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Winning

A STEADY LEADER... Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce, left, sits
next to Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. during a panel discussion at the
New Jersey League of Municipalities Convention in November. Mr. Decroce
passesd away suddenly Monday night at the Statehouse.

GOP Leader Alex Decroce
Remembered by Colleagues

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee held its annual
reorganization meeting on January 2
at which time the following appoint-
ments were made:

Mayor for 2012, David Robinson,
and Deputy Mayor, Andis Kalnins.

Mayoral Appointments of Township
Commissioners: Commissioner of Fi-
nance, Andis Kalnins; Commissioner
of Public Safety, Lisa Adubato Nesi;
Commissioner Public Works/Engineer-
ing, Kevin Campbell; Commissioner
of Public Affairs, Edward O’Malley.

Mayoral Appointments to the Plan-
ning Board: Peter Taylor as a Class IV
member for a four-year term; Timo-
thy Brown as an alternate for a two-
year term; Robert Bovasso as a mem-
ber of the zoning board of adjustment
for four-year term and John Mallon as
an alternate for a two-year term.

Mayoral Appointments to Library
Board: Marge Shackell and Patricia
Pavlak as members for five-year terms
and Andrea Van Bergen as an associ-
ate member for a one-year term with
Commissioner O’Malley as commis-
sioner/ liaison.

Mayoral Appointments to the Envi-
ronmental Commission: Maria Harris
and Ann Darby as members for three-
year terms; Linda MacMenamie as a
member to fill an unexpired term end-
ing December 31, 2011; David
DesRochers as an alternate no. 1 mem-
ber for a two-year term; Carol Berns,
Ronald Margulis, Barbara Murphy,
Ana Pinto, and Mary Reilly and Mary
Sudiak as associate members for one-
year terms; Nelson Dittmar as chair-
man for 2012, and Commissioner
O’Malley as commission Liaison.

Mayoral Appointment to Emer-
gency Management Council for 2012:
Interim Township Administrator/Po-
lice Chief Eric Mason, coordinator;
Police Captain Joseph Van Bergen,
and Fire Chief Leonard R. Dolan,
3rd, deputy coordinators, Mayor
Robinson, Public Safety Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato Nesi, Sanitarian
Monika Koscova, Superintendent of
Schools Gayle Carrick, Township
Engineer Richard Marsden, Public
Works Coordinator Steven Wardell,
CENCOM Coordinator Gareth
Williams,consultant Robert
D’Ambola, Construction Code Offi-
cial Richard Belluscio, TV35 repre-
sentative Edward Davenport; citizen
representative Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick, and support team members
Paul Josewitch, Michael Plick, and
Michael Beams.

Board of Education Liaison for
2012: Commissioner Andis Kalnins.

Official appointments are as fol-
lows: Municipal Judge, Mark
Cassidy, for a three-year term; Town-
ship Attorney, Philip J. Morin, 3rd,
for one-year term; Bond Counsel,
Steven Rogut of Rogut McCarthy
LLC; Auditors, Suplee Clooney &
Company of Westfield; Public De-
fender, John DeMassi of Schiller and
Pittenger; municipal prosecutor, Ri-
chard Brightman; alternate prosecu-

tor, Robert Donovan (all officials were
appointed to one-year terms).

Appointments to the Citizen Fi-
nance Strategy Team: Ann Darby,
Richard Feder, Edward Force, Will-
iam Garbarini, Thomas Hannen,
Luccio Ricci, Gary Surmay and Andis
Kalnins as deputy mayor/liaison.

Downtown District Management
Corporation appointments are as fol-
lows: Martha Garcia, resident mem-
ber for a three-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2014; Gary Goodman as
an owner member for a three-year
term ending December 31, 2014;
Barry O’Donovan as an owner mem-
ber to fill an unexpired term ending
December 31, 2013; Stefanie Lalor
as a proprietor member to fill an
unexpired term ending December 31,
2012; Martha Garcia as chairperson
for a one-year term; and Lisa Adubato
Nesi as commissioner/liaison for a
one-year term.

Appointments to Flood Control Ad-
visory Committee for the year 2012:
Commissioner/Liaison Kevin
Campbell; Township Engineer Rich-
ard Marsden; Engineering Consult-
ant Gregory Sgroi, Daniel
Aschenbach, Cynthia Ballis, Jo Ann
Boyle, Richard Buontempo, Robert
Colonna, John DeCotiis, Cindy
Gallagher, Walter Gallagher, Thomas
Hannen, Ellen Hunt, Louis Lambe,
Ronald Margulis, James Masterson,
Nicholas Melchiorre, Emil Metz,
Elaine Meyer, Joseph Musillo,
Michael Pender, Judy Pender, Robert
Puhak, Jonathan Schrier, Christian
Siano, Jeremy Tomlinson, Ed Trush,
Joan Varanelli, Ben Wiseman, and
Dr. Saul Zucker,

Appointments to the Grievance
Committee: Daniel Aschenbach, Ed
Force and Scott Mease as members
and Barbara Bilger, Ann Darby, Henry
Dreyer, George Jorn and Michael
Plick as alternate members.

