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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Tiny Tim Fund Gives
Thanks for Success of
Annual Carol Night

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to
thank all those who participated in
the annual Carol Night fund-raising
event on December 5, 2011. Thanks
to the involvement of many parents
and children from our community,
this was a particularly successful
fund-raising event.

Special thanks are extended to Tom
Britt, proprietor of the Stage House
Inn and Tavern on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, and to the manager
Cathy Challiet, who graciously in-
vited us to use the restaurant as the
drop-off site for the canisters. He and
his staff provided delicious refresh-
ments and arranged for the children
to sing throughout the restaurant, to
the delight of many patrons.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial
assistance to children in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains who are in need of
medical care and cannot afford it.
The organization was established in
1983 and is run by a volunteer board
of trustees comprised of residents
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains with
diverse backgrounds in fields such as
education, medicine, religion, social
work and business.

Anyone may make a referral for
assistance by writing to: The Tiny
Tim Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 181,
Fanwood, N.J. 07076.

Barbara Anilo
President Tiny Tim Fund, Fanwood

Resident Disappointed in Skibitsky
Speech, Westfield Leader Reporting

Scotch Plains Council Needs to
Support Fair School Funding Plan

Redeemer Lutheran Thanks Westfield
For Support During Mourning

Newspaper Made Tabloid Allegations to Present Desperate
And Weak Argument in Editorial on Incinerator Deal

Mayor Malool Wants to Waste More
Time, Money on Another Study

On behalf of Redeemer Lutheran
Church and School, please accept
our heartfelt thanks for your outpour-
ing of friendship, consolation, and
prayers as we mourn the loss of Mar-
garet Kritsch Anderson, who died
heroically in the line of duty as a
federal law enforcement officer at
Mount Rainier National Park on New
Year’s Day.

Margaret moved to Westfield in
1988 at the age of 11 when her father,
Pastor Paul Kritsch, began his minis-
try at our church and school and in
our community. All who were fortu-
nate to have known her and the love
surrounding her in the Kritsch’s home
could be assured of the inner-strength,
faith and values that she carried for-
ward into adulthood as a wife, mother
of two young daughters, and profes-
sional. Our day of celebrating the

beginning of a new year was sud-
denly darkened by the news of her
tragic death and the anguish of an
overwhelming loss.

At a special service of healing on
Wednesday evening, as I witnessed
the masses of members and friends
spilling over from our sanctuary into
the halls, I was reminded of how
well-loved Pastor and Dorothy
Kritsch have become in our commu-
nity over the course of more than 23
years, loved not only by Redeemer’s
members but by countless others
around us from various walks of life.
As well, I was reminded of how proud
I am to live in a town where friends
and neighbors come together in times
of tragedy and grief.

Mike King, Helen Diana
Redeemer Lutheran Church

Westfield

After years of study and delay for
shared services, Mayor Malool now
states that, “nothing has happened.”
That phrase might have meaning com-
ing from someone on the street com-
menting on her progress to share ser-
vices, but it rings hollow coming
from an elected official who could
actually do something. Since as she
states “nothing has happened” she is
now claiming to fix this nothingness
by starting a new study to merge the
two towns. A study was done on
shared services in 2010; it recom-
mended, among several suggestions,
that the two towns should merge the
police departments and public works
and that this would save us taxpayers
money.

In the same interview, the Mayor
states that if a study shows “it would
save taxpayers hundreds of dollars
you would be foolish not to move

forward,” why then is Mayor Malool
not following her own advice? From
my standpoint it seems that Mayor
Malool does not want to share and
just wants to delay and the best way
to delay is to call for another study.

If Mayor Malool wants to waste
Scotch Plains’ residents money on
yet another study, that is up to her and
the voters of Scotch Plains. Unfortu-
nately, her delay to share services
today is impacting not just Scotch
Plains but also every taxpayer in
Fanwood. For the sake of every tax-
payer in Fanwood, please implement
the recommendations of the last study
you agreed to prior to wasting an-
other two to four years and our money
on yet another study. Time is money;
let’s move forward today and as you
say, “not be foolish.”

Jack Molenaar
Fanwood

I would like to set the record straight
regarding your editorial, “Tipping
Fees of $100/Ton Smell, Dumping
Rules Need Fixing,” and the recent
lease extension deal for waste dis-
posal between the Union County
Utilities Authority and Covanta En-
ergy.

 The contract extension between
the Union County Utilities Authority
and Covanta is a win for both the
municipalities and the county – it
lowers trash collection costs for the
towns and gives the county a long-
term and inexpensive solution for
waste disposal. Most importantly, it
puts what equates to “found money”
back into the strained budgets of
municipalities and the county that
now allow them to maintain services
and keep public safety workers on
the job.

No municipalities were under any

obligation to participate in the exten-
sion deal and the choice to do so was
solely on the part of local leaders.
However, I would like to point out
that even those municipalities that
did not participate in the new con-
tract are still reaping the rewards of it
through their receipt of solid waste
grants that reduce their costs by $3
per ton. Again, this is one of those
situations where everyone involved
is seeing a benefit.

