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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING PROGRESS….Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr gets an update on
construction of the Fanwood Crossing mixed-use development at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood from Amerigo Checchio, third from
right, and Tom Powers of Elite Properties, the developer of the project. At left is
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN GOODBYE…Singer Whitney Houston’s golden precession travels
down Boulevard in Kenilworth on Sunday on its way to Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. She was buried next to her father, John Houston, Jr., who died in 2003.

Whitney Houston Burial Draws
Media and Fans to Fairview

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD - By early Saturday
afternoon “no parking,” signs lined
both sides of East Broad Street in
front of Fairview Cemetery. The signs
also lined Gallows Hill Road along
the side of the cemetery. The Westfield
Police Department was expecting a
lot of people to come on Sunday to
witness the last journey of Newark
native Whitney Houston.

That afternoon, in the cemetery,
relatives were visiting the graves of
their loved ones as workmen were
placing bales of orange plastic fenc-
ing alongside of the existing fence.
By late that afternoon, the plastic
fencing was in place and police cars

were going up and down the street in
preparation for Houston’s interment
on the crest of a hill next to her father,
John Russell Houston, Jr.

On Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m.,
Fairacres Avenue, Sherman Street,
Sherbrooke Drive and St. Marks Av-
enue were cut off to local traffic. The
only vehicles allowed on East Broad
Street, in a cordoned off area, were
those of the press. Trucks from the
networks, such as NBC, CBS, ABC
and others, were lined up. Camera-
men, videographers and reporters,
along with fans, neighbors, cyclists
and joggers, all took up the vigil to
await the funeral cortege. Westfield
policemen reminded people to stay
behind the barricades.

Jean Erickson of New England
Drive, said, “There will be a lot of
fans coming in the future to see her
grave.” Robert Tarcynski, a Houston
fan from Scotch Plains, commented,
“All of us are wondering what will
happen. How could you not come
and show some respect?”

Debbie Wade, of Cranford, who
was wrapped in a blanket, said she
arrived at 7 a.m. as she “didn’t want
to fight the crowd.” Barbara Goldstein
of Springfield added, “I’ve been here
since 7 a.m., and was also here at
dusk last night. I want to pay my
respects to a phenomenal talent, Jer-
sey girl.” Missouri Eddings of
Somerset, who had been there since 8
a.m., said he came “to pay my re-
spects to a great icon. I’ve met her.
She was a very special lady, inside
and out. The love she had for her
daughter! They were inseparable. I
was outside the restaurant, in New-
ark, where they had the repast, for
one and a half hours.”

Christine Brown of Golf Edge in
Westfield said she “wanted to pay my
respects,” while Marilyn Kowalski of
East Broad Street and Daniel Berk of
Karen Terrace held a sign that said,
“Whitney we will always love you.”
A group, including Orlando Casada
and his wife, Mary, of North
Plainfield, and Crystal Lane and Kim
McKoy of Plainfield, said they were
all great fans and had come to pay
their respects.

The cameramen from the networks
and The Daily News all exchanged
war stories about the layoffs, buyouts
and firings at their workplaces. Three
onlookers, all within three feet of one
another, discovered they all had fam-
ily in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Along with
the Associated Press, there were some
foreign press, two journalists from
Prague, in the Czech Republic; the
Netherlands, Black Sheep Press;
Agence France Press from France
and Voice of America, broadcasting
to Indonesia.

The sun peeked in and out of the
clouds, and the wind picked up from
time to time. Some people covered
their faces with scarves; still, they
waited. Finally, an ABC cameraman

CenCom Dispatch Closing,
County Looks to Fill Void

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County offi-
cials learned last week that dispatch
services out of Overlook Medical
Center in Summit, known as
CenCom, will be closing effective
Sunday, April 1. In response, the
county is offering to begin servicing
towns served by CenCom through
the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch opera-
tion in Westfield.

Andrew Moran, the county’s di-
rector of public safety, said CenCom
services 11 public-safety agencies,
eight EMS agencies and three fire
departments, as well as paramedic
units from Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital at Rahway and
Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth.
CenCom also covers “multiple agen-
cies in Morris County and Essex
County,” said Mr. Moran.

According to its webpage, CenCom
is one of the regional dispatch centers
through which all requests for para-
medics are routed. In addition to dis-
patching advanced life-support units
in Essex, Morris and Union Coun-
ties, CenCom dispatches fire depart-
ments and basic life support ambu-
lances, both volunteer and paid, in a
number of municipalities.

“They (CenCom) are suggesting
that their clients transfer to a dispatch
operation in Monmouth County,” Mr.
Moran told the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day. “It is going to significantly im-
pact public safety in Union County.”

Dispatch calls in Union County
would be serviced by dispatch ser-
vices of MONOC, the Monmouth
Ocean Hospital Service Corporation.
Mr. Moran said he has heard Atlantic
Health is swapping its dispatch op-
erations for MONOC’s aerial medi-
cal program, which would be relo-
cated to Union County.

“A lot of the agencies that have
been contacted by Overlook about
the closure have already contacted
us,” said Mr. Moran.