Larry Fuhro was appointed as town-
ship historian for the year.

Appointments to Morses Creek
Flood Control Commission: Commis-
sioner/Liaison Kevin Campbell and
Richard Marsden, township engineer;

Other appointments are: Commis-
sioner Kalnins, township Represen-
tative to planning board, Class III, for
2012; Commissioner Campbell as
commissioner/liaison to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority for 2012;
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, Will-
iam Wright as liaison and Hugh Welsh
as alternate liaison.

Appointments to Union County Dis-
trict Solid Waste Advisory Council:
Commissioner Kevin Campbell as rep-
resentative, Deputy Mayor Andis
Kalnins as alternate representative,
Township Engineer Richard Marsden,
and sanitarian Monika Koscova; Union
County League of Municipalities:
Mayor Robinson as representative and
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins as alter-
nate representative; Union County
Transportation Advisory Board: Hugh
Welsh as township delegate and
Ronald Zuber as alternate.

TRENTON – State lawmakers of
both political parties fondly remem-
bers state Assembly Minority Leader
Alex Decroce, 75, the Republican leader
of the lower house, after the long-time
lawmaker died collapsed and died sud-
denly at the conclusion of last session
of 2010-2011 legislative session.

Mr. DeCroce, a Parsippany resi-
dent, had served as Republican leader
since 2003 and had been in the Assem-
bly since 1989, representing the 26th
district which covers Morris County.
He previously served as deputy speaker
in the Assembly and as Republican
conference leader. A realtor, he gradu-
ated from Seton Hall University. His
wife, Betty Lou Decroce, is deputy
commissioner of community affairs
in the Christie administration.

Governor Chris Christie, also a resi-
dent of Morris County, a fellow Repub-
lican, has known Mr. Decroce for two
decades. “I lost a dear friend, colleague,
and mentor,” the Governor said in a
statement. “He helped to give me my
start in elective politics in Morris County
in 1993. He was one of the most kind,
considerate, and trustworthy people I
have ever had the pleasure to know. He
was an enormously accomplished leg-
islator and a tremendous servant to the
people of New Jersey. This is an enor-
mous loss for our state and for me
personally,” the Governor said.

Locally, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) served
as the number 2 leadership position
under Mr. Decroce as GOP confer-
ence leader since 2009. Mr.
Bramninck has been in the Assembly
since 2003. “I am deeply saddened
by the shocking and painful loss of
Leader DeCroce. Alex became a close
personal friend over the years, and I
spent many hours by his side,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “He was a model
statesman who led our caucus with
grace and integrity. Alex was a men-
tor to many of us, and his wisdom and
kindness made this state a better place.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
Betty Lou and the entire DeCroce
family. We have lost one of our most
dedicated public servants.”

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) said, “The
New Jersey Legislature lost one of its
own today, and with him, a great
leader and public servant.”

“Alex was a true leader for the
Republican caucus in the Assembly,
and was loved and respected by leg-
islators of both chambers, on both
sides of the aisle. He worked tire-
lessly for his constituents, for our

party, and to make sure this institu-
tion never lost sight of who it was
supposed to serve — the people of
New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said.

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-34, East Orange) and Assembly
Majority Leader-elect Louis
Greenwald (D-Camden) released a
jointtatement Tuesday morning. “The
Assembly and the State of New Jer-
sey has been struck by a terrible and
shocking loss. Alex DeCroce was a
friend, colleague and leader. He was
a dedicated public servant. He was a
true New Jerseyan. He was always
someone ready with a handshake and
a laugh, no matter the circumstance,
and his devotion to the people of New
Jersey was unwavering. The Assem-
bly has lost one of its great institu-
tions. His absence will never be filled.
We are saddened beyond words.”

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-
20, Union), who was majority leader
the past two years and former state
chairman from the Democratic Party,
also released a statement.

“Alex DeCroce was a great public
servant dedicated to the people of New
Jersey. His loss is unimaginable and
tragic,” Mr. Cryan said. “It’s impos-
sible to even picture the New Jersey
General Assembly without having Alex
DeCroce seated at his aisle desk advo-
cating for his beliefs and constituents.”