You also chose to conveniently
leave out the fact that Union County,
like all counties in New Jersey, is
under a mandate by the state regard-
ing solid waste flow control and the
requirement for waste to be trans-
ported to a publicly owned facility.

 You make tabloid allegations like
“hush money” and “big brother” to
describe this deal, which underscores
your desperation and weak argument.

You also make reference to the Union
County Utilities Authority interim
director in a way that has no bearing
on his position at the UCUA nor does
it have any place in the discussion
about our lease extension with
Covanta.

Truth be told, the only financial
information that truly is relevant in
this case is that a total of $100 million
will be saved over the lifetime of this
deal – savings that has already started
making its way back into the budgets
of Union County and its municipali-
ties. I would encourage you to stop
the rhetoric and focus on the results.

The facts are the facts no matter
how you choose to portray them, but
when all is said and done feel free to
stop and simply say, “Thank you.”

John Kulish Chairman,
Union County Utilities Authority

Rahway

I am writing to express my disap-
pointment at the contents of Mayor
Skibitsky’s State of the Town Ad-
dress as reported by The Westfield
Leader on January 5. This annual
address, the only one of the year I
believe by our mayor, should I think
be honest but upbeat — a hopefully
positive description of the state of
affairs in our town and setting forth
the mayor’s goals for the coming
year.

 Instead, as reported by The Leader,
part of the address discussed a hear-
say remark by someone calling to
complain about debris pickup who
said the mayor, as quoted by The
Leader, purportedly asked “why the
town let Ferraro’s burn to the ground.”
This question, if it was even asked
that way, was allegedly asked over
two months earlier, before the elec-
tion in which the mayor’s Republi-
can slate won every seat.

Allegedly, the statement, which was
the basis for the question, was made
by a Democratic candidate. So now
we have a statement attributed to

someone by someone else who made
a call to Town Hall — double hearsay
actually. Who knows what the candi-
date really said, and what the caller
really said. More than that, why does
it have to become part of an annual
address by our mayor, and why does
The Leader irresponsibly have to cre-
ate a headline reading, “In State-of-
Town Address, Mayor Decries the
‘Politics of Fear,’”, and almost as an
aside say (on page 8), “The rest of the
Mayor’s message to the citizenry was
upbeat....”; many readers may not
even have read that far.

I fully understand that municipali-
ties have for years called on neigh-
boring towns for help during emer-
gencies; if some candidates saw this
is an issue so be it. Factual responses
can be given and have been. How-
ever, I expect more from the leader of
our town than what I saw in this
speech, and I think The Leader’s re-
porting was unfortunate and irrespon-
sible.

Steve Barcan
Westfield

At its last meeting, the Scotch Plains
Town Council briefly considered the
Fair School Funding Plan. Next week it
will vote on a resolution supporting the
plan. You can find information about
that Plan at
www.fairschoolfunding.com. It is a law
introduced in the State Senate by Sena-
tor Doherty, which requires that state
education aid be divided among the
state’s school districts based on the
number of students in each district. The
State Constitution requires that all edu-
cation aid from the state income tax be
used apportioned in the manner pro-
vided by the Legislature “for the equal
benefit of all the people.”

The state Supreme Court, through
various court cases over the years, has
taken over the Legislature’s authority
and has directed that state education aid
be apportioned based on a whole slew
of factors, such as the number of stu-
dents receiving free lunch, the number
of students for whom English is a sec-
ond language, and the tax base of each
town. If a student in a district meets
more than one criterion, bonus points
are given and a multiple of aid is di-
rected to that student’s district. The
formulas are mind-boggling and allow
for manipulation (for instance, if a dis-
trict can manipulate the number of chil-
dren in the free lunch program then,
presto, more state aid). Up until now,
the Legislature has made no effort to
push back against the convoluted for-
mulas developed by the Court over the
years.

Many people agree that financial as-
sistance needs to be given to poorer
school districts. But we need to remem-
ber a couple of things. Money from the
state income tax is required by law to be
used to reduce local property taxes.
Income tax revenue is used to pay state
education aid in order to lower property
taxes since by far the biggest portion of
local property taxes goes to the pay for
education. The state income tax is pro-
gressive – it takes money from wealthy
districts disproportionately. So if in-
come tax revenues are collected at pro-
gressive tax rates (which they are) and
then get allocated based only on the
number of students in a district (that’s

the Plan) it is simple math to see that
lower income districts would receive
more money than they “paid in,” and
wealthier districts would receive less
than they “paid in.” Scotch Plains and
Fanwood pay about $51.8 million in
state income taxes and receive back
approximately $2.2 million in state aid.
Under the Fair School Funding Plan,
SPF would receive approximately $41
million in state aid – which is more than
$10 million less than the two towns pay
in state income taxes. Under the Plan,
that $10 million would be available to
go to lower income districts.

In addition, and just as important,
giving more and more money to lower
income districts has not and will not
result in better education. Abbott dis-
tricts spend a lot more per student than
SPF does and they do not provide a
better education. More money is not the
answer to the education problem.

