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Westfield Leader only

WORLD LEADER…The Westfield Leader makes an appearance in Vatican City
with Sen. Dr. H. C. Hans Albert Courtial, the Ambassador of Rome to the World,
and Westfield’s Candace Wicke, president of The Continuo Arts Foundation.
Accepting new singers in all five Intergenerational Choral Ensembles for the
Winter-Spring semester, members of the Children and Youth Choirs will have
the opportunity to perform in Rome, Assisi and Prague. For more information
call Continuo Arts at (908) 264-5324.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD…Freeholder Vernell Wright, the newest county free-
holder, and Freeholder Chris Hudak join in the singing of the National Anthem
with other officials at Union County’s reorganization Sunday at the Union
County Courthouse.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DIGNITARIES’ BOX…Union County’s 155th reorganization meeting brought
out a number of elected officials on Sunday afternoon at the Union County
Courthouse. Pictured, from left to right in front row, are: Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, state Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and state Senator Barbara
Buono (D-18, Edison). Pictured in back is Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20, Elizabeth).

Christina HInke for The Westfield Leader
TAKING IT IN…Former Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy, center, listens
at the reorganization meeting held Sunday afternoon in Borough Hall, as
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, standing,
look on.

McAloon and traffic safety consult-
ant Gordon Meth.

Acting Mayor Neylan reported that
there is a “very good dialogue be-
tween the two committees.” She said
that they are moving forward to im-
prove safety at WHS, and plan to
hold another public meeting on the
subject in the future.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Paul Deroo, a
resident of the Duncan Hill apart-
ments, thanked the mayor and coun-
cil following his communication re-
garding the need for enforcement of
no parking zones along Central Av-
enue. He said since his communica-
tion, the situation “seems to have
been a lot better.”

Acting Mayor Neylan thanked him
for coming out to the meeting, and
Mr. Gildea said that the town has
been observing the issue and it seems
to be resolved.
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WF Council

It was also noted that to date, 101
college representatives have come to
the high school to meet with stu-
dents, which was reported as an in-
crease of 25 percent from last year. In
addition, it was reported that 189
colleges and universities participated
in the high school’s college night.

Both counselors noted that the two
new guidance counselors added to
each of the middle schools were an
asset to the counseling program.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 24, at 8 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE OATH…Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz administers the oath of
office to Summit Mayor Ellen Dickson at the January 4 reorganization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN…Garwood Councilwoman Sara Todisco is sworn in by Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi at the reorganization meeting Sunday afternoon, while her
brother, Brandon Clark, looks on.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MR. CHAIRMAN…Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood is
sworn in as the 2012 Chairman of the Board of Chosen Freeholders by state
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), left, as his wife, Phyllis; daughter
Micayla, and son Alexander hold the Holy Bible during Sunday’s county
reorganization meeting.

tion to both out of respect for both
ideas and everyone’s hard work,
however my position on longevity
is the same,” Ms. Todisco added.
She voted against the ordinance to
freeze longevity last year.

During the workshop meeting,
Councilwoman Todisco said she
would like to see non-union em-
ployees evaluated. She handed out
what she called a “broad outline” to
the mayor, council and attorney for
a new resolution for employee
evaluations that would spell out a
chain of command, semi-annual
evaluations, a new procedure for
raises where the borough council
would determine the pool of money
set aside for raises based on the
budget as well as the percent raise
increase.

In the future, Ms. Todisco said she
would like to see union employees
be evaluated as well.

On the council’s consent agenda,
the council approved to renew a one-

year contract with QSA for preven-
tative maintenance to the HVAC units
at a cost of $6,945, which includes
quarterly maintenance and labor for
service calls. Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma said the units are old
and are repaired often.

Two new police vehicles were also
approved. Chief of Police Bruce
Underhill told The Westfield Leader
that the police department will ac-
quire a two-year lease, at $26,000
each, for two 4x2 Chevrolet Tahoe
pursuit-rated SUVs and will be the
replacement patrol vehicle going for-
ward. Ford discontinued the Crown
Victoria pursuit vehicle in 2011. The
Tahoe price is $1,000 less than the
lowest priced pursuit vehicle, which
is the Charger. Chief Underhill said
the residual value is three times
higher than the previous sedans.

The council met for an executive
session at the end of the meeting to
discuss issues with some bidders for
the athletic field complex.
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Garwood Council

staff for the late Senator Joseph Suliga
(D-Linden), he thanked his former
teachers, coaches and colleagues.

“There are more tomorrows than
there are yesterdays, and this is your
opportunity to shape those tomor-
rows,” Freeholder Hudak said.

