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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The 2011 Pineda Summer Cast of Seussical at the Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre.

Pineda Conservatory Announces Youth
Summer Musical Theatre Program

CRANFORD - The Pineda Con-
servatory based out of the Cranford
Dramatic Club Theatre, announces
open registration for its five-week
summer musical theatre program for
students in grades 2 to 5 and grades 6
to 9.

Taught by a professional staff of
Broadway, opera and regional the-
atre performers, the summer con-

servatory runs from June 25 to Au-
gust 3 (closed July 4-8) from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday. For those who are looking
for a full day program, students can
also register for Afternoon
StageCraft, which releases at 5 p.m.

The stage craft program consists
of set model construction, paint-
ing, sewing, light, make-up, cos-
tume design, lighting and sound
instruction. Students in grades 6 to
9 are invited to participate in the
Spotlight Theatre program consist-
ing of voice, dance, audition and
acting training and a fully staged
production of High School Musi-
cal.

All students enrolled participate
in the production of High School
Musical. Students are cast during
the first week of camp in the many
diverse roles. Students rotate
throughout the four-hour morning
that consists of daily dance class,
acting, audition and voice training.

Early registration is recommended
as space is limited. Younger students
in grades 2 to 5 are invited to register
for Starlight Theater, a program con-
sisting of dance, voice and acting
training, along with a fully staged
production of Cinderella. The show
Cinderella provided by Musical The-
atre International, is specially ar-
ranged for younger children featur-
ing classic Disney favorites for a
small cast given equal parts so ev-
eryone is the star of the show. Stu-
dents in the younger program pri-
marily participate in daily classes
like acting adventures, sing a story,
physical comedy, and dance class.

Early registration is encouraged
due to the limited numbers allotted
for this class. All programs are tu-
ition based, with scholarships avail-
able based on financial need. For
registration or more information
about the program please visit
www.PinedaConservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

Mid-Day Musicales
Continue February 29
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales with a concert
by violist Brett Deubner and pianist
Amanda Harberg on February 29.
These half-hour noon concerts are
presented on Wednesdays during Lent
with an admission fee of $5.

One of this generation’s most ac-
complished violists, Brett Deubner
has received worldwide critical ac-
claim for his powerful intensity and
sumptuous tone. He has performed
across the United States, in nine coun-
tries on four continents. During the
2011-2012 season he will perform
with orchestras in North and South
America and Australia, and make
recital appearances in Philadelphia,
New Jersey, Delaware, Los Angeles,
Quito, Sydney, and Paris.

He will be accompanied by pianist
Amanda Harberg, an accomplished
composer and pianist whose works
are being performed this year across
North and South America and in
Lucerne, Switzerland.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

Theater Project Young Playwrights
Competition Awards Ceremony Set
CRANFORD — The Theater

Project Announces Winners of
Tenth Annual Young Playwrights
Competition Awards Ceremony and
Performance Saturday, March 10.

The Theater Project is proud to
announce the winners of the Tenth
Annual Young Playwrights Com-
petition. First Prize goes to Justine
DeSilva from Ridgewood; Second
Prize goes to Emma Hathaway of
Rutherford and Third Prize goes to
Angel Shin of River Vale. Dennis
Gribben of Brick, Victoria Grayner
and Kelly Sheridan both from
Dumont will receive Honorable
Mentions.

The awards ceremony and per-
formance will take place, Saturday,

March 10, at 2 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center located at 224
Walnut Ave, Cranford. Tickets are
free and limited seating is available
on a first come first serve basis.

The writers of the three winning
entries will have their work per-
formed by the professional actors
of The Theater Project at the awards
ceremony in Cranford. Each will
also receive a savings bond. The
Honorable Mention writers will re-
ceive citations and gift certificates.
The Friends of the Cranford Li-
brary have donated a prize for the
contest.

The competition was inspired by
a generous donation from Linden
resident Bill Mesce, Jr. who will

“The Oscars”
A Conservative Guess

speak at the event. Mr. Mesce is an
award-winning playwright and
screenwriter, whose recent novel
“The Advocate” was published by
Bantam Books.

The goal of the Young Playwrights’
Competition is to encourage the next
generation of theater practitioners
and audience by honoring their work
and bringing it to life.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Note: The following essay, believed to
be written by our film critic, was found in
a Snapple Diet Raspberry bottle retrieved
from a nearby river. No direct explana-
tion regarding its origin or intent was
given. It is reprinted here in its entirety.

