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Garden Club Lists Meetings,
Continues Regular Activities
WESTFIELD – The Garden Club

of Westfield has announced that its
next monthly board meetings will take
place on Tuesdays, February 7 and
March 6. The February membership
meeting will feature a workshop for
“Creating your own floral design”
while the March membership meet-
ing will center around “Sensational
Spring Blooms” with Lisa Keslowe.

Seven containers located at the in-
tersection of Elm and East Broad
Streets in Westfield, part of the club’s
ongoing Town of Westfield Beautifi-
cation Project, are planted, main-
tained and watered year-round by
Garden Club of Westfield members
for the benefit of the public.

This group plants seasonal flowers
three times a year and decorates the
trainers with greenery for the winter
season. During the spring, summer
and fall, two members bring water

daily to all of the containers to ensure
the health and beauty of the plantings.

Since 1947 the club has displayed
weekly flowers at the Westfield Me-
morial Library. Begun as a memorial
to those who served in World War II,
active members contribute a flower
or greenery display 52 weeks a year.
Flower arrangers for January are Anne
Arkel, Phyllis Pappas, Wei-Foung
Elsammak, Adeline Sulmont and
Mary Ann Malloy.

The membership also plants trees
for Arbor Day and maintains The
Blue Star By-Way Garden at
Tamaques Park and several gardens
within Mindowaskin Park.

Temple Sholom Posts
Shabbat Pray-Play

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under to
a Shabbat Pray and Play event on
Saturday, January 21, featuring mu-
sic, maracas, puppets and parachutes.

The monthly, 30-minute interac-
tive service, led by Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin, will begin at 10 a.m.
and will be followed by a free bagel
brunch in the playroom. Older sib-
lings are welcome.

“It’s like where Shabbat meets
Gymboree,” according to Temple
Sholom Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham, who came
up with the idea for an interactive
Shabbat program when her own chil-
dren were in pre-school. “The kids are
encouraged to jump up, dance, sing
and play along. Afterwards, everyone
gets a chance to nosh and get to know
one another over bagels.”

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Participants will
meet in the chapel around the corner,
off Marian Avenue. Attendees are
asked to enter through the door on
Marian marked “Temple Sholom.”
For more information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

POLICE BLOTTER

St. Pat’s Parade Committee
Plans Benefit Party Sunday
KENILWORTH – The Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Com-
mittee will host its annual Celebrity
Bartenders fundraiser this Sunday,
January 15, from 2 to 7 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street in Kenilworth.

The party will honor Greta Sheridan
and Jay Rice and celebrate The
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of Union
County’s 50th anniversary.

The Willie Lynch Show Band, the
Garden State Ceili Club, the St.
Columcille Pipe Band and the Union
County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums
will provide entertainment at the event.

Tickets are $5 each and will include
coffee, tea, cake and hot dogs. Refill-
able commemorative mugs will be

available for $10. Anyone currently
serving in the military will be admit-
ted for free with valid identification.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the 16th annual Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which will
step off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March
10, on Morris Avenue in Union.

For tickets or more information
about the Celebrity Bartenders party,
call Kevin Dowling at (732) 594-
1763, Kathy Noonan-Rotando at
(908) 352-1477 or Bernadette
Sullivan at (908) 432-6719. Tickets
also will be available at the door.

For more information about the
2012 Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

TWO ON A TAMBOURINE… Student Cantor Vicky Glikin, seen here with her
daughter, Michelle, leads Temple Sholom’s monthly Shabbat Pray and Play
program, for families with children age 4 and under. The next session will be held
on Saturday, January 21, at 10 a.m. Older siblings are welcome, and a free bagel
brunch will follow in the playroom.

F-SP YMCA Slates
Winter Night Waltz

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
present a “Winter Night Waltz” on
Saturday, January 21, from 8 to 10
p.m. It will take place at the YMCA,
located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The “Winter Night Waltz” is open
to those ages 18 and over. No partner
is needed and friends also are wel-
come. There will be instruction and
practice. Participants are encouraged
to wear comfortable clothes and
shoes, but no sneakers.

Registration is required and can be
done at the Y’s Member Service Desk.
The fee is $5 per person with pre-
registration and $8 at the door. For
further information, call Donna Peart
at (908) 889-8880, extension no. 104.

