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Author to Present Lecture
About Byzantine Empire

WESTFIELD – Lars Brownworth,
an author, speaker and broadcaster,
will speak on Friday, February 17, at
7:30 p.m. in the Bouras Center of the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church. He will lecture and discuss
his book “Lost to the West – The
Forgotten Byzantine Empire That
Rescued Western Civilization.”

The Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church is located at 250 Gal-
lows Hill Road in Westfield. This
lecture will be free and open to the
public. Refreshments will be served.

Mr. Brownworth is the creator of
one of the first genre-defining
podcasts, “12 Byzantine Rulers.” The
New York Times has called him “an
effective and engaging populizer.”
His curiosity about antiquity aroused
his interest in this rather obtuse his-
tory and the success of the podcast
inspired him to write the book.

This Eastern Roman Empire,
founded by Constantine the Great in
330 A.D., became the center of Chris-
tian civilization, which held fast
against the Muslim expansion, keep-
ing Christianity alive. Byzantine
scholars continued the literacy that
had almost vanished in the West by
educating and continuing the an-
cient Greek models of academics.

Art and architecture flourished, and
the largest church in Christendom,
Agia Sofia, was built in the sixth
century. To the classical world, the
Byzantine scribes transmitted some
40,000 ancient Greek texts that oth-
erwise may have been lost.

After the fall of Constantinople in
1453, many artists and intellectuals
fled to the West, which contributed
to the emerging Renaissance.

Mr. Brownworth will provide in-
sight into this history, which spot-
lights emperors, generals and religious
patriarchs, as well as the lives of ordi-
nary citizens, and will share his own
experiences in Constantinople. He is a
graduate of Houghton College, a resi-
dent assistant for the Smithsonian and
a reader at the Dumbarton Oaks Re-
search Library. He currently is work-
ing on a biographical series about the
Macedonian Emperors of Byzantium.

Toastmasters of Westfield
Announce Club Contest

WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield, a public-speaking club,
will hold a club contest on Thurs-
day, February 16, as the first step in
the 2012 International Speech Con-
test of Toastmasters International.

Guests are welcome to attend to
watch. The contest will begin at 7:30
p.m. at Sunrise Assisted Living, lo-
cated at 240 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

The club contest is the first level of
competition in the 2012 International
Speech Contest. The winning speaker
and winning evaluator will progress
to the next level; the competition
eventually will culminate this sum-
mer with the Toastmasters Interna-
tional conference in Orlando, Fla.

Toastmasters is a non-profit organi-
zation which gives its members the
opportunity to develop and improve
their public-speaking abilities through
local club meetings, training seminars
and speech contests. Toastmasters In-
ternational includes more than 270,000
men and women in more than 13,000
clubs in over 113 countries.

The contest is a two-track compe-
tition:

(1) International Speech Contest
– An inspirational speech or any
other type of speech is permitted.
Speeches must be five to seven min-
utes in length. Anyone who has de-
livered a minimum of six speeches
is eligible to compete.

(2) Evaluation Contest – Anyone
who has delivered a minimum of six
speeches is eligible to compete. Con-
testants provide constructive feedback
about the same target speech and, as in
regular meetings, evaluations will be
two to three minutes in length.

For more information about Toast-
masters of Westfield, visit
toastmastersofwestfield.com, e-mail
ad_chester@comcast.net or call
(908) 358-6821.

Daisy Girl Scouts
Dance With Dads

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Daisy Girl Scouts and
their fathers or other favorite male
adults enjoyed a “Winter Wonder-
land” at the 2012 “Me and My Guy”
dance on January 28.

More than 350 attendees at St.
Bartholomew School in Scotch
Plains danced as a disc jockey
played popular tunes, had profes-
sional photographs taken, enjoyed
snacks and went home with light-
up leis and temporary “tattoos.”

Tara Coffey and Caroline Ringel
of Cadette Girl Scout Troop No.
40052 organized the event as a re-
quirement for their Girl Scout Silver
Award. The girls made arrangements
to obtain the snacks, photographer
and DJ, and enlisted other girls from
their eighth-grade troop to make
decorations and help at the event.