***
Recently I pondered, ‘twas the week

before the Oscars, and perusing the nomi-
nations I grew weary. Came again that
time when the film critic is relegated to
mere handicapper, tossed to the madding
crowd as a sacrificial lamb, a blood pay-
ment for the privilege of pontificating fifty-
two weeks ad nauseam. Get ‘em right or
else, Boy-o.

Pick a few wrong and they grumble like
the burghers fixing to do-in Frankenstein.
Tar and feather futures rise. I ask, is it
worth it? From blank Word program I
gazed out at the reward for my toils, styled
after Versailles…maybe a little bigger.
But is it worth it?

Mr. O’Casey, my resident Bugatti ex-
pert, paused from his polishing and peered
through the leaded glass with a kindly
look. He knew what ‘twas afoot, having
campaigned through it, year after year. I
cracked open the window. In his distinc-
tive brogue he assured, “Don’t worry sir.
Stiff upper lip now. Something will come
up… always does.”

But if the deus ex machina were to be a
part of this story, it was painfully tardy.
Another minute passed. And then, because
this essay can only be just so many para-
graphs, came a tapping at my door. I
begged the tapper enter. In he came, creepy
as the Phantom of the Opera, announcing,
“Raven’s the name. Status quo is the
game.”

“Raven?” I mused, “as in Edgar Allan
Poe?”

“Who’s he?” Raven retorted, adding,
“I go by many names.”

“Yeah, why is that…why do you guys
always go by many names?”

“Never mind,” quoth the Raven, “I’m
here to help you pick the Oscars right, er,
I mean correctly. That is, assuming you
are a man of good judgment, if you get my
meaning. Nice place you have here. Looks
like Versailles, only a little bigger. I see my
little mortgage, oops, I mean the mortgage
disaster, didn’t hurt you any. Interested?”

“Well, I have always depended on the
kindness of strangers. But what’s in it for
you if you aid me in my choices?”

 “Oooh, don’t use the word aid. Gives
us the willies. What’s in it for us, you ask?
Nothing my friend, nothing but the satis-
faction of exposing a world conspiracy,
emanating right here in River City, the
good old U.S. of A. Here’s the deal,
Goldberg. The awards, given out by those,
uh, Hollywood types, are mere code, a
signal in the plot to take over the
world…each award standing for a specific
part of their mantra, intended to wrest the
globe from its rightful heirs.

“Wow, I always thought it was just a
scheme to sell movie tickets and put on a
boring, self-congratulatory show. By the
way, it’s Goldberger, not Goldberg. You
forgot my er.”

“You mean they haven’t even let you in
on it, your so-called caring friends?
Humph. The next thing you know they’ll
turn your slightly bigger version of
Versailles into affordable housing. Join
us, do this thing, and you can have even
another er at the end of your
name…’Goldbergerer, the Defender of the
Faith.’”

“Gee, I don’t know. Can you give me an
example of this secret cipher?”

Angrily he replied, “What don’t you
know, man? Where Mr. O’ Casey will find
another Bugatti enthusiast, or perhaps
where you’ll be able to buy a Hyundai
Accent? It’s right in front of you. You
don’t have to be a cryptologist to read into
the winners of Best Motion Picture of The
Year and Best Performance by an Actor in
a Leading Role. It’ll be ‘The Artist’ and
the guy who played its title character,
Jean Dujardin. Foreigners. No U.S. birth
certificate. Get it?”

“Gosh, seems a little farfetched…what
about Best Actress in a Leading Role?”

“Old sport, it’s as obvious as the nose on
your face…no slur intended. It’ll be Viola
Davis for ‘The Help.’ That’s to make folks
feel bad for what they contend happened
in The South years ago. Heck, you weren’t
even there. But it’s a symbol for more
equal opportunity stuff and ridiculous jobs
program designed to pick our pockets.”

Chuckling at the absurdity, I offered, “I
guess Max von Sydow will win Best Sup-
porting Actor because, anagrammatically,
the letters T, A and X, and M, O, N, E, Y,
E, and D, as in ‘tax the moneyed,’ can be
formed from Max Von Sydow in ‘Ex-
tremely Loud and Incredibly Clear.’”

