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™

“Chronicle”
A Powerful Account

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

A little Prometheus, a smidgen of
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” and a so-
ciologically keen helping of teen angst
mark “Chronicle,” Josh Trank’s auspi-
cious entrée into the ranks of feature
film directors. A script co-written with
Max Landis, son of John Landis (“Trad-
ing Places”-1983), doesn’t hurt, while
also proving that the wit doesn’t fall far
from the tree.

Lest curmudgeonly detractors of the
current movie scene doubt the baton of
artistic cinema is being properly passed,
this breakout flourish by the young
filmmaker and his primarily ingénue
cast attests otherwise. A blend of the
tried and true, a good feeling for where
goest the art and a variation on the
found footage ploy imbues a refreshing
vibe.

It’s the ultimate teen fantasy, to gain
superpowers and rise high above any
concerns of peer pressure. The phe-
nomenon, which visits a trio of boys
who just happen to stumble upon an
eerie cave in the woods, becomes espe-
cially significant and steeped in alle-
gorical premonition as it affects sad
Andrew Detmer, beaten at home and
bullied at school.

Andrew, emotively portrayed by
Dane DeHaan, can’t even find solace in
his own room. The cries from his hope-
lessly ill mother trying to catch her
breath only underscore his powerless-
ness. Adding terror to injury, his drunken
lout of a miserable father (Michael
Kelly) invades his space to smack and
rebuke him with the regularity of Old
Faithful.

Well, at least he has one friend, cousin
Matt (Alex Russell), his BMOC antith-
esis who tries to get the introvert to join
the human race. And thus it comes to
pass that, at a party he sways Andrew to
attend, the très popular Steve Mont-
gomery, played by Michael B. Jordan,
also shares in their life-changing dis-
covery and a troika of camaraderie is
formed.

Adding to the compendium of ways
our superheroes have attained their ex-
traordinary powers, this introduces a
rather realistic touch. The realization of
newfound facility, acumen and strength
is done with about as much credibility
as can be expected, as are the collective
and individual reactions. “Whoa, care-
ful now,” we say. But hey, they’re kids.

Matt, quickly aware of what poten-
tially dangerous clout they possess, es-
pecially after Andrew deals quite inju-
diciously with a brazen road hog, is big
on rules. Steve’s OK with that. But
Andrew, perhaps because of all his pent
up anxiety, rails against it a tad. In the
meantime, it’s a whole lot of fun. An-

drew at the school talent show is a
genuine hoot.

P.S. – They learn they can fly, and
because, again, they’re kids, they play
football in the sky. No one’s thinking
maybe they can cure cancer or at least
figure out a way to get the more reac-
tionary members of Congress to give a
darn about the commonweal. So, for
the time being it’s stunts, magic tricks
and just plain mirth. Alas, we know
what must come.

The storytelling style is established
at the outset, when the relentlessly put-
upon Andrew buys a camera and an-
nounces he will henceforth film every-
thing. We figure it’s a form of self
preservation. Yet through it Trank cre-
ates a faux-unsentimental rawness to
convey his ultimately benevolent saga,
astutely synthesizing several voguish
modes of narration.

The cinematic witness to the perse-
cution soon becomes the so-called ob-
jective, 21st century minstrel and
chronicler of the desperate truth. By
mixing the handheld footage with tra-
ditional picture gathering, and decid-
ing when and when not to turn off
Andrew’s emotionless spectator, di-
rector Trank realizes an engaging
modus operandi for his fable.

Watching, in time quite breathlessly,
we hope that this isn’t going to turn into
a morality play, that the boys will, in the
eleventh hour of their discovery and
experimentation, slyly avoid the hubris
just waiting in the wings to have its
way. The drama is soon joined by an
action component, and woven together
with a mini-treatise on teen mores and
folkways.

Alex Russell is smartly evocative as
cool guy Matt Garetty who, recogniz-
ing that popularity is overrated, and
perhaps partly in atonement for past
indiscretions, opts to play guardian
angel to his cousin Andrew. Mr. Jordan
is solid as Steve Montgomery, a very
likeable chap who sees a career in
politics as the logical culmination of
his talents.

But the performance that wins a gold
star is Dane DeHaan’s poster boy for
the bullied masses... those poor kids
just trying to have a normal life, if only
society’s dysfunctional predators would
let them. By dressing the searing injus-
tice Andrew embodies in fantasy’s
clothing, Mr. Trank’s “Chronicle” does
a super job of imparting its humanistic
message.

