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Scenes from the Cranford Township Committee Meeting – February 15, 2012

y CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Municipalities
along the Rahway River are striv-
ing to complete by mid-March
their needs statement and dam-
age assessment of Hurricane
Irene to then submit to federal
and state officials.

“The idea of a regional mayors’
council is to put that pressure on
them (Army Corps of Engineers
and the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection). I think
we have to have that well-de-
fined project before we move
forward,” former Cranford Mayor
Dan Aschenbach said last
Wednesday, when the Mayors’
Council of the Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control held a
Stormwater Management Best

Practices Conference at the
Cranford Community Center to
present the council’s goals and
ideas for an overall plan for flood
mitigation along the Rahway
River.

Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff
also stated that the council has
persuaded the Army Corps to
include the Orange Reservoir,
Diamond Mill Pond and Campbell
Mill Pond in Essex County, all
upstream in the South Mountain
Reservation, in its current study
of the Rahway River effects in
Cranford. “That is being worked
on actively as we speak,” she
said.

Mr. Aschenbach started off the
night by stating the council has
agreed to changes to local
stormwater management ordi-

nances, the implementation of
best stormwater management
practices regionally, and put
forth an acquisition of flood-
prone properties strategy that
would be submitted to Union
County.

Irene caused $31-million in ho-
meowner-insured losses in Union
County, a Cranford downtown
business sales loss of $1.6 mil-
lion, and $4.1 million in Cranford
municipal facility damages, Mr.
Aschenbach reported.

Mayor Haimoff and Millburn’s
engineer, Thomas Watkinson,
discussed how Millburn has
handled reducing runoff in de-
velopment through establishing
an ordinance to prevent soil ero-
sion and control sediment by re-
quiring developers and

homeowners undergoing large
expansions to install a sub-sur-
face seepage pit that artificially
directs runoff into the ground.

Recently, Millburn received a
grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to study
how the ordinance is effecting
stormwater management, and
“so far preliminary reports have
said they feel it is a positive
step,” Mr. Watkinson said.

The council is planning to re-
view similar ordinances in other
municipalities to determine how
to best configure such an ordi-
nance.

Some of the goals of Cranford’s
Environmental Commission
stated at the conference were to
reduce the amount of impervi-
ous cover by 10 percent over the

next five years, restrict develop-
ment in the 100-year flood zone,
strengthen Cranford’s tree ordi-
nances to restrict the cutting
down of large trees while plant-
ing more street trees, and re-
quiring or promoting the storage
of drainage from sump pumps in
dry wells instead of routing to
streets.

Some of those other goals and
ideas Cranford had outlined were
highlighted in a presentation
given by Sandy Batty, executive
director for Association of New
Jersey Environment Commission
(ANJEC). She presented green
building concepts such as green
roofs, rain barrels, flow-through
planters, rain gardens, pervious
pavement, and stormwater wet-
lands.

Mayors Discuss Best Ways to Control Flooding at CR Community Center