“Exactly. By Jove, I think you’ve got it.
See how they work? Sly. But they get even
sneakier in the Best Supporting Actress
category, using letters from both Bérénice
Bejo in ‘The Artist’ and Melissa McCarthy
in ‘Bridesmaids’ to spell out Obamacare.”

Incredulous at the speciousness of his
deductions, I intoned, “So, I imagine Ma-
demoiselle Bejo wins because her name is
listed previous to her competition, the pre
in previous signifying no more denying
health benefits for pre-existing condi-
tions.”

“See…see how easy it is once you un-
derstand their agenda? Plainly, you think
like them. You could be valuable to us
beyond this little job. Now, figure out why
Michel Hazanavicius will win for Best Di-
rector and maybe we’ll run you for Con-
gress in some really backward whistle
stop.”

“I don’t know...because Hazanavicius
really means Global Warming in ancient

Sumerian?”
“No…that’s a little too nutty, even for

us. This one’s simply because the Acad-
emy rarely splits the Best Motion Picture
and Best Director winners. That’s all.

Mr. Raven then proceeded to enumer-
ate the remaining winners, showing how
in each case it surreptitiously signified an
element of the Liberal Agenda, a rallying
cry he likened to “a silent dog whistle to
the proletariat.” They are: Screenplay
Written Directly for the Screen—“Mid-
night in Paris”; Screenplay Based on Ma-
terial Previously Published or Produced—
“Moneyball”; Animated Feature Film—
“Rango”; Foreign Language Film—“A
Separation”; Cinematography—“”The
Artist”; Editing—“Hugo”; Art Direc-
tion—“Hugo”; Costume Design—“The
Artist”; Makeup—“The Iron Lady”;
Original Score—“The Artist”; Original
Song—“Man or Muppet,” “The
Muppets”; Sound Mixing—“Hugo”;
Sound Editing—“Drive”; Visual Effects—
“Hugo”; Feature Documentary—“Para-
dise Lost 3: Purgatory”; Documentary,
Short Subject—“Saving Face”; Animated
Short Film—“The Fantastic Flying Books
of Mr. Morris Lessmore”; Live Action
Short Film—“Tuba Atlantic.”

Following his listing, a frightening rant
sometimes punctuated by a violent bang-
ing of his fist against my lectern, his hair
flopping against his forehead, his odd little
moustache bristling, he turned his steely,
vacant eyes to me and asked, “So, can we
count on you to out the foe, to show them
for what they are by disseminating these
picks?”

Saying nothing, I walked out the door
and strolled along the cobblestone path to
view, perhaps for one of the very last
times, my Little Versailles, albeit a few
acres larger. Spotting me, Mr. O’Casey,
exhibiting an uncanny prescience, called
out, “Don’t worry Mr. G. There’s plenty
of work for an 80-year-old Bugatti expert.
I’m sure there is.”

He continued his supportive exhorta-
tions. And, as I became but a spot in the
distance, practically out of earshot, it
sounded as if he were summing it all up
when he weepily recited, “It is a far, far
better thing that I do, than I have ever
done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to
than I have ever known.”

Little Artist Workshop Offers Art,
Music, Drama From Around the World

WESTFIELD - An exciting new
pre-school program, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Little
Artists, is currently registering for
its inaugural 10 week session, which
begins on Friday, March 16.

Children from ages 3 to 5 can
experience art, music and drama on
Friday mornings, from 9:30 am to
11:30 a.m. at the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts studios, 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield.

This newly designed program al-
lows children to “travel” to various
countries through stories, art work
and music typical to a geographical
area. They will be introduced to vari-
ous instruments and musical notes,
singing songs and participating in
movement. They will explore Saint-
Saens “Carnival of the Animals” and
through it they will learn about fast/

slow, loud/soft and high /low.
During the morning session, they

will be inspired by famous artists
such as Calder, Carle, Mondrain,
Pollack and Van Gogh and will create
their own art work in various medi-
ums. The drama segment allows them
to play improvisational games, read
stories and act them out.

NJWA’S Little Artists will be
taught by Felice Schlesinger. A
graduate of Binghamton University
with 18 years of experience in pre-
school education, “Miss Felice” has
been instrumental in creating multi-
faceted curricula for many pre-
school programs.

