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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘A Dangerous Method’
Worth Risking

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Esoteric, a bit obscure and yet none-
theless absorbing, director David
Cronenberg’s “A Dangerous Method”
chronicles what very well may be
one of the earliest psychological dra-
mas. Or more correctly, the first one
occurring just after the terminol-
ogy, now so common, came into
use. Dr. Jung meets Dr. Freud and
our libidos will never be the same.

It’s Zurich, 1904, and Sabina
Spielrein, a horribly hysterical,
young Russian woman is brought,
completely fettered, to Dr. Carl
Jung’s clinic in a last ditch hope
that he might cure her. To the back-
drop of his own, antithetically subtle
uneasiness, the physician speculates
aloud to his wife that this patient
may be a candidate for the “talking
cure.”

Let the analysis begin. We’ve seen
such morbid memories and causes
unearthed before, but perhaps never
with such historical import. Oh…I
don’t remember if good wife Emma
(Sarah Gadon), pregnant with their
first child, asks the pioneering phy-
sician if Sabina (Keira Knightley)
is pretty, but you get the gist. See!
Freud is right. It’s all about sex.

Well, in this case it is, kind of,
maybe. But just to be sure, let’s put
a call in to the illustrious Dr.
Sigmund Freud, pontificating ad
nauseam in his dark, Vienna office
and smoking more cigars in a day
than General Grant did in a week.
Portrayed effectively by Viggo
Mortensen, he becomes a pen pal
and then a friend of the admiring
adherent.

Still, though crouched right
alongside Herr Doctor at the
embattlements declaring their medi-
cal revolution, Dr. Jung, convinc-
ingly played by Michael
Fassbender, has an opinion or two
of his own. While it ultimately
seems that Freud would rather he
didn’t, in time it leads to a lively
and edifying discussion. Voila! The
footings for psychoanalysis are laid.

Making it a triangle, though not
quite in the conventional sense,
Sabina, as both a case history and one
who also aspires to a career in the
emerging psychiatry, becomes an in-
tegral catalyst to the doings. And yep,
for all the noble talk of science and
objectivity, before long “A Danger-
ous Method” adds a steamy love story
to its highfalutin discourse.

While it is hardly as impossible as
Freud’s “The Interpretation of
Dreams,” viewers educated by Mr.
Cronenberg’s film, adapted from John
Kerr’s book by Christopher Hamp-
ton, might feel they deserve three
credits toward a master’s degree in

psychology. However, truth is the
filmmaker probably had to dumb it
down to make it accessible.

He must have, if I think I under-
stand it. Expect intense conversations
that begin with, “Yes, but if that’s so,
it follows that...” To which the first
claimant inevitably removes yet an-
other layer of the onion skin that is
our psyche. It can get pretty brutal,
though no one in the theater I saw it
in ran out screaming, “I don’t feel
that way about my mother at all!”

The fascinating thing is, for all the
upper crust ruminations and deep
thoughts divulged, director
Cronenberg, who made his bones in
the shock-and-awe horror genre,
manages a rather fluid, rarely staid
scenario. Supported by some swell,
mood-evoking sets with just the right,
period-identifying appurtenances, the
story achieves its deserved signifi-
cance.

Remember, it wasn’t that long ago
that society thought nothing of toss-
ing its psychologically challenged
population into dungeon-like institu-
tions, never to be heard from again.
In fact, we’re fairly assured that a fate
not too much better might have be-
fallen Sabina were it not for her upper
middle class background and Dr.
Jung’s interest.

As it is, a good deal of the treat-
ments and theories, both then and still
now, are pretty nightmarish. Such con-
ditions are bound to prevail when al-
most half of your citizenry isn’t really
sure if it wants to help its less fortunate
numbers. Happily, there are moments
in time when compassion clicks in
folks and they realize the true mean-
ing of civilization.

Such is the medical renaissance we
are made privy to as Jung sets about
not only to cure Sabina of her deep,
dark demons, but to virtually change
her emotional makeup. But aha, de-
tracts Freud, this is where we good
doctors separate. Nope, he says, cure
yes, change, no…we are hardwired,
for all intents and purposes, to the
serial number we were issued.