For information on Y membership
or programs, or to request a schedule
of classes, call the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA at (908) 889-8880 or
visit the Y’s website,
fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for those
who qualify. Local Firefighter to Address

Career Networking Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library’s Career Net-
working Group will present “Into the
Fire – How a Firefighter Used His
Skills to Survive Unemployment and
Land a New Job” on Monday, Janu-
ary 23, at 6:30 p.m.

When Brian Mecca learned that
his corporate job was going up in
smoke, he used his firefighter in-
stinct and skills to launch his job
search. He landed a new job in only
six weeks. Now this director of Net-
work Computing Services and cap-
tain of the Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment will share what 35 years of
firefighting and five years of net-
working have taught him about being
prepared for job change.

Mr. Mecca is a member of the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s Ca-
reer Networking Group and has more
than 2,000 Linked In connections.
He actively participates in career net-
working groups and enjoys helping
job seekers get noticed.

This program is free and open to
all. To register, visit scotlib.org and
click on Events; call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. Individuals may
connect with the library’s Career Net-
working Group on Linked In, Career
Networking Group at SPPL. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

CHRISTMAS COOKIES…Members of the Home/Life Social Services Depart-
ment, a section of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) led by Julie Nardone
and Jane Walsweer, gathered at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield recently to put
together more than 125 packages of cookies and candies to be shared with the
patients of Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union County in Berkeley Heights.
Pictured, from left to right, are: WCW members Mildred Beese, Julie Nardone,
Anne Magnotti, Jane Walsweer, Clemmie Tabor, Madeline Roeban, Delores
Kilkenny, Sally Brown, Nancy Yingling and Pat D’Angelo.

WSL Seeks Requests
For Grant Applications

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League currently is accepting
requests for applications for grants
for 2012. This past year, the WSL
donated more than $50,000 to local
agencies and organizations.

The grant funds result from the
profits of the WSL Thrift and Con-
signment Shops, located at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield. The WSL has
provided services to Union County
for over 75 years. During this time,
the WSL has donated more than $2
million to various organizations.

To be considered for funding, each
agency or organization must submit
a written request to the Westfield
Service League Donations Chairper-
son, 114 Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090. All completed applications
must be returned no later than
Wednesday, February 1, 2012.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldtoday.com/rotary

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Elm Street Service Center
Bids Community Farewell

F.I.T. Helps Clients Succeed
In Small-Group Workouts

Deadline to Apply For 2012-13
WF Pre-School Is January 19
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-

lic School District currently is accept-
ing applications for the Preschool Pro-
gram for the 2012-2013 school year.
Located at Lincoln School’s Early
Childhood Learning Center, the pro-
gram, which uses the Creative Curricu-
lum for Preschool, is comprised of gen-
eral education students and students
who have been found eligible for spe-
cial education. General education stu-
dents will be selected for this program
by lottery. Preschool classes will meet
Monday through Friday, from 8:45 to
11:15 a.m., for the 3-year-old morning
session, and from 12:30 to 3 p.m. for
the 4-year-old afternoon session.

Applicants must be residents of
Westfield and 3 or 4 years of age
before October 1, 2012. Applica-
tions for the lottery will be available
on the district website,
westfieldnjk12.org. During school
hours, applications also may be ob-
tained in person at Lincoln School,
the Office of Special Education Ser-
vices and the main office of any of
the elementary schools in Westfield.
All applications must be returned to
Lincoln School no later than 4 p.m.
on Thursday, January 19.

The lottery drawing will be held at
Lincoln School, 728 Westfield Avenue,
on January 20 at 2 p.m. Parents of
applicants are welcome to attend but
need not be present at the drawing. All
applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance status by phone and mail.

All children currently registered in
the 3-year-old program do not need to
take part in the lottery. They will auto-
matically be admitted with an updated
application form.

Children who are not selected for the
program will be placed on a waiting list.
Special- education students are included
in the Preschool Program as determined
by the District Child Study Team.

An original birth certificate with

raised seal and proof of residency will
be required for those students admitted
to the program. A tuition fee of $320
per month will be charged for partici-
pation in this program for the 2012-
2013 school year. Students who qualify
under the income eligibility guidelines
set forth under the Federal Child Nutri-
tion Program may be eligible for a
reduced charge. For more information,
call Lincoln School at (908) 789-4455.