…
“Chronicle,” rated PG-13, is a Twen-

tieth Century Fox Film Corporation
release directed by Josh Trank and stars
Dane DeHaan, Alex Russell, Michael
Jordan, and Ashley Hinshaw. Running
time: 84 minutes

Kean Univ. to Host Academy
Award Winner Dreyfuss

UNION - Kean University con-
tinues the Premiere Artists series as
Academy Award-winning actor and
civics activist Richard Dreyfuss vis-
its on Monday, March 5.

Premiere Artists is a project of
Premiere Stages, the professional
Actors’ Equity Association theatre
in residence at Kean University. Pre-
miere Artists features high-profile
actors, directors, producers, design-
ers, playwrights and other theatre
professionals who conduct master
classes with Kean University stu-
dents. These guest artists engage in
question and answer sessions with
the campus community and local
patrons.

Mr. Dreyfuss begins the day at 2
p.m. with an hour-long lecture fo-
cusing on the importance of civics
education in public schools. The
Department of History and the Kean
University Center for History, Poli-
tics, and Policy sponsor this por-
tion of the day.

From 3:20 to 4:20 p.m. Mr.
Dreyfuss will lead a discussion with
Kean Department of Theatre stu-
dents and will also take questions
concerning the evolution of acting.
Produced in partnership with the
Kean Department of Theatre, the
session is moderated by John
Wooten, Premiere Stages Produc-
ing Artistic Director.

The day culminates in a staged
reading of the play, The Comman-
dant by Frederic Morton, starring
Mr. Dreyfuss at 7 p.m. Set in the
final months of WWII, the piece
follows the harrowing story of a
famous Austrian Jewish Actor who
is offered the role of a lifetime by a
concentration camp commandant.

“The life and death stakes of the
play explore the fine line between
art and reality and question what a
man is willing to do to survive,”
explains Wooten. The reading fea-
tures a professional equity cast and
is followed by a question and an-
swer session with the playwright.
The reading is produced in partner-
ship with the Department of Jewish
Studies and World Affairs, the Kean
Masters Program in Holocaust and
Genocide Studies, and the Holo-
caust Resource Center.

Donations will be accepted at the
reading for the Hannah Senesh An-
nual Humanitarian Fellowship,
which lends support to students
earning a Master of Arts in Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies at Kean
University.

Richard Dreyfuss is an Activist
American Citizen. He is a spokes-
person on the issue of media in-
forming policy, legislation, and
public opinion, both speaking and
writing to express his sentiments in
favor of privacy, freedom of speech,
democracy, and individual account-
ability. With an entertainment ca-
reer spanning more than four de-
cades, Academy Award-winning

actor Richard Dreyfuss has been
one of America’s most versatile and
individualistic actors.

As a Community Leader, Mr.
Dreyfuss’ current focus and pas-
sion is to encourage, revive, elevate
and enhance the teaching of civics
in American Schools. He is the
Founder of the non-profit organi-
z a t i o n ,
www.TheDreyfussInitiative.org
and is leading a nation wide effort
to bring back civics to our Ameri-
can youth: “All people have a right
to know who they are and why they
are who they are. Clarity of thought
and honesty in self-reflection are
more than needed utilities – they
are the building blocks of our na-
tional moral character.” (From: Why
I Love My Country).

Richard Dreyfuss serves on the
committee for Education with the
American Bar Association, 12 years
on the Board of the National Con-
stitution Center, a Member of the
Council on Foreign Relations and
served as Senior Research Advi-
sory Member of St. Antony’s Col-
lege, Oxford University.

Admission is free, but seating is
limited and reservations are re-
quired for each segment of the event.
Call (908) 737-4092. All events are
held in the University Center Little
Theatre, located at Kean Univer-
sity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union.

Premiere Stages facilities are
fully accessible, air conditioned and
offer ample parking. A list of sign-
interpreted, audio-described or
open-captioned performances can
be obtained by calling the theatre.
Large print programs are available
at all times. Publications in alter-
nate formats and other assistive ser-
vices are available with advanced
notice. For further information call
(908) 737-4092, email
premiere@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages is generously
funded by The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts / Department of
State, The Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation, The Northfield Bank
Foundation, The New Jersey The-
atre Alliance, The Westfield Foun-
dation and through donations of
individual patrons.