Beats me, though I’ve no doubt
professional and amateur shrinks
alike will have a field day disagree-
ing to their hearts content As for the
rest of us, I remind of the apocry-
pha attributed to Freud, whereas
“Sometimes a cigar is just a good
smoke.” Meaning it’s a safe bet I
have no subconscious motive for
recommending “A Dangerous
Method.”

…
 “A Dangerous Method,” rated R,

is a Sony Pictures Classics release
directed by David Cronenberg and
stars Michael Fassbender, Keira
Knightley and Viggo Mortensen.
Running time: 99 minutes

The Cranford Dramatic Club
Announces Auditions for Carousel

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club announced auditions for
Carousel will be held Thursday, Janu-
ary 12, beginning at 7 p.m., Saturday,
January 14, beginning at 1 p.m. and
Sunday, January 15, beginning at 1
p.m. at the Cranford Dramatic Club,
78 Winans Ave., Cranford. Audi-
tions are for those individuals 16 or
older.

Children 8-15 years old interested
in auditioning for Snow Children
should attend the auditions on Sat-
urday, January 14, or Sunday, Janu-
ary 15. Callbacks (including a dance
audition for some adult ensemble
roles) will be held Saturday, January
21, beginning at 1 p.m.

Liz Howard produces, Juan Pineda
directs, Valerie Pineda musically di-
rects and Fausto Pineda choreo-

graphs.
Carousel runs Fridays and Satur-

days May 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19, and
Sundays, May 6 and 13 at the CDC
Theatre in Cranford.

Please prepare two contrasting 16-
bar cuts (you may not be asked to
perform both) in the style of the show.
Pop, rock and contemporary theatre
music is not appropriate. Please bring
sheet music in the correct key. An
accompanist will be provided. In ad-
dition to a vocal audition, there will be
a brief movement call. Sneakers and
comfortable street or dance clothes
are fine. You will be given time to
change.

For a role breakdown visit
www.cdctheatre.org and any questions
can be emailed to
lizhoward20@yahoo.com.

Continuo Arts Offers Music
Opportunity, European Travel

WESTFIELD - Members of the
Continuo Arts Children and Youth
Ensembles will travel to Rome,
Vatican City, Assisi and Prague to
perform in the Festival
Internazionale Di Arte Per Giovani
Musicisti conducted by Candace
Wicke on November 23-December
1, 2012.

Last year’s festival was the first
international youth-oriented event
designed to promote and present
the great artists of tomorrow by
featuring the world’s finest youth
choirs, orchestras, and directors.
Continuo Arts is accepting new
singers for the 2012 season ages 7
to 18 who will have performances
in local community concerts, com-
munity service appearances as well
as the opportunity to travel and per-
form abroad.

In addition to expanding to
Prague, the 2012 Festival includes
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
celebrate Mass in Vatican City with
His Holiness Pope Benedict XIV.
Not only will singers participate in
Festival rehearsals and perfor-
mances with outstanding ensembles
from around the world, they will
also tour the great sites of Rome,
Assisi and Prague for a total musi-
cal, educational and cultural en-
richment experience.

The Continuo Arts Foundation
offers ensembles for singers and
musicians of all ages, from six to
past sixty, locally and around the
world. Founded in 2007 by Candace
Wicke, The Continuo Arts Founda-
tion and Choruses have already
made a mark on the international
artistic scene in such notable ven-
ues as Carnegie Hall, Vatican City
and Prague, in addition to local
concerts and appearances.

Singers in the Continuo Arts en-
sembles have presented three world
premieres of major compositions
for chorus and orchestra, been
filmed for a documentary and re-
corded the cd release of “Requiem
for My Mother”.

The Continuo Arts Foundation, a
non-profit 501-c-3 organization, re-
ceives support from memberships,
individual donors, corporations and
foundations. Its recent programs
have been supported by the Hyde
and Watson Foundation, Westfield
Foundation, Manley Winser Foun-
dation, Summit Area Public Foun-
dation, a Union County HEART
grant, and others.

Information and registration de-
tails may be found on the website
on the choral program page,
www.continuoarts.com or by call-
ing (908) 264-5324.