Mr. Moran said he has spoken to
County Manager Al Faella and Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella about
expanding the county’s dispatch ser-
vice to include those agencies served
by CenCom.

“We are in a position to ramp up
our dispatch operation and offer the
services out to the municipalities of
Union County,” Mr. Moran said. “I
don’t think that public-safety agen-
cies of Union County being dis-
patched by a company in Monmouth
County is an adequate solution. So
hopefully, we can offer this service
and fill that void.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan ques-
tioned why towns were only given 45
days notice of the closing of CenCom.
“How are they supposed to act so
quickly?” Mr. Sullivan inquired.

“It is a very tight time frame. I
don’t understand the rational behind
it. Certainly, public-safety agencies
should have more time to make these
arrangements,” Mr. Moran re-
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAIR SCHOOL FUNDING…State Senator Michael Doherty (R-23, Warren
County) speaks to the Scotch Plains Township Council Tuesday night for nearly
an hour to explain his proposal to equitably fund school districts in the state.

Mahr Sets Future Goals
Including Merging PDs
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – As progress contin-
ues on the mixed-use development,
Fanwood Crossing, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said completing the
downtown redevelopment, along with
updating zoning on South Avenue,
are among her priorities over the next
four years. The mayor also wants to
move forward with combining the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments.

Mayor Mahr said she feels the 70
percent of the vote she captured on
her reelection in November was a
“mandate from the people.”

“In five short years, we have made
such major improvements and [which
attracted] millions and millions of
dollars worth of investments in a very
small community and [which was all
done] within the backdrop of a major
recession and a real estate market
that had reached historic highs and
went to historic lows,” the mayor
said.

Mayor Mahr, beginning her third

term, said in an interview in her of-
fice last Wednesday that the devel-
oper of Fanwood Crossing, located
across from the historic Fanwood
Train Station, expects to get its cer-
tificate of occupancy by the summer.
Elite Properties, the developer, has a
list of prospective renters for the 24,
two-bedroom apartments. In addi-
tion, a restaurant/café is being sought
as one of the retail street-level store-
fronts.

Elite Properties also will construct
the second building next door to
Fanwood Crossing on the former site
of Sovereign Bank and Livingston-
Wilbor and located next to the Sta-
tion Mews development, which
opened several years ago.

“So the second building will
complement” the corner building at
South and LaGrande Avenues, the
mayor said.

Speaking on Fanwood Crossing,
the mayor said there are no age re-
strictions for the apartments.

“Whatever we do in Fanwood
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORICAL MONTH…A member of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood receives a proclamation on
Tuesday night from Mayor Nancy Malool, who declared March to be Historical Society Month.

Senator Gives SP Council Details
On ‘Fair School Plan’ Legislation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council gave a seemingly posi-
tive response Tuesday night — albeit
with some questions — to proposed
legislation that would scrap the cur-
rent formula for disbursing state edu-
cation aid and replace it with a sys-
tem of equal assistance for every stu-
dent in New Jersey, a move that could
result in an added $38.9 million in
state assistance to the local board of
education.

“We cannot maintain this status
quo,” said State Senator Michael
Doherty, a Republican from Wash-
ington Township in Warren County,
at Tuesday night’s township council
meeting. Mr. Doherty is the sponsor
of what he calls the Fair School Fund-
ing Plan, which would revamp the
state aid system that has been in place
for the past few decades and has been

the subject of court fights that have
resulted in urban school districts re-
ceiving far greater sums of funding
from Trenton.

Mr. Doherty spoke for nearly an
hour to the council and several dozen
residents, some of them affiliated with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tea Party
that is championing the legislation.
He presented a chart showing how a

suburban school district like the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict fares compared to a more urban
district like Asbury Park, which has
also been deemed a so-called
“Abbott” district by the state Supreme
Court and thus eligible for increased
state aid.

Mr. Doherty pointed out that Scotch
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Momentum Is Building For
Proposed SP-F Police Merger

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly council meeting, said a joint
Scotch Plains-Fanwood police de-
partment “is feasible…from an op-
erations point of view.”

Mayor Mahr said an “operations
plan” was reviewed at a meeting last
month with officials from both mu-
nicipalities.

The mayor conceded that, “we still
have questions” and are “still grap-
pling” with how a joint police depart-
ment would be structured.

But, Mayor Mahr emphasized, “If
we want to get this done, it can be
done.”

The governing body discussed a
couple of different options for a com-
bined police department.

One option would be for Fanwood
to contract with Scotch Plains for
police services; another option would
involve setting up, under state stat-
ute, an entity known as a “joint meet-
ing” which would not require civil
service provisions and give both
towns more equitable representation
in a shared department.

“I think that’s the way to go,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief, regard-
ing the joint meeting option.

Mr. Parenti added, “We would
probably be the first police depart-
ment [in New Jersey] to do a joint
meeting…we could be a model for
the rest of the state.”

Also as part of the discussion, bor-
ough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins indicated that current po-
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