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Photo Review (left to right)
Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

FINAL GOODBYE…News crews talk to fans of Whitney Houston who lined the
streets on Sunday to say their final goodbye to the singer, who was buried at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MAKING PROGRESS….Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr gets an update on
construction of the Fanwood Crossing mixed-use development at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood from Amerigo Checchio, third from
right, and Tom Powers of Elite Properties, the developer of the project. At left is
The Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
NEW LEADERSHIP…The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) elected
its new officers last week. Pictured, left to right, are: Garwood Commissioner
Stephen Greet, new board chairman and Kenilworth Commissioner Richard
LoForte, RVSA Office Administrator Joanne Grimes, new board Vice-Chair-
man and Mountainside Commissioner Rene Dierkes and Rahway Commissioner
Randall Hering. See story on page 3.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
PRIVATE AFFAIR…The Westfield police, along with Union County police, line
the sidewalks along Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road to keep spectators and
fans out of Fairview Cemetery for Whitney Houston’s private interment.

Momentum Is Building For
Proposed SP-F Police Merger

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly council meeting, said a joint
Scotch Plains-Fanwood police de-
partment “is feasible…from an op-
erations point of view.”

Mayor Mahr said an “operations
plan” was reviewed at a meeting last
month with officials from both mu-
nicipalities.

The mayor conceded that, “we still
have questions” and are “still grap-
pling” with how a joint police de-
partment would be structured.

But, Mayor Mahr emphasized, “If
we want to get this done, it can be
done.”

The governing body discussed a
couple of different options for a com-
bined police department.

One option would be for Fanwood
to contract with Scotch Plains for
police services; another option would
involve setting up, under state stat-
ute, an entity known as a “joint meet-
ing” which would not require civil
service provisions and give both
towns more equitable representation
in a shared department.

“I think that’s the way to go,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief, regard-
ing the joint meeting option.

Mr. Parenti added, “We would
probably be the first police depart-
ment [in New Jersey] to do a joint
meeting…we could be a model for
the rest of the state.”

Also as part of the discussion, bor-
ough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins indicated that current police
merger plans being discussed “don’t
include any layoffs” and “any reduc-
tion in [police] staff would come
through attrition.”

Looking ahead, Mayor Mahr said,
“My goal and my push right now is to
get back to the table with Scotch Plains.”

With the next meeting planned for
next week, the mayor added, “There’s
no obstacle [to a merged police de-
partment] in front of us that is so high
that we cannot get over.”

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Dominic Carrino and his staff
conducted a presentation about plans
for flood control work in the
Glenwood Road and Tillotson Road
neighborhoods.

The borough plans to apply by
Thursday, March 15, for low-inter-
est financing from the New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure Trust
Fund to pay for the long-talked-about
project.

Mr. Carrino estimated the project’s
total price tag at about $2.2 million,
with $2 million for construction and
about $200,000 for required property
easements.

The project would involve replacing
old underground pipes with new, larger
ones to move more water away and
also create “underground storage” to
ease and minimize surface flooding
problems that have plagued the neigh-
borhoods for decades, Mr. Carrino said.

With the Trust Fund staking a 20-
year bond at zero-percent interest for
75 percent of the cost and the remain-
ing 25 percent at “market rate,” Mr.
Carrino said the financing “is virtually
free money.”

In addition, Mayor Mahr pointed
out that the project would have “no
implications in this year’s budget”
and the first interest payment would
not come due until 2013, about a
year before the borough expects to
retire other debt.

The mayor added that this is “an
attractive time to do this” project.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
agreed. “This seems like a win-win
situation to me,” she said. Ms.
Mitchell indicated the flood-control
issue has come up multiple times in
the past, but that the borough did not
have the money.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
asked about the possibility of being
denied financing by the Trust Fund.

Mr. Carrino responded, “They have
this money; they want to lend it out.”

Councilman Robert Manduca
asked whether there would be “any
strings attached,” such as land-use
restrictions, if the borough were to
receive financing.

Mr. Carrino said there would be
no such restrictions or conditions.
The governing body then authorized
the borough’s engineering firm to
apply for the funding and prepare
the required paperwork leading up
to construction plans. Mr. Carrino
indicated construction plans would
be completed this summer, incorpo-
rating a 2007 grant-funded study
documenting flooding problems and
how to correct them. Mr. Carrino
explained that the borough would
likely go out to bid on the project in
September, award a contract in De-
cember and begin construction about
a year from now; the job would take
at least nine months to complete.