For more information about the
NJWA’S Little Artists, visit the
NJWA studios, phone (908) 789-
9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

SONG OF THE LAND…The Hebrew
Union College in Los Angeles, Calif.,
will host the exhibit “Song of the Land,”
ongoing through May 31. The theme of
Song of the Land challenges the artist
to consider contemporary issues of en-
vironmental sustainability. Close to 100
artists from the entire U.S. submitted
works for consideration. Of the near
200 works entered, Juror, Ruth
Weisberg, artist and former Dean of the
Roski School of Art at the University of
Southern California, selected 44 works.
Pat Brentano of Westfield is one of the
artists whose work was chosen.

Dorsch To Compete in Cook-
Off for $25,000 Grand Prize
SECAUCUS — The

Manischewitz® Company today an-
nounces the top finalists who will com-
pete live in the Man-O-Manischewitz
Cook-Off! The only national kosher
cooking competition in America re-
turns for its sixth consecutive year, on
Wednesday, March 28, in NYC. An-
drew Dorsch of Scotch Plains was se-
lected from thousands of entries na-
tionwide, as one of the five finalists for
his Torte Vegetali. Contestants were
challenged to prepare family-friendly
recipes incorporating one of the
Manischewitz all-natural broth flavors.

Andrew is married with two chil-
dren. He is an accountant and also
enjoys teaching Sunday school, cook-
ing, and spending time with his dog. He
decided to choose this recipe because it

is a staple meal in his household. He
likes using the Manischewitz broths
best because he can use it in many
recipes.

The purpose of the competition is to
encourage home chefs to experiment
with kosher products while preparing
delicious recipes that could become a
new family favorite or that have been
shared from generation to generation.
The lucky finalists were selected from
over thousands of entries nationwide
and will compete live at the Jewish
Community Center in Manhattan (JCC)
for the $25,000 Grand Prize, which
includes Maytag kitchen appliances
and cash. In addition, Mayor Mike
Bloomberg has proclaimed the date as
“Man-O-Manischewitz” day.

The Grand Prize winner will be se-
lected on site by a panel of prestigious
foodies led by chef and TV host Claire
Robinson as head judge and guest of
honor. Chef Robinson, who was a fi-
nalist on “Top Chef,” is currently host
of “Food Network Challenge” and pre-
viously, “5 Ingredient Fix.”

The finalists’ recipes were selected
and tested by an expert panel of judges,
which includes chef, food experts, home
cooks and company executives. The
finalists’ recipes were judged on the
following criteria: taste, 50 percent;
ease of preparation, 25 percent; cre-
ativity and originality, 25 percent.

Currently underway is the “People’s
Choice” vote online at
www.mansichewitz.com through Feb-
ruary 24 to determine the 5th finalist!
The vote-in finalists have their names
and recipes up on the website for vot-
ing.

The cook-off will raise awareness
regarding Jewish American Heritage
Month (JAHM), a national month of
recognition of the more than 350-year
history of Jewish contributions to
American culture, celebrated in May.
JAHM acknowledges the achievements
of Jewish Americans in fields ranging
from sports and arts and entertainment
to medicine, business, science, govern-
ment, and military service.

The Manischewitz Company is the
proud founding sponsor of JAHM.
Updates on this historic month are avail-
able on www.jahm.us.

Andrew Dorsch’s Winning Recipe:

Torte Vegatali
Serves 8

Ingredients:
1 1/8 cup MANISCHEWITZ® potato latka mix
1 cup red quinoa
4 medium onions
3 Tbsp olive oil
2 lb. frozen mixed vegetables (Italian mix)
2 ½ tsp. Sriracha hot sauce
1 Tbsp MANISCHEWITZ® mini bow tie noodles
8 oz. shredded mozzarella cheese
6 cup MANISCHEWITZ®vegetable broth
Salt
Pepper
Water

Preparation:
1. Spray baking pan with veg-

etable spray, rehydrate the potato
latka mix with one cup
Manischewtiz vegetable stock
and ½ cup of water in a small
bowl spread the mix on the bot-
tom of a large baking pan, a 9 x
12. 2.