Kean University Presents
International Film Series

UNION - Kean University will
present an International Film Se-
ries of Academy Award nominated
and winning films by artists from
Canada, Japan, Argentina, Israel
and Mexico from January 29
through February 26. The series
will be presented in the Jules
Schwartz Lecture Hall of Kean
University’s newly constructed en-
vironmentally “green” Science and
Technology (STEM) Building, on
Kean University’s east campus.

On Sunday, January 29, at 3 p.m.
the series begins with “Water,” a
film by Deepa Mehta (Canada,
2005). Chuyia, a child already mar-
ried, but living with her parents,
becomes a widow at eight-years-
old. By tradition, she is unceremo-
niously left with a group of wid-
ows forced into poverty at a temple
in the holy city of Varanasi during
monsoon season. The film
chronicles the Hindu widows liv-
ing a life of austerity in an ashram
by the river Ganges set in 1938
when Gandhi’s party is making
inroads in women’s rights. Amid
all this water, the work questions
whether rebirth is possible or if
tradition drowns all.

“Departures,” a film by Yojiro
Takita (Japan, 2008) is the Acad-
emy Award winner for Best For-
eign Language Film screened on
Sunday, February 5, at 3 p.m. Daigo
Kobayashi is a devoted cellist in
an orchestra that has just been dis-
solved and he finds himself with-
out a job. He answers a classified
ad entitled “Departures” thinking
it is an advertisement for a travel
agency only to discover that the
job is actually for a funeral profes-
sional. While his wife and others
despise the job, Daigo takes a cer-
tain pride in his work and begins to
perfect the art of “Nokanshi,” act-
ing as a gentle gatekeeper between
life and death, between the de-
parted and the family of the de-
parted. The film follows his pro-
found and sometimes comical jour-
ney with death as he uncovers the
wonder, joy and meaning of life
and living.

On Sunday, February 12, at 3
p.m., another Academy Award win-
ner for Best Foreign Language
Film, “The Secret in their Eyes”
continues the series. This film by
Juan Jose Campanella (Argentina,
2009) features a retired federal
justice agent, Benjamín Espósito,
who is writing a novel, using an
old closed case as the source mate-
rial. Hoping to find closure for one

of his past unresolved homicide
cases and for his unreciprocated
love with his superior, Esposito re-
lives a past that rises up before his
eyes and awakens all his demons.
Telling the story from the past be-
comes a narrow, winding path he
must take to understand and find
justification for his own life and to
give some meaning to the years
remaining to him.

“From Israel comes Ajami,” a film
by Scandar Copti and Yaron Shani
and Academy Award nominee Best
Foreign Language Film (2009) on
Sunday, February 19, at 3 p.m. This
powerful crime drama is set on the
streets of Jaffa’s Ajami neighbor-
hood, a melting pot of cultures and
conflicting views among Jews, Mus-
lims and Christians. It is told
through a cross section of the city’s
inhabitants: a young Israeli fight-
ing a criminal vendetta against his
family, a Palestinian refugee work-
ing illegally to finance a life-saving
surgery, a Jewish police detective
obsessed with finding his missing
brother and an affluent Palestinian
dreaming of a future with his Jew-
ish girlfriend. As their stories inter-
sect – and the film’s narrative shifts
back and forth in time – a dramatic
collision of different worlds and
the tragic consequences of enemies
living as neighbors is revealed.

“Pan’s Labyrinth,” a film By
Guillermo del Toro (Mexico, 2006)
garnered three Academy Awards for
Best Cinematography, Best Art Di-
rection and Best Makeup, to be
shown on Sunday, February 26, at 3
p.m. Pan’s Labyrinth unfolds
through the eyes of Ofelia, a dreamy
little girl who is uprooted to a rural
military outpost commanded by her
new stepfather. Powerless and
lonely in a place of unfathomable
cruelty, Ofelia lives out her own
dark fable as she confronts mon-
sters both otherworldly and human.
Award-winning filmmaker
Guillermo del Toro delivers a
unique, richly imagined gothic fairy
tale set against the postwar repres-
sion of Franco’s Spain. It is a time-
less tale of good and evil, bravery
and sacrifice, love and loss.

All movies in the International
Film Series are screened at 3 pm.
Tickets are $8 standard or $5 with a
Kean University ID and can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737.SHOW (7469),
online at www.keanstage.com, or at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office, 1000 Morris Avenue.

