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Lance Favors Romney-Christie Ticket, Sees
High Court Decision on Health Care as Close

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – During a visit to
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on January
30, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) spoke
about a wide range of issues, from the
recent redistricting impacting some
of the towns he represents to the
Republican Presidential Primary and
the legal fight over the national health-
care law now before the United States
Supreme Court.

On the issue of redistricting, the
Congressman said the final map ap-
proved by the 12-member bipartisan
New Jersey Congressional Redistrict-
ing Commission was based on where
the state had not gained population,
which was in the northeastern part of
the state. Two districts representing
Bergen and Passaic counties were
combined as New Jersey will go from
13 to 12 Congressional districts be-
ginning in the current election cycle,
with the new district lines taking ef-
fect January of 2013.

“Each of [the districts] is required
to have precisely the same amount of
people, down to the person,” the Con-
gressman said.

Sixteen towns in the state will be
split into multiple districts, including
Scotch Plains, according to Mr.
Lance’s Chief of Staff, Todd Mitchell.
Each of the 12 districts will have at
least one split town. If reelected, Rep.
Lance will still represent a small sec-
tion of Scotch Plains north of Route
22 as of 2013, while the rest of Scotch
Plains, all of Fanwood, Roselle Park
and a section of Linden will be lo-
cated in the 12th District currently
represented by Rep. Rush Holt (D).

Rep. Lance said constituents can
still use his office, located on North
Avenue in Westfield, for everything
from getting tickets to visit the White
House and U.S. Capitol in Washing-
ton, D.C. to getting help navigating
through federal agencies. If he is
reelected, residents of towns redis-
tricted will have their requests re-
ferred to their new Congressional rep-
resentative.

Rep. Lance said he plans to keep
his Westfield office. The Congress-
man also has offices in Flemington
and in Washington, D.C. As of Janu-
ary, the Seventh District will  include
parts of Essex (Millburn only),
Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, Union
and Warren Counties.

With an average of 732,000 per-
sons, the Congressman said New Jer-
sey would be among the highest popu-
lations per Congressional district in
the nation. He said Texas’ districts
will average 702,000, with Minne-
sota in the high six hundred thou-
sands. However, with overall declin-

ing population, New Jersey has
dropped out of the top 10 most popu-
lated states for the first time since
1910. He said New Jersey had the
eighth-highest population and has
since slipped to 11th highest.

“And this is because people are
moving to the south and the Rocky
Mountain west,” the Congressman
said.

The Congressman said New Jersey
increased from 14 to 15 Congres-
sional representatives in 1962, went
back down to 14 seats in 1982, and
went to 13 seats in 1992.

When asked about the GOP Presi-
dential campaign, Rep. Lance said he
is supportive of the 18 or so televised
debates held thus far between the
candidates, a field that has dwindled
from nine to four.

“They have been engaged and have
had relatively higher ratings,” Rep.
Lance said. The Congressman has
followed the lead of Governor Chris
Christie by also endorsing former
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Rom-
ney. “I hope he is our nominee and I
will support whoever our nominee
is,” Rep. Lance said. He said he hopes
Gov. Christie will be the vice-presi-
dential nominee, but if not, he would
favor Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), the
chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee, for the vice-presidency.

“I think we (Republicans) will be
competitive (in New Jersey) if we nomi-
nate Mitt Romney,” Rep. Lance said.
“Now if Chris Christie is on the ticket
as the running mate, I think we will
carry New Jersey and I think we will
carry Pennsylvania. And I don’t see
how Barack Obama can be reelected
without carrying Pennsylvania.”

“I think he (Gov. Christie) is the
most visible New Jerseyan on the
national scene since Woodrow Wil-
son,” Rep. Lance said. “The excep-
tion would probably be Bill Bradley,
but he didn’t ultimately win any pri-
maries (for President) against Al Gore
(in 2000).”

The Congressman said he feels the
high unemployment rate is the “fun-
damental issue facing” Americans.
“An unemployment rate of 8 1/2 is
unacceptable in this country,” he said.
“My view is there would be greater
private-sector employment if there
were greater certainty” from the fed-
eral government on issues ranging
from whether the Bush tax cuts will
continue beyond the end of the year
and on whether businesses will be
required under federal law to provide
health-care insurance to employees,
he said. “The best way to lower defi-
cits is to have more people working,”
Rep. Lance said. “My reading of
American history, particularly mod-
ern American history since the end of

the Second World War, is that we
need a vibrant and growing middle
class,” he stated. He said he also
favors reforming the federal income-
tax code as well as the corporate tax.

The Congressman said he has been
supportive of extending the federal
payroll tax cut through the end of the
year. The current tax cut was ex-
tended through February 29. He said
he is confident the tax cut will be
extended and does not believe a sur-
tax on millionaires will be included
in the legislation.

