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COLIN BARBER, KNEPPER WIN KEY BOUTS, VALEZ PINS

Blue Devil Matmen Rally, Top
Roselle Park Panthers, 43-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Colin Barber and Nick Knepper
won key bouts, and Nick Valez added
an exclamation point as the Westfield
High School wrestling team toppled
Roselle Park, 43-24, in Westfield on
January 4. The 3-0 Blue Devils won
five of the final seven bouts to secure
the victory.

In the fifth bout of the evening,
Barber jumped up a weight class to
160-lbs to face Phil Woods, one of
the Panthers’ tougher wrestlers. After
a scoreless first period, Woods chose
the “down” position, using his hump-
back style of positioning, and despite
a very active two minutes, Barber
managed to maintain control.

“We really focused on top, and it
paid off. Even though some of the
other matches even if we didn’t turn
the kid, we were able to wear oppo-
nents down on top. I thought Colin
did a nice job with that and Nick
Knepper as well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

In the third period, Barber escaped
and added a takedown to grab a 3-0
decision.

“I rode him tough on top, but he
had a weird stance on bottom. I was
in on a couple of shots then towards
the end of the [third] period, he took

a bad shot and I spun behind and got
two points,” Barber explained.

With Westfield leading 19-15 en-
tering the 220-lb bout, Panther Vinny
Picarelli recorded a first-period
takedown, but Knepper escaped and
added another escape in the third
period to force overtime. Knepper
caught Picarelli out of position, took
him to the mat and pinned him with
18 seconds on the clock to give the
Blue Devils a 25-15 lead with five
bouts remaining.

“The takedown was a wakeup call.
I stayed out of dumb positions. I kept
pulling on his head until he got tired,
and I was finally able to take him
down. He weighed 217 and I was
only 188, so I had to use my condi-
tioning and my speed to put him
away,” Knepper explained.

“Knepper stepped up big time. He
had it in his mind from the second he
walked out there that he was going to
win. He pushed that kid. That’s where
the conditioning came in. He was

BARBERS WIN KEY BOUTS, MARKOVITCH NIPS OPOKU

Blue Devil Wrestlers Step Up,
Cage Cranford Cougars, 45-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a decisive victory over
Roselle Park, the Westfield High
School wrestling team stepped up
another rung on the ladder of Union
County powerhouses with a convinc-
ing, 45-18 victory over the Cranford
Cougars in Cranford on January 6.

The 3-0 Blue Devils dropped the
last four dual meets with Cougars –
2011 (38-24), 2010 (44-22), 2008
(42-33), 2007 (48-24). Their last win
came in 2006 when they eked out a
31-29 thriller that boiled down to the
final bout where Mark Boyd earned a
5-2 decision over Eric Whitney at
171-lbs.

In last Friday’s showdown, the Blue
Devils were ready for action and dem-
onstrated it in the first bout of the
evening when Kieran Cline took Cou-
gar Nick Diaz to the mat and turned
him to his back with a wrist-and-half
nelson maneuver to record a fall in

1:46 at 182-lbs. The next bout, 195-
lbs, was a rock-and-tumble thriller
where Cougar Rob Kessler squeaked
a 9-8 decision over Ozan Oral.

Although the score was low, the
tension was high in the 220-lb bout
between Blue Devil Nick Knepper
and Jeff Weiss. Weiss recorded an
escape in the second period, but
Knepper created a modified heel
switch in the third period to win, 2-1.
Heavyweight Kyle Kania gave
Westfield a 15-3 lead when he pinned
Jon El-Khoury in 4:32 using a half
nelson and body press. Earlier, Kania
attempted three short arm drags but
came up short on all three.

At 106-lbs, Blue Devil John Fuller
recorded a takedown then pinned
Kevin Quigley with a wrist, half-nelson
move in 1:24. After Nick Kalimtzis
received a forfeit at 113-lbs, Westfield
had a comfortable 27-3 lead.

Cougar freshman Gavin Murray,
winner of his weight class at the Gar-

den State Classic Holiday Tourna-
ment, recorded a back-door takedown
and a two-point tilt with an arm bar,
half nelson in the first period, then he
pinned Anthony Aldana in 3:30 using
a double arm bar stack at 120-lbs.

Facing Mike Helmstetter at 126-
lbs, Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis was
on a mission to avenge two previous
losses (2011, 2010) and did so in
style. Kalimtzis began with a dump
takedown and added a wrist, half-
nelson two-point tilt in the first pe-
riod. Early in the second period,
Kalimtzis pinned Helmstetter in 2:29
using an arm bar stack.