Legendary Soprano to
Perform with NJ Symphony

NEWARK — The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) and New
Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) present Renée Fleming
with the NJSO, a one-performance-
only program on Sunday, January
29, at 3 p.m. in NJPAC’s Prudential
Hall. The incomparable soprano
Renée Fleming joins the Orchestra
for a program featuring Ravel’s
Shéhérazade and other favorites.

Under the baton of NJSO Music
Director Jacques Lacombe, Ms.
Fleming will sing arias from La
bohème (both Puccini’s and
Leoncavallo’s operas), Puccini’s
Tosca, Dvoøák’s Rusalka, Gounod’s
Faust and Lehár’s Vilja. The NJSO
will also perform orchestral selec-
tions including Verdi’s La forza del

destino Overture, Strauss Jr.’s Die
Fledermaus Overture and Dvoøák’s
Slavonic Dance Op. 46, No. 8.

One of the most beloved and cel-
ebrated musical ambassadors of our
time, Ms. Fleming captivates audi-
ences with her sumptuous voice,
consummate artistry and compel-
ling stage presence.

Tickets range in price from $29
to $125 and are available for pur-
chase from NJPAC by phone at
1.888.GO.NJPAC (888.466.5722),
online at www.njpac.org or at the
NJPAC box office at One Center
Street in Newark. They are avail-
able for purchase from the NJSO by
phone at 1.800.ALLEGRO. This
performance is part of the NJPAC
Bank of America Classical Series.

Ang Tatlong Rondalista
Due at Library Jan. 22

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“Ang Tatlong Rondalista” (ATR) on
Sunday, January 22, at 2 p.m. as part
of the library’s diverse programs
available to the public.

During the hour-long perfor-
mance, ATR will play Filipino folk
songs as well as a number of western
music pieces. Lito David plays the
bandurria, Rudy Reyes the guitar,
and Leon de Lara, the laud.

This three-man rondalla is an off-
shoot of a bigger group called Uni-
versity of the Philippines Alumni
and Friends Rondalla (UPA&FR)
that has been actively playing at
cultural events for the past 18 years.

The concert will be open to the
public without charge. No registra-
tion is required. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the town-
ship.

Town Book Store
to Host Illustrator
Frank Thompson

WESTFIELD - Meet Frank Thomp-
son, illustrator of the beautiful new
children’s book, “Sunbelievable” on
Saturday, January 14, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at The Town Book Store.

Sunbelievable is a humorous, beau-
tifully illustrated, educational/science
picture book about the sun for children
ages 4 to 8. Jo Ann Kairys, a profes-
sional science writer, has teamed with
her physician son, artist and teacher
Frank Thompson, and one of NASA’s
top scientists to create a children’s book
that cleverly melds hilarious storytelling
with science and nature.

Frank Thompson is an artist and art
teacher who has taught in Westfield
public schools for 19 years. His love for
photo manipulation and all things
fantastical has made creating
“Sunbelievable” and unique and won-
derful experience. While he has en-
joyed working in many mediums, this
is his first time illustrating children’s
literature.

Meet Frank Thompson at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

More Education News

Local Residents to
Graduate from

Centenary College
HACKETTSTOWN - Centenary

College will hold its 137th January
Commencement on Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, at the John M. Reeves Student
Recreation Center located on the
College’s campus in Hackettstown.

Renee Behrens from Cranford will
graduate with a Master of Business
Administration degree.

Alexandra Hellenbrecht from
Cranford will graduate with a Bach-
elor of Science degree.

Teresa Francisco from Westfield will
graduate with a Master of Business
Administration degree.

The keynote speaker, Rochelle
Hendricks, acting Secretary of Higher
Education for the State of New Jersey,
will address a graduating class of 264
students.

Exhibit to Explore Textile
Elements in Contemp. Art

SUMMIT - Textility an exhibition
that explores the inventive ways con-
temporary artists employ materials,
concepts, and processes associated with
textiles to convey their ideas will open
at The Visual Art Center of New Jersey
on Friday, January 13, 6 - 8 p.m. and
runs through April 1.