During public comments, resident
Joe Nagy asked about the availabil-
ity of any remaining funds secured a
few years ago through former Rep.
Mike Ferguson for a flood-control
study and remediation in this same
part of town.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern indicated she would
check records to determine if any of
that funding is left; borough offi-
cials said the money Mr. Nagy refer-
enced was used for the study and
perhaps some drainage improve-
ments.

In other business, the governing
body briefly discussed a timeline
for the municipal budget.

According to Mr. Tomkins, the
borough expects to introduce its new
spending plan in March and adopt it
in April.

Compared to previous budget sea-
sons, Mr. Tomkins said municipali-
ties this year would know their level
of state aid earlier. He also said the
borough is “not expecting” a cut in
state funding this year.

During committee reports, Coun-
cilman Mike Szuch noted that a rec-
reation commission subcommittee
has been formed to assist in the
development of a five-year parks
master plan.

Mr. Szuch said residents also will
notice that the new pavilion at
LaGrande Park is up and “looks
fabulous.”

“We’re going to see a ton of use
out of it,” said the councilman.

The governing body also honored
longtime residents Phillip and Nancy
D’Ambrosio as the borough’s vol-
unteers-of-the-month.

Mrs. D’Ambrosio has been a res-
cue squad EMT and trainer since
1973, and Mr. D’Ambrosio joined
the fire department in 1974.

“You never know who’s living
next to you and all the good things
they have done,” said Mayor Mahr
in honoring the couple.

waited. Finally, an ABC cameraman
got word from a colleague in New-
ark that the cars were lined up and
ready to leave the Whigham Funeral
Home. Soon there were helicopters
and a small plane circling over the
cemetery. Someone heard a police-
man say the cortege was taking the
Garden State Parkway, and taking
Exit 138 to Kenilworth to the Boule-
vard to Springfield Avenue and over
to East Broad Street.

Soon the procession was in sight,
led by six motorcycles, followed by
the golden hearse, a flower car, two
golden limousines and two black
limousines, which were followed by
six private cars. Once the cars en-
tered the cemetery, the media started
packing up their cameras, tripods,
step stools, boom microphones,
cables and wires. Some TV report-
ers were taping their wrap-ups, sum-
ming up the life and death of Whitney
Houston, reporting for Fox 5, News
12 New Jersey, etc. Some of the
saddened fans started to walk away.

An hour passed, and one car left
the cemetery. The woman driver
rolled down the window, waved and
thanked the people still standing
there. Then Mrs. Whigham, driving
the hearse, rolled down her window
and thanked the people for coming.
One by one, the limousines and cars
left the cemetery.
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a gym, summer camps and other
recreational activities. The operat-
ing hours would be 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Robert Black, a resident of East
Street across from Washington
School, told the board earlier in the
meeting that he thought having the
Westfield Area “Y” take over the
Washington School would lower the
value of his property. “You are put-
ting a business across the street,” he
said. “I wish someone would repre-
sent residents, it’s not a good deal,”
Mr. Black said. He also said park-
ing is an issue now, and would
worsen when the “Y” opens.

“Parking is something that will
be looked at and addressed,” Board
President Adele Lewis responded.

Resident Mike Vena said, “I’m
not opposed to it, but it probably is
going to be a parking nightmare.”

Mr. Vena was concerned that once
the “Y” takes over, his children and
other children in Garwood would
not be able to use the park on the
school grounds.

“They [the “Y”] never said they
were going to chase them off. They
[non- “Y” users] can’t interfere with
any activity they [the “Y”] have
going on,” Board Vice-President Su-
san Groening said.

Resident Debbie Banic was con-
cerned about the gym aspect of the
facility that would have adults com-
ing in and out of the building. She
thought there was a safety concern
of having strangers entering a facil-
ity where preschoolers would be
attending school. “That doesn’t sit
right with me,” Ms. Banic said.

Board member Barbara Greet said
the “Y” said it wanted to have a
committee with residents to “get
their concerns and input.”

BOE Buildings and Grounds Su-
pervisor Thomas Spera said because
the “Y” is moving into Washington
School that the district needs to
move out belongings in Washing-
ton School and had looked into buy-
ing a shed, which would cost $2,065
including delivery, plus $2,700 for
installation.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley told The
Westfield Leader that the teachers’
union and the district have reached
a memorandum of agreement with
the contract negotiations. She would
not give out any details, she said,
because the contract has not been
ratified.

Prior to discussing board busi-
ness, Ms. Quigley handed out hon-
ors’ certificates to Honor Society
students.

As reported at last week’s coun-

cil meeting, the council and the
school district have discussed shar-
ing custodial services, and board
member Russell Graham said the
proposal “looked like it would be
beneficial to both parties.”