 “I had the honor of sitting across
from him for two years, and I can tell
you that even when things got tough,
Alex DeCroce was always a gentle-
man. His vast experience and under-
standing of New Jersey was always
helpful. His leadership was always
steady. His humor was always
present,” Mr. Cryan said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who
served 18 years in the state Legisla-
ture including 11 years in the Assem-
bly prior to his election to Congress
in 2008, said he and his wife, Heidi,
were “shocked and saddened to hear
of the passing” of Mr. DeCroce.

“I had the distinct honor of serving
with Alex in the Legislature for 18
years — four of those years working
very closely together as members of
the Republican leadership. Alex was a
wonderful friend and colleague; a great
leader in the Legislature who was de-
voted to both his Morris and Passaic
County constituents and the entire state
of New Jersey,” Mr. Lance said.

The Assembly cancelled its reor-
ganization ceremony at the Trenton
War Memorial on Tuesday. Instead, a
brief, informal swearing-in ceremony
took place.

Lance:  Obama Should
Withdraw Appointment

Lautenberg Applauds
Action by President
NEWARK – U.S. Senator Frank

Lautenberg (D-N.J.) released the fol-
lowing statement after President Barack
Obama announced the appointment of
Richard Cordray to head the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau:

“It is shameful that Republicans
have done everything in their power
to prevent consumers from getting
the protection they need and deserve.
Hard-working Americans are strug-
gling to make ends meet while the
people responsible for this economic
mess continue to earn millions in
bonuses.

“With this appointment, the agency
will finally have the authority it needs
to pursue its mission and ensure that
middle-class Americans have some-
one on their side. Richard Cordray is
an eminently qualified choice to lead
the agency and I applaud President
Obama for sticking up for Main
Street.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has criticized
President Barack Obama’s decision
to “bypass long-standing precedent
and nominate Richard Cordray to
head the new Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) via a re-
cess appointment.”

“Today’s (January 4th) recess ap-
pointment of Richard Cordray breaks
long-standing precedent that limits
U.S. Presidents to recess appoint-
ments only when the Senate is in a
recess of 10 days or longer,” Rep.
Lance said. “President Obama has
appointed Mr. Cordray without Sen-
ate advice and consent and without
the adjournment of Congress, ignor-
ing the fundamental principle of
checks-and-balances.”

The Congressman says the U.S.
Constitution stipulates that the House
and Senate cannot adjourn for longer
than three days without the consent
of the other body – agreed to by a
concurrent adjournment resolution.
According to Speaker of the House
John Boerner, neither chamber has
passed an adjournment resolution,
and instead both have been holding
pro-forma sessions every three days.

In line with decades of congres-
sional practice, the U.S. Department
of Justice has found that Congress
must be in recess more than three
days before a President can make a
recess appointment. According to
news reports, White House lawyers
believe the President can ignore these
sessions as not legitimate — a per-
spective that has not been adopted by
other modern Presidents.

The Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau was created by the 2010
Dodd-Frank financial law. For his

part, Rep. Lance said he voted twice
against the Dodd-Frank law and op-
posed the creation of the CFPB call-
ing it, “a bureaucratic overreach by
the executive branch that will restrict
small bank lending and ultimately
hurt the economy.”

“It is of my opinion that the Presi-
dent should withdraw this unprec-
edented recess appointment and ad-
here to decades of precedent. Mr.
Cordray’s nomination should be sent
to the U.S. Senate for its consider-
ation as part of the Senate’s constitu-
tional role to advise and consent on
presidential appointments,” Mr.
Lance concluded.

Scutari Bill on Trade Secrets
Signed Into Law by Christie

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22,
Linden) to help protect the trade se-
crets of New Jersey businesses has
been signed into law by Governor
Chris Christie.

The New Jersey Trade Secrets Act
(S-2456/A-921) establishes by law
specific remedies available to busi-
nesses in the event that a trade secret
– such as a formula, design, a proto-
type or invention – is misappropri-
ated. The bill was based on legisla-
tion that exists in 46 states and the
District of Columbia.

“The New Jersey Trade Secrets
Act seeks to protect businesses oper-
ating in our state by creating severe
legal consequences for individuals
involved in the wrongful disclosure
of confidential information,” Mr.

Scutari said. “Implementing this kind
of safeguard for companies is critical
to creating a climate in New Jersey in
which businesses are able to prosper
and grow.”

A court will be able to award attor-
neys fees in any action involving
misappropriation if willful and mali-
cious misappropriation exists; a claim
of misappropriation is made in bad
faith; or a motion to terminate an
injunction is made or resisted in bad
faith. The law stipulates that if a pub-
lic entity or employee is the defen-
dant in any action involving misap-
propriation of a trade secret, the pro-
visions of the New Jersey Tort Claims
Act would supersede any conflicting
provision of the bill.

The Senate approved the bill 39-0; the
Assembly approved the measure 79-0.