2. Cook 1 cup of Manischewitz
mini bow tie noodles. 3.

3. Cook 1 cup of red quinoa
with two cups of Manischewtiz
vegetable stock follow the pack-
age directions. Spread the quinoa
as a second layer on top of the
latka layer. 4

4. In a large frying pan heat 3
tablespoons of olive oil and fry
up the diced onions until they are
brown. Carmalize them. Then
scoop them onto the quinoa layer.
5

5. Take 3 cups of the
Manischewitz vegetable stock
mix with the remaining 1/8 of a
cup of Manischewitz potato latka

mix and 2.5 teaspoons of sriracha
hot sauce in a sauce pan. Heat the
mix in the sauce pan on the stove
medium heat stirring to become
thicker if needed add a little more
of the potato latka mix to get the
desired consistency (first add the
latka mix to a small amount of
cold water in a separate bowl and
mix before adding to the sauce
pan otherwise it will clump up
and ruin the sauce. 6

6. Put the frozen vegetables into
a bowl add cooked pasta and the
vegetable stock from step 4 mix
thoroughly. Stir in ½ tsp of salt
and ¼ tsp of fresh ground pepper.
7

7. Add the mix from step 5 on
top of the caramelized onion layer
in the baking dish and spreading
evenly in the baking dish. 8

8. Add 8 ounces of shredded
mozzarella cheese on top. Put
your torte vegetali into the oven
for 45 to 50 minutes.

The Office benefit, however, was
somewhat of a challenge for the or-
ganizers. While the majority of the
day consisted of Office customers
buying raffle tickets and giving do-
nations to the fund, the end of the
event featured live music with sev-
eral groups, a feat never attempted at
The Office before. However, the
venue more than rose to the occasion,
giving the entire backroom to the
performers (many of whom have had
their albums sold at Sound Station, or
performed there).

The varied lineup featured bands
such as the ska-rockers Birds in Hats
(featuring former Sound Station em-
ployee James Kelly on trombone)
and the horn-less, but still rocking,
Ugly Club. The bands gave their all to
the event, as The Office was filled
with loyal Sound Station customers
and other patrons.

The groups also took pains to make
call outs to the most important at-
tendees – Bob Larsen and Liz Walsh,
the owners of Sound Station, who
have been “blown away” by the sup-
port they have received from the com-
munity.

“This is the first really good time
I’ve had since the fire,” Mr. Larsen
said. “Everyone is coming out to help.
I’ve been seeing people I haven’t
seen in years since this happened.
And I’ve been able to see the music
scene come together too. It’s events
like these that keep us going.”

Mr. Larsen is currently looking for
temporary work and a new space to
house the Sound Station, as the South
Avenue stores are currently under
insurance investigation, and will be
torn down afterwards.

The process has been slow; Mr.
Larsen stated that his current options
are too far from his customers for his
liking. Recovery of anything from
the wreckage has also been difficult;
with the insurance investigation, Mr.
Larsen has not even been able to
recover anything from the remains as
of this writing. However, he is ada-
mant that Sound Station will reopen,
and that he will do everything in his
power to keep it in Westfield. And so
will his customers, if they have any-
thing to say about it.

Donations, links to T-Shirt sales,
and information on further benefits
for the Sound Station fund can be
found at www.indiegogo.com/
helpsoundstation.

Sound Station
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WCP to Present Tennessee
Williams’ Glass Menagerie

WESTFIELD - Westfield Commu-
nity Players continues its 2011-2012
season with the Tennessee Williams’
drama, Glass Menagerie. This year
celebrates Williams’ 100th Anniver-
sary. The show opens Saturday, March
3, and runs weekends through March
24.

The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue West, Westfield. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for students
(subject to availability), which can be
reserved by calling the 24-hour tape
(908) 232-1221.

Glass Menagerie is considered one
of Williams’ masterpieces; a memo-
rable tragedy about the failures of fam-
ily structure, the failures of capitalism,
and broken promises. Amanda
Wingfield, a woman alone during the
Great Depression, is trapped between
illusion and reality. She wants the best
for her children, but is incapable of

acknowledging what that would be for
her shy, introverted daughter and her
son burdened by family obligations.

The show is directed by Fred Cuozzo
of Green Brook, produced by Lucille
Bills of Scotch Plains, and stage man-
aged by Barbara Ruban of Springfield.
The cast features Mary Dolan Flaherty
of Basking Ridge, Kristina Hernandez
of New Providence, Brian Remo of
North Plainfield, and Mike Burdick of
Linden.

Continuing the opening night tradi-
tion, audience members are invited to a
reception with the cast and crew imme-
diately following the final curtain.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.