A number of dignitaries were on
hand for the meeting, including
Congressmen Leonard Lance (R-
7th, Clinton Township), Frank
Pallone (D-6th, Long Branch),
Donald Payne (D-6th, Newark) and
Albio Sires (D-13th, West New
York), state Senators Ray Lesniak
(D-20th, Elizabeth) and Barbara
Buono (D-18th, Metuchen), Assem-
blywomen Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) and Annette Quijano
(D-20th, Elizabeth), Assemblymen
Jon Bramnick (D-20th), Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield), Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Newark
City Councilman Ron Rice, Jr.

During his annual address, Free-
holder Mirabella announced several
new initiatives for the county this
year. The first, Union County Means
Business, will be a series of net-
working breakfast meetings for busi-
ness, community and government
representatives. The first breakfast
is scheduled for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 1, at Kean University in Union.

The new chairman also an-
nounced new programs for the dis-
abled and those with special needs.
The Autism Theatre Initiative, to be
developed at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center, will make
plays available to those ages 5 to
18. In addition, a “Horticulture for
Children with Special Needs” pro-
gram will be reintroduced as part of
the Rutgers Cooperative Master
Gardeners program.

Freeholder Mirabella said a
Union County Tech School of De-
sign would be added to the Union
County Vo-Tech program, which
currently houses five high schools.
The four-year program will initially
have 20 ninth graders studying digi-
tal media and computer-aided de-
sign, ultimately enrolling 80 stu-
dents in grades 9 to 12 by the end of
the four years. Students will be able
to earn up to 30 college credits
through an agreement with Kean

University.
In addition, Freeholder Mirabella

said, the county would offer active
military men and women cards for
free usage and/or discounts at
county golf courses, pools, the
county’s skating center and
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter. He said a “veterans apprecia-
tion” concert would be held this
summer.

During the public comments sec-
tion of the meeting, Bruce Paterson
of Garwood gave his own initia-
tives that he would like to see the
board follow. They include reduc-
ing taxes and spending and listen-
ing to the public.

Mr. Paterson also said he was
opposed to a resolution approved
by the freeholders awarding a one-
year contract of $150,000 to Win-
ning Strategies Washington/
Hoboken Strategy Group, a firm
based in Washington, D.C. Win-
ning Strategies, which has been con-
tracted by the county for several
years, provides lobbying and gov-
ernment-relations services.

Mr. Paterson said he believes the
county should lobby its Congres-
sional and state delegations when
needed rather than hiring a profes-
sional lobbyist.

County Manager Al Faella said
Winning Strategies has provided in-
formation to secure “substantial
grants” to the county.

The board also approved a
$232,125, one-year contract to the
Union County Alliance, which Mr.
Faella said is $100,000 less than
last year.

The board also approved several
one-year contracts for outside at-
torneys totaling $322,500. The
Cranford firm of Rogut McCarthy,
LLC was approved as special coun-
sel in connection to the issuance of
bonds or notes in 2012.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
announced the chairpersons for the
freeholders’ standing committees.
They are as follows: Deborah
Scanlon, open space; Dan Sullivan,
finance; Mr. Estrada, shared ser-
vices and intergovernmental rela-
tions; Mr. Hudak, homeland secu-
rity, and Mohamed Jalloh, policy.
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Union County Freeholders next year; our budget won’t allow it.”
Joe Verga, president of Girls Softball

League of Westfield, asked the com-
mission about the status of improve-
ments to Memorial Park. Recreation
Director Bruce Kaufmann said the in-
field had been cut out and that sod
would be ordered.

“Eight player benches have been
ordered, and our people will be putting
them in,” he said. “As far as backstops,
we’ll have to get pricing.”

Mr. Kaufmann said the field at
Tamaques Park had been worked on
and that clay had been brought in, and
that any other improvements would
depend on pricing.

Jane Clancy, board of education liai-
son to the recreation commission, said
that there are several pieces of legisla-
tion in the state Assembly and Senate,
which would move board of education
elections from April to November, and
that school budgets would only be voted
on in November if they exceed the
state-mandated 2-percent cap. “Of
course, it could make the board elec-
tion more political,” she said.

On another matter, she recommended
the website “AllthingsWestfield.com,”
which she said lists activities in
Westfield.

When asked about what the board
would do with its $2.21 million in
capital reserves, Ms. Clancy said, “The
board is now trying to develop a long-
range plan to deal with such things as
roofs and boilers at the schools.”

She also said the board will be work-
ing on usage fee rates for use of board
facilities.

Frank Arena, town council liaison to
the recreation commission, reported
that border collies had been successful
in ridding Mindowaskin Park of geese.
“However, when that happens, they go
somewhere else,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said the recreation
department went out to bid for concrete
work to be done at the Westfield Me-
morial Pool and received quotes from
eight contractors ranging from $65,400
to $148,897. He said the town council
would award the bid on January 13 to
the lowest qualified bidder, to be deter-
mined by Town Attorney Russell
Feinstein.

