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C. BARBER, M. BARBER, OPOKU, KANIA WIN BIG BOUTS

GL Highlanders Stay on Top,
Jar Blue Devil Matmen, 26-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Grit, guts and heart may explain
how the Governor Livingston (GL)
High School Highlander wrestling
team, ranked No. 1 in Union County,
managed to snatch victory out of
what appeared to be the jaws of de-
feat against the No. 2 Westfield Blue
Devils in Westfield on February 1.

Trailing 24-13 with three bouts
remaining, the 13-3 Highlanders
rolled off three straight wins, includ-
ing the final bout between a Union
County Tournament (UCT) cham-
pion at 120-lbs and the runner-up to
grab a 26-24 victory.

The beginning of that ending for
the 15-3 Blue Devils came at 106-lbs
when GL’s Joe Colder scored a pair
of takedowns and a reversal to defeat
John Fuller, 6-0. Next, GL’s Jon Mele,
the UCT 113-lb champ, pinned Nick
Kalimtzis with a headlock in 32 sec-
onds to make the score, 24-22, enter-
ing the showdown bout between UCT
champ Mike Kalimtzis and GL’s Ryne
Morrison.

A wild and furious first period en-
sued, but Morrison managed a
takedown, then clamped Kalimtzis
in a cradle to take a 5-0 lead. Morrison
added an escape and another
takedown in the second period. In the

third, the two traded reversals, but
Morrison added a penalty point and
an escape to earn a 12-3, majority
decision.

“They believed when Joe Colder
won, they had a shot. Even though
Ryne lost to him [Kalimtzis] in the
county tournament, Ryne had to be
the hero today, and he acted like a
true captain. That’s what I look for.
That leadership! He worked ex-
tremely hard on his own to get to
where he is,” Highlander Head Coach
Rick Iacono said.

The match began at 126-lbs where
Blue Devil Nick Valez took a 3-0 CRONIN, REINHARDT, SCHMEIDER, BALDWIN WIN 400-FR

No. 1 Lady Blue Devils Edge
No. 2 IHA Swim Girls, 87-83

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Holding a slim 79-77 lead enter-
ing the final event, Sarah Cronin,
Ellie Reinhardt, Lauren Schmeider
and anchor Caroline Baldwin saw to
it that the No. 1 ranked Westfield
High School (WHS) girls swim team
remained No. 1 by touching first in
the 400-freestyle relay to defeat, for
the first time ever, No. 2 Immaculate
Heart Academy of Washington
Township in Bergen County, 87-83,
at Wallace pool in Westfield on Janu-
ary 31.

“We are still in shock. We have
been waiting forever, like a lifetime
to do this. All my best friends, and all
the girls who I love, I would not want
to share this with anyone else. Shock,
excitement, lots of tears! Lots of hard
work, lots of dedication,” co-captain
Jess Cronin said.

Just two days after breaking four
meet records and four WHS records,
the 200-freestyle and 400-freestyle
relays and Baldwin in the 50-free and
100-backstroke, while easily winning
their 20th straight Union County
Tournament, the Lady Blue Devils

may have had some concern about a
possible letdown.

“It could have been a possibility,
but we came off of counties on a real
high. We broke four records. I think
coming off counties, there’s always a
chance that you are just so excited
about one meet that you hope the
excitement carries over and it did. We
had the momentum going, and we
kept it going strong,” co-captain
Krysta Huber said.

“Counties was truly amazing. Our
relays broke the record. It was so
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BYERS SINKS 22; BONACUM GRABS 15 RBS, 7 STEALS

Rahway Indian Cagers Sting
Raider Boys in Dbl OT, 64-62

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speed verses speed made for an
exciting evening and a wild finish
when Javon Allen rolled in a lay-up on
a fast break to give the 16-2 Rahway
High School boys basketball team a
64-62, double-overtime victory over
the hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders on February 2.

Senior Anthony Byers led the 10-8
Raiders with 22 points, including a
put-back at the buzzer that sent the
game into overtime. He also had an
assist and a pair of steals.

The game was also laden with busy
hands that accounted for numerous
steals by both teams. Junior Tom
Bonacum, who finished with seven
points and three assists, became the
Raiders’ chief thief with seven steals.

Additionally, he pulled down 15 re-
bounds. Senior point guard Dom
Gonzalez (10 points, 2 assists) had a
pair of steals, and Ian Johnston (13
points, 3 assists) also had two steals.

“All of our starting five are good
defenders. We emphasize defense a
lot, and we get our helps out a lot, so
that’s how we get our steals,” said
Byers, who had nine rebounds.

The Raider’s numerous acts of theft
helped to serve as a buffer to the
Indians’ notorious habit of thievery,
especially that of senior guard
Hakeem Kornegay, who also led his
team with 28 points.

“Hakeem is a good player. I played
with him in football. I know what he
is about. We tried to keep the ball out
of his hands as much as we could. It
was hard not letting him get the ball

back,” Byers said.
Thanks to several fine inside feeds

and Byers’ slam-dunk, the Raiders
took an 18-13 lead after the first
quarter. Gonzalez netted five points,
while Byers and Johnston each had
four. Bonacum rolled in a lay-up, and
Kevin Kota nailed the first of his two
3-pointers.

Bonacum emphasized the second
quarter with a slam-dunk, and
Gonzalez bucketed his other five
points as the Raiders stretched their
lead to 31-21 by halftime.

Kornegay stepped up his agitation
and scored 11 points in the third
quarter. Byers sank seven points, but
the Indians won the quarter, 15-10, to
narrow the Raiders’ lead to five.

Less than a minute into the fourth
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Giants – Super Bowl Champs!
Giants 21, Patriots 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWOOPING TOWARDS THE WALL…Blue Devil Erika Daniel swoops towards the finish in the 100-butterfly event
against Immaculate Heart Academy. The No. 1 Blue Devils defeated No. 2 IHA, 87-83.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A WILD FIRST PERIOD…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, front, and Highlander Ryne Morrison had a wild first period in their
120-lb bout. The Highlanders pulled out a 26-24 victory on February 1 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CROWDED BY INDIANS…Raider Tom Bonacum, front, finds himself in a pinch between two Rahway Indians in Scotch
Plains. Rahway won in double overtime, 64-62.