Richard Dreyfuss

COMING SOON…Oscar nominee “Monsieur Lazhar,” and 20 more not-yet-
released movies will premiere at the Arthouse Film Festival beginning in March
at AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. For info, call
(732) 870-6012 or visit www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

Film Festival Brings the Best
Films and Filmmakers to NJ

MOUNTAINSIDE - Imagine see-
ing a festival-winning gem before pub-
lic release, then the lights come up, and
there in front of you are the creators of
the film, ready to answer questions and
discuss their work.

Starting Monday, March 5, Film-
makers Symposium’s Arthouse Film
Festival will run for ten weeks at two
New Jersey theatres: AMC Loews
Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall. The festival has
hosted 1,489 movie premieres with
973 live guest appearances over the
past 21 years.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, James Cromwell,
Frank Darabont, Jesse Eisenberg, Tony
Gilroy, Ethan Hawke, Jean-Pierre
Jeunet, Jon Kilik, Melissa Leo, Viggo
Mortensen, Chazz Palminteri, John
Sayles, Marc Shaiman, Howard Shore,
Aaron Sorkin, Fisher Stevens and
David Strathairn have joined Dylan
Baker, Famke Janssen, Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt, Delroy Lindo, Derek Luke,
Mary Stuart Masterson, David Morse,
Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of op-
portunities as they arise,” said festival
director Chuck Rose. “Wonderful sur-
prises and fantastic celebrities can pop
up out of nowhere, so I try to keep the
schedule as fluid as possible. In the
past two years, we premiered 64 films
that later earned a total of 18 Spirit
Award, 29 British Academy Award,
and 21 Oscar nominations.”

“Even before we started 21 years
ago, I began working to create an inter-
national VIP network of actors, direc-
tors, journalists, critics and film indus-
try pros whose jobs involve finding
and evaluating the cream of Sundance,
Cannes, Toronto, Venice, Berlin,
Tribeca and the other important film
festivals. We also work to ferret out
potential hits in the development and
production stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first,” ex-
plained Rose.

For information or to register, call
(732) 870-6012 or visit
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $133 for
five weeks or $235 for all ten weeks.
Also being offered is a specially priced
flex ticket so the user may choose any
eight out of ten nights for their conve-
nience. Discounts will be available for
early registration.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: “Bernie” with Jack Black,
Shirley MacLaine, director Richard

Linklater; “The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel” with Tom Wilkinson, Judi
Dench, director John Madden; “The
Color Wheel” with Carlen Altman, Bob
Byington, director Alex Ross Perry;
“Death of a Superhero” with Andy
Serkis, Thomas Brodie-Sangster, di-
rector Ian FitzGibbon; “The Deep Blue
Sea” with Rachel Weisz, Tom
Hiddleston, director Terence Davies;
“Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to
Travel” director Lisa Immordino
Vreeland; “Elena” with Nadezhda
Markina, Andrey Smirnov, director
Andrei Zvyagintsev; “The Girls in the
Band” with Roz Cron, Clora Bryant,
director Judy Chaikin; “Marley” with
Bob Marley, director Kevin Macdonald;
“Monsieur Lazhar” with Fellag, Sophie
Nelisse, director Philippe Falardeau;
“Payback” director Jennifer Baichwal;
“Salmon Fishing in the Yemen” with
Ewan McGregor, Emily Blunt, direc-
tor Lasse Hallstrom; “The Salt of Life”
with Gianni Di Gregorio, Valeria de
Franciscis Bendoni, director Gianni Di
Gregorio; “Sound of My Voice” with
Christopher Denham, Nicole Vicius,
director Zal Batmanglij; “Stella Days”
with Martin Sheen, Marcella Plunkett,
director Thaddeus O’Sullivan; “Take
This Waltz” with Michelle Williams,
Seth Rogen, director Sarah Polley;
“This Must Be the Place” with Sean
Penn, Frances McDormand, director
Paolo Sorrentino; “Turn Me On
Dammit” with Helene Bergsholm,
Beate Stoefring, director Jannicke
Systad Jacobsen; “2 Days in New
York” with Julie Delpy, Chris Rock,
director Julie Delpy; “The Woman in
the Fifth” with Ethan Hawke, Kristin
Scott Thomas, director Pawel
Pawlikowski; “Wuthering Heights”
wih Kaya Scodelario, James Howson,
director Andrea Arnold; and “You
Hurt My Feelings” with John
Merriman, Macon Blair, director
Steve Collins.