The concrete work will be at the
entrance area to the pool and in front of
the men’s and women’s restrooms, he
said. As a separate project, Mr.
Kaufmann said that three lights would
be added around the lap pool. Pool
schedules and fees were not discussed
at Monday’s meeting.

Mr. Kaufmann said he had met with

a representative from Union County
who took photographs of projects and
discussed expenses amounting to
$330,000, with the hope of Westfield
receiving a 50-percent refund from the
county Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

The commission discussed develop-
ing a five-year plan to decide what to
spend money on, to make projections
and to lay the groundwork for future
projects. In other business, Mr.
Kaufmann said that recreation depart-
ment clerk Rosemarie DeGregorio,
who had worked in the office since
2006, resigned January 1 and will not
be replaced by a full-time worker.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the recreation
department conference room in the
Westfield Municipal Building.
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Westfield Recreation Comm.Citing Conflict, CF Dem Calls
For Twp. Attorney to Resign

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The year’s first
partisan flare-up occurred on Tues-
day when, at the township
committee’s first formal meeting of
2012, Democratic Commissioner Ed
O’Malley called for the resignation
of newly-named township attorney
Phil Morin for what Mr. O’Malley
said was a conflict of interest related
to the appointment.

“We’ve been compromised,” Mr.
O’Malley said near the end of the
committee’s meeting, pointing out
that Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, a
Republican elected last November,
had voted last week to approve Mr.
Morin’s appointment even though Mr.
Kalnins’ wife had worked for the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee, which is headed by Mr. Morin.
Mr. O’Malley said the move “under-
mines trust” between residents and
the municipal government and called
for an “uncompromised” person to
be named as township attorney.

Mr. Kalnins said there was no con-
flict because while his wife had
worked at the county party office as a
part-time secretary, she had left that
position just prior to last November’s
election. He noted that Mr. Morin
had been selected through the appro-
priate processes. “I voted [for Mr.
Morin’s appointment] because of his
contacts in the state,” Mr. Kalnins
said.

While not echoing his colleague’s
call for Mr. Morin’s resignation,
Democratic Commissioner Kevin
Campbell called the situation “awk-

ward” and said it had been handled
“poorly,” adding that the public was
entitled to an “adequate explanation.”

In other business, Mr. Morin said
he would be at the municipal build-
ing on Friday afternoon between 3
p.m. and 6 p.m. to confer with any
residents wishing to provide input
into the township’s filings with re-
gard to the motion to reconsider a
judge’s December decision to allow
the Birchwood Avenue development
to go forward. Mr. Morin also sounded
optimistic that the state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
would be compelled to hold a public
hearing on a permit application filed
by the Birchwood Avenue developer
so that township residents can voice
their opposition to the proposed de-
velopment of 360 housing units.

Near the end of the hour-long meet-
ing, Mayor David Robinson an-
nounced what he called “startling
news,” that the township’s 2012 fee
to be paid to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority will increase by more
than 20 percent. While that increase
falls outside of the state-imposed 2
percent property tax cap, the mayor
said the increase “is still money com-
ing out of residents’ pockets.”

Earlier, Mr. Kalnins said the town-
ship budget process for 2012 was
under way, and that the township
committee was beginning to review
the budget submissions of various
municipal departments with an eye
toward cutting expenses while main-
taining services.

The committee introduced two or-
dinances that will be voted on next
month. One is a bond ordinance to
borrow money to pay off tax appeals
that were settled during 2011 while
the other sets salaries for certain
municipal employees.

At the start of the meeting, in which
Boy Scout Troop 75 led the flag sa-
lute, Mayor Robinson appointed
Kathy Lewis and Frank Klapinski to
the townhip’s environmental com-
mission. He also issued a proclama-
tion designating today, January 12,
as Martin Luther King Jr. Day in
Cranford.
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Tea Party Urges Support
Of  Funding Plan

SCOTCH PLAINS — Senator
Michael’s Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon)
presented his Fair School Funding
Plan to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Tea Party (SPFTP) on December 6.

This plan would provide tax relief
for many New Jersey citizens, ac-
cording to the (SPFT). Senator
Doherty’s plan calls for the state to
provide an equal amount of school
aid for every student in New Jersey,
regardless of where they reside.

The SPFTP said under Mr.
Doherty’s legislation SPF would re-
ceive over $38 million more in state
aid.

For more information, visit Sena-
tor Doherty’s Fair School Funding
Plan website at
fairschoolfunding.com/. The site has
examples of resolutions supporting
the Fair School Funding Plan al-
ready passed by many New Jersey
municipalities. We hope Scotch
Plains and other communities will
join the list. The Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council plans to vote on this
resolution at its Tuesday, January 17
meeting.