The event was the first of three
“Me and My Guy” dances sched-
uled by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Girl Scouts. Brownie Girl Scouts
and older Girl Scouts will enjoy
similar events in upcoming months.

Miller-Cory ‘School House’
To Honor Lincoln Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will celebrate
America’s 16th president and his
love of learning in a program en-
titled “Abraham Lincoln and the Old
School House” this Sunday, Febru-
ary 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. The museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield.

Children will be able to pretend
they are in Abraham Lincoln’s one-
room frontier schoolhouse, re-cre-
ated complete with hard wooden
benches, slates and dunce caps. “Stu-
dents” will learn fun facts about
Abraham Lincoln and his school-
ing; for example, why did he only go
to school in the winter? And why
was his school known as a “blab”
school? The program also will fea-
ture storytelling. Admission will be
$3 for adults, $1 for students and
free for children under age 4.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 4, “Irish Dolls through

the Centuries” on March 11, “Sil-
houette Craft for Children” on March
18 and “A Spot of Tea” on March 25.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living mu-
seum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. The mu-
seum is available for tours for school
groups during the week as well as
for scout troops after school on week-
days. Special programs also may be
arranged on site for schools and other
community groups.

For more information, visit the
museum’s Facebook page, call the
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 13, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield. All are welcome. Donna
Farrow from the Division on Aging
outreach programs will be the guest
speaker.

Father Matthew Looney has
planned a trip to Doolan’s in Spring
Lake for Thursday, March 8. There
are still openings available. Interested
persons are asked to call Father
Looney at (908) 232-8137. The price
is $60 and includes bus transporta-
tion, the luncheon and entertainment.

Club members who have not yet
paid their dues are asked to do so at the
next meeting. Members of the club
also are encouraged to continue bring-
ing contributions to the food pantry.

DANCE PARTNERS…Two Fanwood-Scotch Plains Daisy Girl Scouts and their
“special guys” enjoy the 2012 “Me and My Guy” dance on January 28 at St.
Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains. The festivities included DJ music and
dancing, photographs, refreshments and special souvenirs. Tara Coffey and
Caroline Ringel of Cadette Girl Scout Troop No. 40052 organized the event as a
requirement for their Girl Scout Silver Award. Two similar “Me and My Guy”
dances are planned.

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Best Friend to Begin
Valentine’s Day Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption will hold
a 50-percent-off Valentine’s Day
Sale at its thrift store this Saturday,
February 11, through the following
Saturday, February 18. Located at
1750 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, the store is open from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day except
Sunday and Monday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Merchandise featured
in the thrift store includes many one-
of-a-kind items, small furniture, jew-
elry, collectibles, books and knick-
knacks. Donations of new items also
are being accepted.

Volunteers are always needed in
the resale store. Additionally, Best
Friend is desperately in need of foster
homes for cats in its care. Proceeds
from the store enable Best Friend to
continue its mission of rescuing and
caring for homeless animals.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or view pets waiting for
permanent homes at
bestfriend.petfinder.com. Tax-deduct-
ible donations are urgently needed
and much appreciated by the group.
They can be sent to: Best Friend, P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

UNICO to Sponsor
Flea Market Saturday

CLARK – Clark UNICO will
sponsor an indoor/outdoor Flea
Market and Collectible Show this
Saturday, February 11, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. It will take place at Arthur
L. Johnson High School, located at
365 Westfield Avenue in Clark. Ad-
mission will be free.

Fifty-plus exhibitors are scheduled
to display an array of merchandise
such as handbags, crafts, sports col-
lectibles, clothing, jewelry, gift items,
gloves and scarves, perfumes, antiques
and collectibles, plus garage/tag sale
items, among other merchandise.

Foods such as hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, coffee, bagels, meatball sand-
wiches, wraps and other offerings
also will be available.

For information about exhibitor
space reservations, call JC Promo-
tions, Inc. at (201) 998-1144 or con-
tact events@jcpromotions.info.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