Author Ilene Beckerman
To Be JCC Guest Speaker

SCOTCH PLAINS – Author Ilene
Beckerman will speak at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey on Wednesday, January
18, at 11 a.m. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Beckerman wrote her first book,
a memoir, at age 60. “Love, Loss and
What I Wore” was about her life be-
fore children, and it was adapted as a
record-breaking off-Broadway show
by Nora and Delia Ephron. Her latest
memoir, “The Smartest Woman I
Know,” is about her grandmother, Ettie,
who only had a third-grade education
but dispensed unforgettable wisdom.

The Jewish Week said, “With its
compact format and bright colors,
The Smartest Woman I Know by Ilene
Beckerman, looks deceptively cute,

but it’s a deeply felt homage to the
author’s 4-foot-10-inch grandmother
Ettie.”

This program will be open to the
community. Tickets are $6 for JCC
members and $8 for community par-
ticipants. The ticket cost includes
lunch. Tickets can be purchased
online at jccnj.org or at the JCC. For
more information, contact Barbara
Weisbart, Adult Enrichment director,
at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 207,
or bweisbart@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Whether you
exercise regularly or have made a
recent New Year’s resolution, this
may be the right time to ask, “Am I
getting what I need?” So many fit-
ness facilities in the area are trying to
entice people with low rates and fancy
equipment, yet how long will the
“honeymoon” last? One month? Two?
Take this opportunity to change the
way you exercise, how you think
about it, and the future of your long-
term health.

F. I. T. now offers its clients a
challenging workout in a small group
setting, designed to meet individual
needs without the intimidation of a

large gym and confusing equipment.
Owners Patty Bromberg and Nanette
Loftus will provide you with a pro-
ductive workout that can lead to bet-
ter results. Classes consist of cardio,
plyometrics, strength training, flex-
ibility and core stability. Classes cur-
rently are being held at Athletic Edge,
conveniently located at 1718 East
2nd Street, Scotch Plains. For more
information, please contact Nanette
at (908) 313-7873 or Patty at (973)
223-0004 to discuss your fitness
needs, or e-mail us at
time2getfitnow@gmail.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD – I would like to
thank all my loyal customers for al-
lowing me to service their vehicles
for the last 27 years. I have decided to
move south and open a repair shop in
Monroe, N.C.

I have owned and operated Elm
Street Service Center for the last 16
years. Prior to that, I worked with my
father, Dudley Alling, who owned
and operated it for 33 years before
retiring.

I have been a part of this commu-
nity for a long time, and it has been a
pleasure working with everyone
through the years. We will be closing
our doors sometime this month.
Please feel free to drop in and say
goodbye.

Yours truly,
Glenn Alling

Paid Bulletin Board
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Westfield
Tuesday, January 3, Joseph

Materek, 55, of Westfield was ar-
rested on a Westfield warrant in
the amount of $500 after turning
himself in at police headquarters.
He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, January 3, Ivan Velez,
22, of Avenel was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Wyoming
Street  on an outs tanding
Woodbridge warrant in the amount
of $313. He was released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, January 4, Charlie
Craddock, 56, of Plainfield was
arrested at Edison police head-
quarters on outstanding warrants
from Westfield, in the amount of
$750, and two from Plainfield,
with total bail of $333. He was
released on his own recognizance
on the Westfield warrant pending
a court appearance and was turned
over to the Plainfield Police De-
partment.

Sunday, January 8, Kenneth
Widgeon, Jr., 24, of Plainfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle
stop in the area of East South and
Windsor Avenues. He was charged
with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Widgeon was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was
processed and released after be-
ing issued summonses.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 3, a home was

reported burglarized on the 200
block of Second Street. Numer-
ous pieces of jewelry are missing.

Sunday, January 8, Avia Jacobs,
30, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
Portland Avenue and Westfield
Road on an active warrant out of
Roseland. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Sunday, January 8, Christopher
Duddy, 26, of East Stroudsburg,
Pa. was arrested and charged with
possession of suspected marijuana
and drug paraphernalia, after an
officer investigated a suspicious
motor vehicle on the 10 block of
South Avenue. According to po-
lice, the officer could smell the
odor of burnt marijuana coming
from the inside of the vehicle.
Duddy was processed and released
pending his court hearing.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 2, a resident

of Mountain Avenue reported that
sometime within the previous sev-
eral days, someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which
was parked in his driveway. Ac-
cording to police, a camera and
some tools, valued at approxi-
mately $200, were removed.

Monday, January 2, Donna
LaFerrara, 33, of Elizabeth was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 on an outstanding
$1,500 warrant issued by the
Westfield Court. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, January 3, the man-
ager of a Route 22 store reported
that sometime overnight someone
unknown removed several hun-
dred dollars in cash from one of
the deposit boxes.