Summit Playhouse to
Present All My Sons

SUMMIT – Summit Playhouse
continues with its 94th season and
stages its 302nd production with an
American theater classic, All My Sons
by Arthur Miller.

During WWII Joe Keller and Steve
Deever ran a machine shop which made
airplane parts. Deever went to prison
because the firm turned out defective
parts, causing the deaths of many men.
Keller went free and made a lot of
money. Keller’s son, a pilot, is reported
missing during the war. The love affair
of Chris Keller and Ann Deever, the
bitterness of Deever’s son returned from
the war to find his father in prison and
his father’s partner free, reaches an
electrifying climax.

All My Sons is running at the Summit
Playhouse February 24, 25, March 1,
2, 3, 9, 10, at 8 p.m. and March 4 at 2
p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for students (18 and under).

For tickets visit
www.summitplayhouse.org/tickets, or
call (908) 273-2192. The Summit Play-
house is located at 10 New England
Avenue, Summit. As part of a commit-
ment to give back to our community,
the Summit Playhouse asks patrons to
bring non-perishable food items to be
donated to the Community Food Bank
of New Jersey. Donations will be ac-
cepted at all performances.

The Summit Playhouse’s produc-
tion of All My Sons is directed by
Sherrie Alhin and is produced by Justine
Bailey and Julia Frieri. Featuring Hank
Barre, Robert Barwick, Eve Cannon,
Peter Curley, FJ DeRobertis, Troy
Droussiotis, Alicia Harabin, David
Hoffman, Claire McKinney and Donne
Petito.

Union County Art Exhibit
Seeks Artists 60 and Older

UNION COUNTY - Residents of
Union County who are 60 years of age
or older are invited to participate and
exhibit an original work of art – com-
pleted within the last three years – in the
annual Union County Senior Citizens
Art Exhibit. Sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, the exhibit is open to entrants
who are either amateur/non-profes-
sional or professional in status.

Any person who meets at least two
of the following criteria is considered
professional: a) sold the type of art
entered in the exhibition through com-
mercial channels; b) exhibited in a pro-
fessional gallery; c) held professional
membership in a guild or association.

Following are the 11 categories of
eligible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor
(includes gouache), pastel (including
chalk, charcoal and oil pastel), print
(such as etching, engraving, lithograph,
woodcut, monoprint, monotype,
silkscreen), drawing (including pencil,
pen, ink, graphite, and markers), mixed
media (combines two or more media,
not one of which clearly predominates;
includes collage and assemblage),
sculpture (designed in three dimen-
sions, carved or constructed in any
medium, abstract or figurative, painted
or unpainted), craft (one-of-a-kind cre-
ations only, no craft kits or molds),
computer imagery (artwork created by
computer only, using a pixel-based
painting or graphics program, such as
Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator or
Corel Painter), and photography. Please
note: photos taken with a digital cam-
era, digitally-altered photos, and im-
ages made using a scanner must be
entered in the Photography category.

Three professional artists will judge
the entries. Awards will go to first,
second, third place and honorable men-
tion winners in each category. First
place winners in all categories go on to
compete in September at the New Jer-
sey State Senior Citizens Art Show,
which will take place at the Meadow
Lakes retirement community
(www.meadowlakesonline.org) in East
Windsor.

Guidelines require that hanging art-
work, crafts and photos must be no
more than 36 inches and no less than 11
inches in height and width, including
matting, from outer edges of the frame.
Standing sculptures or 3-D crafts may
not exceed 18 inches in height, width or
depth, including the base.

All works must be properly labeled

and delivered “show-ready” with screw
eyes and wiring ready for hanging.
Where necessary, pictures must be pro-
tected with glass, plexiglas, mylar or
other clear material.

To obtain an application, call Teya
David, Senior Art Coordinator, at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, (908) 558-2550, or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay
users dial 711. Submit applications via
the email address; by U.S. Mail to the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202;
or fax your application to (908) 352-
3513 before Wednesday, May 23, to be
eligible for the exhibit.

Starts in MARCH Starts in MARCH
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chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s

ART EXHIBIT…The Lena Di Gangi Gallery will present “Impressions and
Expressions” an eclectic mix of paintings in acrylic and oil by Cranford artist
Kerrie Ann Wandlass including “Red Tulips,” above. The works will be dis-
played through March 29. The Lena Di Gangi Gallery is located at 320 Union
Boulevard, Totowa, (973) 0942-7400.