Supporting the Fair School Funding
Plan does NOT mean you do not sup-
port giving aid to lower income dis-
tricts. Remember that under State Con-
stitution the Legislature is supposed to
allocate school aid “for the equal ben-
efit of all the people.” Only over the last
few decades has the Supreme Court got
into the act and changed the rules. Allo-
cating state aid based on the number of
students would continue to give a huge
amount of support to lower income
districts. But it would do so in a way
that is a lot fairer to the districts that pay
the most income taxes.

The Scotch Plains Town Council
seemed hesitant (to say the least) to get
involved with this issue, claiming it is a
“state issue” and “passing a resolution
won’t make any difference.” This isn’t
a state issue; it is a $38-million issue for
us local taxpayers and the Council is
our local governing body and it ought to
not only pass a resolution supporting
the Fair School Funding Plan but it
ought to put pressure on our state legis-
lators to support it. That’s part of their
job. We should give them the message
that they ought to support wholeheart-
edly the Fair School Funding Plan. This
letter represents my personal views.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Lawmakers Should Try to Follow
Statesmanship of Alex DeCroce

The end of the New Jersey Legislative session took a
sad twist Monday night when Assembly Republican
Leader Alex DeCroce of Morris County passed away
suddenly at the statehouse.

There may have been few thoughts of humanity in the
late hours Monday night. Lawmakers were swiftly mov-
ing to pass a flurry of bills before the session ended, thus
killing any bills not signed by Governor Chris Christie.
Bills not signed by the Governor before the new legisla-
ture convenes must be reintroduced in this coming year’s
session by lawmakers to be reconsidered in the process.
Each lawmaker can pre-file 25 of bills they sponsored in
the last session; the remaining bills are up for grabs and
can be “stolen” by lawmakers from either side of the
political aisle. Otherwise, the slate gets wiped clean.

Mr. Decroce’s death, however, brings a human element
to Trenton. He was said to always be friendly to his fellow
lawmakers regardless of party affiliation and, although
passionate about Republican causes, always was a gentle-
man. We need more lawmakers like Alex Decroce.

In our view, the focus in 2012 should be on what is best
for New Jersey, not for special interests or special egos.
We hope it will happen, and we will be first to praise it if
so.

By virtue of redistricting, there are three new senators
in the 40-member Senate and around a dozen new Assem-
bly members — including Sean Kean from Monmouth
County, who wound up back in the Assembly after he was
redistricted out of his Senate seat.

One lawmaker, Vince Polistina (R), is out of the assem-
bly after being defeated by Senator Jim Whelan (D) in a
bid for the senate seat in District 2 (Atlantic). In addition,
a number of Assembly members opted not to seek reelec-
tion after being redistricted. Republican Assemblyman
Domenick DiCicco (R-Gloucester) was the only incum-

bent to lose after he was redistricted into a district with
two incumbent Democrats. As a result, Democrats have
increased their majority in the Assembly to 48-32 and
continue to hold a 24-16 edge in the Senate.

Despite all the jockeying of lawmakers, in our opinion,
there is less competition than there was before. We ques-
tion why politicians are involved in the redistricting
process in the first place. The goal always seems to protect
the incumbents. Shouldn’t that be up to the voters?

District 21, represented by Senator Tom Kean, Jr., As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz, has seen a number of changes. Chatham Township,
Harding, Madison and Millburn have been moved to other
districts. Bernards Township, Far Hills, and Chatham Bor-
ough have joined the district that includes Summit, Cranford,
Garwood, Springfield, Mountainside and Westfield.

District 22, which was unchanged during New Jersey
redistricting, includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood as well
as Clark, Linden, Plainfield and Rahway. Senator Nick
Scutari (D-Linden), Assemblywoman Linda Scutari (D-
Scotch Plains) and Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
Plainfield) represent the District.

With the next Gubernatorial Election coming up in 2013,
we believe that 2012 must be the year to get things accom-
plished in the state. Both parties will to turn to politics in 2013
when, once again, all 120 seats will be on the ballot.

Of course, we’ll have plenty of politics to absorb this
year with the Presidential foray. Don’t expect much of the
New Jersey primary this year though. The Presidential
Primary has been moved back again to the second Tues-
day in June with the rest of Congressional, state, county
and municipal Primary contests. By then, the Democrats
and Republicans will have narrowed your choice for
President down to two individuals from a possible pool of
over 200,000 million in the nation.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Naiad – A water nymph or woman

swimmer
2. Tinea – Ringworm; a skin disease

caused by a fungus
3. Ichthyolite – The impression of a

fish in a rock
4. Philiater – An amateur medical stu-

dent

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

OLLAMH
1. Any assortment; a stew
2. A regional congress of soviets
3. A teacher or sage of ancient Ireland
4. An ancient flask or jug of leather

BRACCATE
1. Having feathers which conceal the

feet and legs
2. Interlaced or linked
3. Brittle
4. Salty; saline

TORVITY
1. Sternness; grimness
2. Second-class, such as with racing

boats
3. A twisting
4. Act of torturing

KNELL
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A vase or pitcher with three handles
3. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
4. A mournful sound; usually of a bell

toll

See More Letters
On Page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Merged Services?
Not in My Lifetime.