Wednesday, January 4, a resi-
dent of Forest Road reported that
someone made several hundred
dollars in purchases on her credit
card without her authorization.

Wednesday, January 4, a resi-
dent of Lenape Way reported that
sometime overnight someone took
his unlocked motor vehicle, which
was parked in his driveway.

Thursday, January 5, a resident
of Greensview Drive reported that
sometime overnight someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle,
which was parked in front of his
driveway, and once inside re-
moved a pocketbook.

Thursday, January 5, Darrien
Lewter, 33, of Franklin was ar-

rested after a motor vehicle viola-
tion stop on Route 22 on an out-
standing $1,500 warrant issued by
the Fanwood Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, January 5, Tyron
Simms, 27, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Front Street on an outstanding
no-bail warrant issued by the
Plainfield Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, January 6, a resident of
Stout Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone made sev-
eral hundred dollars in purchases
on her debit card without her au-
thorization.

Friday, January 6, a business
owner on Tussel Lane reported
that sometime overnight someone
spray painted the side of his build-
ing.

Friday, January 6, a resident of
Allwood Road reported that some-
time overnight someone made
multiple calls to her house and
hung the phone up.

Saturday, January 7, Rokiya
Fields, 28, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of suspected marijuana after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Mountainside
Thursday,  December  29,

Daphne Y. Hart, 27, of Belleville
was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Summit Road for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed
and released.

Wednesday, January 4, an em-
ployee of an eldercare facility on
Route 22 reported that someone
entered a locked file cabinet and
removed $252 in cash. According
to police, an envelope containing
$120 and a digital camera also were
removed from the office. A list of
employees was to be given to the
detective bureau, police said.

Thursday,  January 5,  Paul
Bridgemohan, 41, of Plainfield
was arrested for allegedly driving
with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was processed and released.

Thursday, January 5, Susana S.
Teixeira, 43, of Linden was ar-
rested on active warrants out of
Linden totaling $500 after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Glen Road.
She was processed and released.

Friday, January 6, a resident of
Bridle Path reported that someone
made unauthorized purchases on
his debit card in the amount of $574.
According to police, the victim was
advised to cancel the card, which
he did.

Friday, January 6, Teddy J.
Niedzielski, 29, of New Provi-
dence was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license
and on an outstanding warrant out
of Westfield in the amount of $114.

Friday, January 6, Jonae L. Hill,
27, of Newark was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license and on outstanding war-
rants out of Millburn, in the
amount of $165, and Newark, in
the amount of $100. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, January 7, Alexander
K. Caparso, 33, of North Plainfield
was arrested on charges of DWI,
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, possession of
drug paraphernalia and fleeing the
scene of an accident after being
involved in a one-car motor ve-
hicle accident on Route 22. He
was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Saturday, January 7, Richard M.
Anello, 29, of Elmwood Park was
arrested for allegedly driving with
a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Heroin in Bottles of Scotch
Found By CBP at Airport

NEWARK – U. S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) officers
at Newark Liberty International
Airport on December 31 inter-
cepted and arrested a Colombian
national who allegedly was at-
tempting to smuggle nearly 25
pounds of heroin into the United
States concealed in bottles of
scotch.

Wilfer Bohorquez Rojo, 53, ar-
rived December 31, his flight
originating from Medellin, Co-
lombia.

According to CBP, Bohorquez
Rojo, a resident of Miami, Fla.,
was selected for a baggage ex-
amination and admitted to the
ownership  of  two pieces  of
checked luggage. During a search
of that luggage, a brown powdery
substance was discovered con-
cealed in packages of plastic flags
and between glued photographs.
Those substances tested positive
for heroin.

After further scrutiny, four
bottles of Royal Salute Scotch
were found to contain packages

of a substance that also tested
positive for heroin, according to
CBP. The total amount of the nar-
cotic seized was nearly 25 pounds.

“Heroin is a dangerous narcotic
and CBP does its part in keeping
these drugs off the streets,” said
Robert Perez, director of CBP’s
New York Field Operations. “Our
officers are determined to protect
the American people from these
illicit substances.”

The approximate street value of
the seized narcotic is nearly
$700,000.

Bohorquez Rojo was turned
over to agents from Immigration
and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
Homeland Security Investiga-
tions. He faces federal narcotics
smuggling charges and will be
prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, District of New Jersey.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