Lincoln School could be making
solar energy as early as next week.
Mr. Spera said an inspector is com-
ing next week to inspect the solar
panels, and once the inspection is
passed, then the solar company will
“tap into the system and we will be
making power. So hopefully, in a
month or two, we will be making
money.”

The Garwood summer tutoring
camp that was offered to young-
sters for the first time last year will
not be coming back this summer.
Summer recreation will be offered
again fully.

During the superintendent’s re-
port, Ms. Quigley announced that
Cranford would vacate Washington
School and move back into
Brookside School after the week is
up. The district was using the school
after Brookside sustained flooding
damage from Hurricane Irene.

“Teachers were setting up class-
rooms at Brookside over the week-
end,” Ms. Quigley said.

During public comment, resident
Amanda Langston said she had
lunch with her son during family
week but was disappointed with the
lunch cereal choices of Lucky
Charms and Cocoa Puffs in the caf-
eteria. She said a serving of Lucky
Charms is equal to a bag of M&Ms
in sugar. “Why are we serving that
to our kids?” she asked.

She also was unhappy with the
canceling of school and Saturday
recreation because of the limited
snowfall this winter. “Why are we
canceling for five inches of snow?”
she asked.

Ms. Quigley said Saturday recre-
ation was cancelled because the dis-
trict will not pay overtime to have
custodians come out to remove the
snow.

“I feel bad for the kids,” said Mr.
Vena, who said they need a facility
to practice sports.
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salaries ranging from $84,849 to
$92,923. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader that
this is the last year of a four-year
contract between the firefighters’
union and the town. This year’s sala-
ries are up 2.75 percent over last
year.

The town is still in negotiations
with the Teamsters, Communication
Workers of America and police
unions regarding their expired con-
tracts.

A change order for an increase of
$2,250 for T. Fiotakis Construction
for the Fairhill Road sewer improve-
ment project also was approved.

The council also approved the
demolition of single-family homes
at 39 Bell Drive and 200 Munsee
Way. A demolition permit also was
approved for a detached garage lo-
cated at 112 Prospect Street, to the
rear of the former Leader Store.
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by CenCom.
“We are in a position to ramp up our

dispatch operation and offer the ser-
vices out to the municipalities of Union
County,” Mr. Moran said. “I don’t
think that public-safety agencies of
Union County being dispatched by a
company in Monmouth County is an
adequate solution. So hopefully, we
can offer this service and fill that
void.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan ques-
tioned why towns were only given 45
days notice of the closing of CenCom.
“How are they supposed to act so
quickly?” Mr. Sullivan inquired.

“It is a very tight time frame. I don’t
understand the rational behind it. Cer-
tainly, public-safety agencies should
have more time to make these ar-
rangements,” Mr. Moran responded.

According to
atlanticambulance.org, CenCom was
established in September 1981 and
“served as the model upon which the
State of New Jersey’s Emergency

Medical Services regional communi-
cation system was based.”

In other business, Deputy Union
County Clerk Nicole DiRado said as
of February 16, 18 of 19 Union County
school districts had opted to move
their school elections from April to the
General Election date, Tuesday, No-
vember 6, with Hillside as the only
district that had not acted.

Hillside Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Kenneth
Weinheimer told The Westfield Leader
on Friday that Hillside voted Thurs-
day to move its election to November
as well. “It was a number of factors,”
he said. “The board felt it was the best
for the children.”

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz told The Leader that he
told Hillside officials that their cost
would have multiplied by 20 if their
election stayed in April, as Hillside’s
was the only district that had not moved
to November. He said costs, such as
English- and Spanish-language legal
advertising in two different newspa-
pers, as well as overtime costs for Board
of Elections workers, would have been
the sole responsibility of Hillside.

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association, 402 districts, or 74
percent, of the 538 school districts in
the state that have budget elections
have elected to move the contests to
November. Under legislation signed
by Governor Chris Christie, districts
that move to November and which stay
within the 2-percent cap on school tax
levy increases will not have budgets on
the election ballot.

Districts that exceed the 2-percent
cap or which hold elections in April
will still have to have their budgets on
the school election ballot.

In other news, Garwood Council-
man James Mathieu is set to be ap-
pointed to the Union County Air Traf-
fic and Noise Advisory Board for a
term ending December 31, 2012. He
also will be named to the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board along
with Westfield representative John
Morgan and Westfield alternate mem-
ber George Lanzano.
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Senator Gives SP Council
‘Fair School Plan’ Details

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council gave a seemingly positive response
Tuesday night – albeit with some questions
– to proposed legislation that would scrap
the current formula for disbursing state
education aid and replace it with a system of
equal assistance for every student in New
Jersey, a move that could result in an added
$38.9 million in state assistance to the local
board of education.

