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l'ennemi du journaliste

BARBERS WIN KEY BOUTS, MARKOVITCH NIPS OPOKU, MURRAY PINS,CHRISTIANO WINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Step Up, Cage Cougars, 45-18
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a decisive victory over
Roselle Park, the Westfield High
School wrestling team stepped
up another rung on the ladder of
Union County powerhouses with
a convincing, 45-18 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
on January 6.

The 3-0 Blue Devils dropped
the last four dual meets with
Cougars – 2011 (38-24), 2010
(44-22), 2008 (42-33), 2007
(48-24). Their last win came in
2006 when they eked out a 31-
29 thriller that boiled down to the
final bout where Mark Boyd
earned a 5-2 decision over Eric
Whitney at 171-lbs.

In last Friday’s showdown, the
Blue Devils were ready for action
and demonstrated it in the first
bout of the evening when Kieran
Cline took Cougar Nick Diaz to
the mat and turned him to his
back with a wrist-and-half nelson
maneuver to record a fall in 1:46
at 182-lbs. The next bout, 195-
lbs, was a rock-and-tumble
thriller where Cougar Rob Kessler
squeaked a 9-8 decision over
Ozan Oral.

Although the score was low,
the tension was high in the 220-
lb bout between Blue Devil Nick
Knepper and Jeff Weiss. Weiss
recorded an escape in the sec-
ond period, but Knepper created
a modified heel switch in the
third period to win, 2-1. Heavy-
weight Kyle Kania gave Westfield
a 15-3 lead when he pinned Jon
El-Khoury in 4:32 using a half

nelson and body press. Earlier,
Kania attempted three short arm
drags but came up short on all
three.

At 106-lbs, Blue Devil John
Fuller recorded a takedown then

pinned Kevin Quigley with a wrist,
half-nelson move in 1:24. After
Nick Kalimtzis received a forfeit
at 113-lbs, Westfield had a com-
fortable 27-3 lead.

Cougar freshman Gavin Murray,

winner of his weight class at the
Garden State Classic Holiday
Tournament, recorded a back-
door takedown and a two-point

tilt with an arm bar, half nelson in
the first period, then he pinned
Anthony Aldana in 3:30 using a
double arm bar stack at 120-lbs.

Facing Mike Helmstetter at 126-
lbs, Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis

was on a mission to avenge two
previous losses (2011, 2010) and
did so in style. Kalimtzis began
with a dump takedown and added
a wrist, half-nelson two-point tilt
in the first period. Early in the

second period, Kalimtzis pinned
Helmstetter in 2:29 using an arm
bar stack.

“Mike is a kid who is preparing
for Atlantic City. He’s doing ev-
erything right. He was under con-
trol the whole way,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

“I knew I could do it. The past
two years was a mix up. I was
ready mentally. I wanted to get
the job done. I wanted to put an
end to that mental lapse,”
Kalimtzis said.

At 132-lbs, Cougar Ian Henry
and Nick Valez had another wild
bout filled with reversals and
takedowns. In the end, Henry’s
three takedowns and three re-
versals were good enough for a
13-7 decision that made the team
score, 33-12.

All eyes were focused on the
138-lb bout when Cougar Corey
Birch and Matt Barber faced off
at center mat. After a scoreless
first period, Barber took the bot-
tom position. After receiving a
penalty point for locking hands,
Barber came out the back door
for a reversal, but Birch answered
with a reversal. In the third pe-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING HIM IN DOUBLE TROUBLE…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, prepares to pin Blue Devil Anthony Aldana with
a double arm bar stack in his 120-lb bout. Murray pinned Aldana in 3:30.
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