“That might be their (Democrats)
negotiating strategy, but I don’t think
it will be in the end product,” Rep.
Lance said.

The Congressman voted against
raising the nation’s debt ceiling two
weeks ago, but said the Senate was
likely to raise it. Under the last agree-
ment to raising the debt limit, a Super
Committee of Congressional mem-
bers of both parties failed to reach a
deficit reduction deal. As a result, as
part of the bill signed into law by
President Barack Obama, under se-
questration included in the measure,
automatic spending cuts totaling $1.2
trillion over the next 10 years will
begin in 2013. Half of those cuts,
$500 billion, will come from the de-
fense budget.

“They (cuts through sequestration)
will be enacted on January 1, 2013
unless we do something in the alterna-
tive to change that,” he said. “Given
the fact that it was very difficult to pass
what was passed in August, I think it
would be even more difficult to pass
changes because those changes would
have to have the approval of not only
the Republican House, but of the
Democratically-controlled Senate and
of the White House.”

He said he thinks it would be
“highly unlikely that Congress would
agree to amend the amount of money
we hope to cut.”

ANNUAL PIG ROAST…The Westfield Chapter of UNICO National held their
annual winter pig roast fundraiser January 28 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in
Garwood. This year’s event was attended by 200 persons. Members of Plainfields’,
Union and Clark chapters of UNICO were in attendance. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Henry Varriano of Clark UNICO; Joe Almeida, president, Union
UNICO; Ann Walko, past president and candidate for third vice-president, and
Michael Colucci, vice-president, Plainfields’ UNICO; Robert Tarte, past president,
Westfield UNICO; Tony Valles, chairman, Westfield UNICO’s pig roast, and
Anthony Bengivenga, immediate past president, Plainfields’ UNICO.

Cranford Man Charged
With Insurance Fraud
CRANFORD — A Cranford man

has been charged in a state grand
jury indictment for allegedly col-
lecting more than $22,000 in tempo-
rary disability insurance benefits to
which he was not entitled, Attorney
General (AG) Jeffrey Chiesa an-
nounced last week.

Louis L. Dubrel, 43, was charged
on January 30 with insurance fraud,
theft by deception and perjury, Mr.
Chiesa said.

The state grand jury indictment
alleges that between January 12 and
September 7, 2007, Dubrel, who al-
legedly sustained a work-related in-
jury while employed as an auto me-
chanic for Maple Crest Auto Group
in Union Township, omitted and failed
to provide significant information to
New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance
Company in order to obtain $22,569
in temporary disability insurance
benefits to which he was not entitled,
the AG’s office reported.

The indictment also alleges that
Dubrel obtained the $22,569 from
New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance
Company by creating the false im-
pression that he was unable to com-
plete common household chores and
daily physical activities, when, in fact,
he participated as a driver in several
harness horse racing qualifying starts
and as a horse trainer during the pe-
riod that he received temporary dis-
ability benefits.

The indictment also alleges that while
appearing at an official proceeding,
namely in the matter of Louis Dubrel v.
Maple Crest Auto Group, and while
under oath, Dubrel made the false state-
ment that, “I can’t ride [horses],”a state-
ment that he knew was not true, accord-
ing the AG’s press release.

Dubrel faces a maximum sentence
of five years in state prison and a fine
of $15,000.

 Because stroke knows

Get Better. Stay Better.

        Sudden weakness or numbness.
 Sudden confusion.
 Sudden trouble seeing.

Sudden trouble walking.
Sudden severe headache.
Sudden diffi culty speaking, swallowing.

732.381.4200  rwjuhr.com

KNOW THE SIGNS 

CALL 911
KNOW WHERE TO GO: 

Your primary stroke center for immediate care at 865 Stone St.
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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College Begins Search
For State Librarian

TRENTON – New Jersey State
Librarian Norma Blake has an-
nounced that she plans to retire this
July, closing the book on a 36-year
career, the last 10 years as the New
Jersey State Librarian.

The State Library is an affiliate of
Thomas Edison State College, which  is
conducting a national search to find the
next state librarian. A search committee
comprised of members of the New Jer-
sey library community will work with
the search firm Bradbury Associates/
Gossage Sager Associates, based in
Kansas City, Mo., to conduct interviews
and recommend a list of finalists.
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35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.322.4178 
www.mattressfac.com 

We think shopping for a mattress should 
be fun. So, think of The Mattress Factory 
when you’re planning Valentine’s Day. 
We promise you’ll have a good time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PRESS CONFERENCE...The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times editor Paul Peyton, left, listens as Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) speaks
about a wide range of issues at a January 30 meeting at the newspaper’s office.