“We cannot maintain this status quo,”
said State Senator Michael Doherty, a Re-
publican from Washington Township in
Warren County, at Tuesday night’s town-
ship council meeting. Mr. Doherty is the
sponsor of what he calls the Fair School
Funding Plan, which would revamp the
state aid system that has been in place for
the past few decades and has been the
subject of court fights that have resulted in
urban school districts receiving far greater
sums of funding from Trenton.

Mr. Doherty spoke for nearly an hour to
the council and several dozen residents,
some of them affiliated with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Tea Party that is champi-
oning the legislation. He presented a chart
showing how a suburban school district
like the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict fares compared to a more urban district
like Asbury Park, which has also been
deemed a so-called “Abbott” district by the
state Supreme Court and thus eligible for
increased state aid.

Mr. Doherty pointed out that Scotch
Plains-Fanwood residents paid $51.8 mil-
lion in income taxes last year, or $1,686 per
resident, while Asbury Park paid $3.8 mil-
lion, or $326 per resident – a fifth as much.
Yet, Asbury Park, with less than half the
number of students, received $57.6 million
in state education aid last year, or $24,885
per student, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
received $2.2 million, or $400 per student.
“That’s 62 times as much that Asbury Park
gets,” Mr. Doherty said.

“We’ve been dumping all of this money
in for decades,” Mr. Doherty said, “but
where would you rather educate your chil-
dren?” He pointed out the difference in the
Newark school district, where tuition at the
private Robert Treat Academy is about
$10,000 per year, versus per-student fund-
ing of more than twice that level in the

public schools, which have low graduation
rates. “Let’s stop funding failure,” he said.

He said that under his proposal, state aid
to boards of education would be equalized
at $7,481 per student, resulting in state aid
to the local board of education of about
$41.1 million, a $38-million increase from
current levels. And, he added, that hike in
state assistance would lead to a cut in local
property taxes as well. “Eighty-five percent
of school districts will receive an increase
in state aid,” Mr. Doherty said, while ad-
mitting that some districts, mostly troubled
“Abbott” districts, would see their levels
decrease. “This is the only way to bring
sanity and reason back to New Jersey.”

Earlier in his presentation, Mr. Doherty
showed the complex formulas used to dole
out state aid and also pointed out the abuses
that have occurred in some districts that
allowed them to gain far more state funding
than they were eligible to receive. “There’s
corruption in our system,” he stated.

Last month, the township council unani-
mously approved a resolution expressing
support for Mr. Doherty’s legislation, and
on Tuesday night, their comments after his
presentation were mostly supportive.

Mayor Nancy Malool asked Mr. Doherty
about the chances of enactment and he told
her that “given the facts, the people will
make the change” and demand that their
legislators act. He told Councilman Michael
Marcus that some tinkering with the precise
amounts of aid would probably be neces-
sary to account for special education and
special-needs students.

Councilman William Vastine, noting
that neighboring Plainfield receives about
$100 million in aid while sporting a 40-
percent graduation rate, said that “crimes
are being committed against these kids.”
Councilman Kevin Glover, saying that
there is a “dire need” to make changes in
the funding system, said the Doherty
plan “appears too good to be true” and
asked for a “real bipartisan effort” to
flesh out some of the details, such as
special-needs funding. Deputy Mayor
Mary DePaola called the presentation “very
informative – and horrifying at the same
time.”

Sen. Doherty, who said his bill would
likely not be considered until next year,
called on residents to speak about his pro-
posal to their local legislators.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MILLIONS IN DAMAGE…Former Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach ex-
plains the millions of dollars in losses incurred in Union County from
Hurricane Irene during a meeting of the Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control held last Wednesday at the Cranford Community
Center. See story page 2.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HAVING THEIR SAY…The Garwood Board of Education listens to a
speaker during its meeting Tuesday night, which featured discussion of a
lease agreement to let the Westfield Area “Y” use Washington School. The
board also discussed, among other topics, Lincoln School’s generation of
solar energy and Cranford students returning to Brookside School after
utilizing Washington School in the wake of Hurricane Irene.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FAIR SCHOOL FUNDING…State Senator Michael Doherty (R-23, Warren
County) speaks to the Scotch Plains Township Council Tuesday night for
nearly an hour to explain his proposal to equitably fund school districts in the
state.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
HISTORICAL MONTH…A member of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood receives a proclamation on Tuesday night from Mayor Nancy
Malool, who declared March to be Historical Society Month.
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