Many artists today are producing
paintings and sculptures that resemble
or reference textiles, using traditional
materials like paint, canvas, wood, pa-
per and glass. Other artists are appro-
priating materials and techniques tra-
ditionally associated with fiber or tex-

tile arts—cloth or thread, crochet or
embroidery, for instance—and using
them to convey elements like color and
line. And some artists are creating work
that suggests fabric or textiles to incor-
porate a sense of the woven, knotted or
stitched.

Textility, a group survey of 28 artists,
will examine art that draws from and is
immersed in this textile sensibility.
Textility is co-curated by Mary Bir-
mingham, Art Center Curator, and
Joanne Mattera, a New York-based art-
ist, curator, and art blogger. “Textility”
is a word the curators created to express
the idea of art that has some material or
conceptual quality related to textiles.
Observing what they consider a trend
in contemporary art, they conceived
this exhibition to pose the questions:
“Who is making work with fiber and
textiles or work that suggests fiber and
textiles?” and “How and why are artists
doing this, and why now?”

The exhibition will utilize all three
Art Center galleries and will incorpo-
rate a broad range of materials and
media including painting, sculpture,
works on paper, and installation. A
fully illustrated catalogue with essays
by Birmingham and Mattera will ac-
company the exhibition. Participating
artists: Joell Baxter, Caroline Burton,
Sharon Butler, Mary Carlson, Jennifer
Cecere, Pip Culbert, Elisa D’Arrigo,
Grace DeGennaro, Barbara Ellmann,
Carly Glovinski, Elana Herzog,
Marietta Hoferer, Nava Lubelski,
Stephen Maine, Lael Marshall, Derick
Melander, Sam Messenger, Sam
Moyer, Lalani Nan, Aric Obrosey,
Gelah Penn, Debra Ramsay, Susan Still
Scott, Arlene Shechet, Susanna Starr,
Leslie Wayne, Ken Weathersby and
Peter Weber.

Founded in 1933, the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey is the state’s
largest organization dedicated exclu-
sively to viewing, making and learning
about contemporary art. Comprising a
renowned studio school and a thriving
exhibition, education and programming
schedule, the Art Center welcomes over
60,000 visitors each year.

PARTY WITH STYLE…The Mountainside Education Foundation (MEF) cel-
ebrated the season in style with a Holiday Party at The Primavera Regency in Stirling
on December 17. The well-attended event helped to raise over $8,000 to be used for
technology improvements within the district. The mission of the MEF is to provide
an ongoing and centralized source of financial and other resources to assist the
Mountainside School District in the development and sponsorship of additional
educational programs and other projects that maintain and enhance the quality of
education. Pictured are MEF Board of Trustee members Judy Wargaski and Elisa
Roland, flanked by Holiday Party Chairpersons Lauren Ferraro and Sherri DeNora.
Members of the Mountainside community who would like to donate to the MEF can
send all donations payable to the MEF at P.O. Box 1203, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

GOOD NEIGHBORS…Girl Scout Troop 641 from Evergreen Elementary put
their finest raking skills to use and helped a neighbor at the same time. The girls
raked the lawn of Barbara Dumont of Scotch Plains and then enjoyed some hot
chocolate.

SPF School Board Announces
Candidacy Information

SCOTCH PLAINS —The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District has
announced it has information available
for citizens interested in running for a
vacant seat on the board of education.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education will have two full 3-year
terms open for Scotch Plains and one
full 3-year term open for Fanwood in
the April 17 annual school election, Mr.
Davis, spokesperson for the school
board, announced today.

Candidates must file a nominating
petition with the local school board in
order to get their name on the ballot for
the annual school election. The current
deadline to submit the nominating pe-
tition is 4 p.m. Monday, February 27.
The election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 17.

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate

Kit” online at www.njsba.org. Pub-
lished by the New Jersey School Boards
Association, the School Board Candi-
date Kit includes a nominating peti-
tion, information about legal qualifica-
tions for school board candidacy and
the role of the school board member.
Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act and important dates
in the school election process are also
included in the kit.

“One of the most meaningful contri-
butions that a citizen can make to their
community is serving on their local
board of education,” said Raymond R.
Wiss, NJSBA president. “I encourage
all interested citizens to consider school
board membership. It doesn’t require a
degree in education, or a background
in politics. However, it does require a
sincere interest in the community, its
children, and their education.”