“Mike is a kid who is preparing for
Atlantic City. He’s doing everything
right. He was under control the whole
way,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

“I knew I could do it. The past two
years was a mix up. I was ready
mentally. I wanted to get the job

TURNER NETS 16, GRABS 8; MITCHELL 10, KANE 5 ASSTS

Minutemen Halt Blue Devils’
Surges for 46-39, Hoops Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spurts of greatness needed to gush
just a little more to turn a loss into a
victory for the Westfield High School
boys basketball team that came close
on three occasions but fell short, 46-
39, to the 5-1 Elizabeth Minutemen
in Westfield on January 5.

Some of those spurts of greatness
came from senior forward Aswad
Turner, who finished with a game-

high 16 points, five blocked shots
and eight rebounds, including three
offensive rebounds, two that he con-
verted to lay-ups.

“Aswad stepped up and did some
things today that I have been preach-
ing to him all year. I have been telling
him to be aggressive and attack the
rim. He’s got great athletic ability.
He’s been using maybe an eighth of
that ability in a lot of the games, so
it’s nice to see that,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Daryl Palmieri said.
Senior guard Nate Mitchell put in

10 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and added four rebounds and an
assist. Senior forward Ozan Yucetepe
netted six points and three rebounds,
and added three assists, one that he
pushed out to Mitchell for his first 3-
pointer and two into Turner for a lay-
ups. Junior Keegan Hess sank four
points, sophomore Mike Androconis
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TUFARO, CUNNINGHAM, CANNON & RIDGE IMPRESS

Raiders Rout Pioneers, 49-18,
In Mat Dual Meet Showdown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Circling the wagons had to happen
quickly, but it did not happen fast
enough as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team invaded
New Providence and routed the Pio-
neers, 49-18, on January 4. The 6-0
Raiders emphasized their victory by
recording five falls and one major
decision.

The first bout of the evening, 195-
lbs, was a thriller as Pioneer Patrick

O’Keefe broke a 2-2 deadlock in the
third period to nip freshman Alex
Mirabella, 3-2. The Raiders then
grabbed six points via a forfeit at 220.
At 285-lb, Raider Anthony Tufaro
pancaked Steven Bremer in 3:56.

“It was a tough match. When he got
too high putting in legs, I sort of head-
hunted and just took him down; then
applied a reverse half,” said Tufaro.

In a freshman encounter, 106-lb
Pioneer Carmine Boccellari clamped
JT Beirne to the mat with a nearside

cradle in 2:55.
“Wrestling is a momentum sport

and we knew starting at 195 that was
going to be a tough match-up. We
threw a [1]70-pound freshman out
there and then we needed to get some
momentum back at 220 and heavy-
weight. Then again, we were afraid
we might have lost it at 106, so it was
a little of a roller coaster ride until we
hit the real core of our lineup. Overall
though, we’re pretty happy with the

WF/Roselle Park
Dual Meet History:
Prior to 2000, Westfield and

Roselle Park have not faced each
other in a dual meet since the Gary
Kehler days according to the
records of Bruce Johnson (The
Devils Den). The Panthers won the
first meeting in 1941 then again in
1959 (27-14). Under coach Kehler,
the Blue Devils won the next three
meetings – 1960 (20-19), 1961 (24-
14) and 1962 (36-12). Kehler said
the wins, “put us on the New Jersey
wrestling map.”

The Panthers won in 2000, 2010
and 2011, so Roselle Park holds a
5-4 edge in dual meets.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO WORK A TILT…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, top, works to set up a tilt on Panther Sergio Escabar in
the 145-lb bout. Rotondo won, 5-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET PAST A MINUTEMAN…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, No. 12, tries to get past Elizabeth Minuteman Jahad
Thomas, No. 5. Elizabeth defeated Westfield, 46-39.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNSETTLING A PIONEER…The Raider matmen unsettled the New Providence Pioneers, 49-18, in New Providence on
January 4. Pictured is a Raider, front, preparing to escape the grasp of a Pioneer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING THE TABLES ON A COUGAR…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, turns Cougar Mike Helmstetter to his back.
Kalimtzis went on to pin Helmstetter using an arm bar stack at 126-lbs.

More photos on www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Read Westfield/Roselle Catholic
Girls Hoops Story Next Week


