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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

SEEING THE SIGHTS…Charles and Maryann Laskowski of Scotch Plains
recently completed an eight-day trip covering 1,500 kilometers in Western
Turkey. They stop to enjoy the sights, and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, in
Perga, just outside of Antalya. They chose a winter trip to enjoy the sights of
Istanbul, Bursa, Ephaesus and Antalya without crowds and humid weather. The
highlight of their trip was seeing Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque in Istanbul.

Clerk Faces Challenge to
Reconfigure Ballots

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi told the Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday that
she does not know how the transfer of
school elections to the date of the
General Election in November will
impact her election costs. As of Thurs-
day, Cranford, Elizabeth, Linden,
Roselle Park and Winfield Park had
switched from April to November
per a new state law signed in January
by Governor Chris Christie. The dead-
line to move school elections is Fri-
day, February 17.

“From their (school boards) point
of view, it makes a lot of sense (to
move the elections),” she told the
freeholders. “When I conduct the
school-board elections, they (BOEs)
reimburse me for most of the costs
we expend, like the printing costs
and the mailing costs.” The county
budgets in 2010 and 2011 included
$700,000 each year for school board
elections as money to be reimbursed
for BOE elections.

Ms. Rajoppi told the freeholders
her costs are likely to go up “depend-
ing on how many state questions there
are on the ballot, (and) if there are any
municipal questions on the ballot.”

“It’s hard for me to answer that
right now because I don’t know what’s
going to be on the ballot. It’s excit-
ing,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “You have
a set format of how many questions
you can fit on that ballot…A school
board election has to be delineated
from the General Election so it can’t

be part of the General Election.”
“It’s a challenge for us. We are

looking forward to designing the bal-
lots,” Ms. Rajoppi said. She said a
Presidential Election usually requires
between 60 and 80 different ballots
throughout the county. These include
towns with elections by wards as well
as those towns where bilingual bal-
lots must be printed.

She said current state law requires
an interpretative statement for each
question on the ballot. Ms. Rajoppi
said officials in the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Elections are “looking at that
right now” to see whether or not that
requirement can be waived due to
space limitations on ballots. She said
the division might issue a rule or the
issue might have to go to the state
Legislature.

At Thursday’s meeting, Ms.
Rajoppi sought several annual con-
tracts for election-related services
totaling $1.5 million. They include
Full Service Mailers, Inc. of Garfield
to mail ballots for School Board, Pri-
mary and General Elections, at a cost
of $80,040, and B&B Press of Leba-
non to print vote by mail and provi-
sional ballots, at a cost of $207,810.

In addition, a contract was on the
agenda for Royal Printing Services
of West New York, N.J., to provide
sample ballots, voting-machine bal-
lots, emergency ballots and emer-
gency ballot tally sheets, at a cost of
$1.1 million, for 2012 and 2013. Bro-
ken down, the contract includes
$568,542 for 2012 and $549,520 for
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOVE BUG...Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood is stocked with heart-shaped boxes
full of chocolate and other goodies for romantics who come in search of Valentine’s
Day gifts.

Photo courtesy of John Fuller
WIN REPEAT…Kevin Lazer Fuller, a sixth grader at Edison Intermediate
School, and his brother Johnny Fuller, a ninth grader at Westfield High School,
root the Giants to victory at Super Bowl XLVI in Indianapolis on Sunday while
enjoying The Westfield Leader.

RVSA Fees To Rise; No Hike
Seen in Sewer Utility Fees

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Speaking
to the township council on Tues-
day, top officials from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
defended their belt-tightening ef-
forts, even as Scotch Plains faces a
3.3 percent increase in its RVSA
fees for 2012.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan, who took over the top spot
at the utility a year ago, told the
council at its regular meeting that
RVSA’s operating budget had been
reduced from $12.9 million last year
to $12.1 million for 2012—a six
percent reduction he said was
achieved chiefly through personnel
cuts. But he said that RVSA’s sur-
plus also dropped last year, and will
do so again this year, thus necessi-
tating the need for fee increases for
RVSA’s 14 member communities.

“We did a good job” in reducing
the budget, Mr. Meehan said, and
he promised more of the same in

the future. He defended the two
percent salary increases at the util-
ity, saying that the remaining
workforce was doing a great of work
in the wake of the personnel reduc-
tions.

Mayor Nancy Malool com-
mended Mr. Meehan and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Robert Materna,
who was also in attendance, for
their budget-cutting efforts, noting
that the 3.3-percent fee hike “was
about half of what we had thought
the increase was going to be.”

Mr. Meehan also told the council
he hopes to be able to sell the failed
$35 million co-generation facility,
saying it was important to have
RVSA recoup as much of the costs
as possible. RVSA is currently en-
gaged in arbitration with various
consultants and contractors. Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover asked whether
it would be preferable to “just walk
away” from the facility, “cut losses
and get rid of it.” But Mr. Materna,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Downtown, BOE Elections Among
Fanwood Council Topics

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the council Tuesday night held
discussions on several issues, ranging
from downtown redevelopment and
shared services to school-board elec-
tions and possible drainage improve-
ments.

Given the governor’s recent signing
of a new law, the council talked about
the option of moving school-board elec-
tions from April, when they currently
are held, to the November General
Election. While no position was taken,
Mayor Mahr indicated November elec-
tions “could probably more than
double” school-board voter turnout,
which presently is less than 20 percent.

The mayor explained that the county
clerk would arrange school-board bal-
lots in a “non-partisan” manner – it
shares the same ballot as the General
Election.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse said a public meeting is
scheduled for tonight on the issue, given
a Friday, February 17 deadline to have
an election-moving resolution ap-
proved, if that is the direction in which
Fanwood and Scotch Plains choose to
go.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood will “let
the process play out.” Resident Michael
Lewis urged the mayor and council to
“make your views known.”

The council talked about shifting its

animal-control services to the City of
Linden. The borough currently uses
Newark Animal Services, at a cost of
about $16,000 annually.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
Linden “will provide the exact same
service” for “less than we pay now,”
and added the “response time would be
a lot less.”

“I think it’s a natural home run,” said
Mayor Mahr.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern asked to review the pro-
posed contract and said she plans to
“get a quote” from Edison, which just
made a deal with Scotch Plains for
shared animal-control services.

Also Tuesday night, during the rede-
velopment agency meeting that pre-
ceded the agenda meeting, the council
designated Elite Properties as the de-
veloper of the former Sovereign Bank
property and the front of the old
Livingston-Wilbor site. Both will be-
come “mixed-use” properties, with resi-
dential units over retail businesses, and
will tie in with the borough’s other
redevelopment efforts.

The borough’s redevelopment attor-
ney, Diane Dabulas, said the new build-
ing at the corner of South and Martine
Avenues is “way ahead of schedule,”
mainly due to the weather. Ms. Dabulas
indicated construction could be com-
plete as soon as the end of July. She
added that “they have already had in-
quiries” from potential residential and
retail tenants.

Mayor Mahr emphasized the
borough’s intention to “get the apart-
ments done and leased and be patient
on the retail” component.

Councilman Mike Szuch said he has
heard from several residents concerned
about the size of the building. “It’s not
the way I recall it [in the plans],” said
the councilman. “It’s enormous.”

Mr. Szuch explained he thought the
fourth floor was going to be better
integrated with the roofline in order to
“minimize the appearance of the
height.”

“When it gets a façade put on it, it
won’t look so big,” suggested Council-
man Kevin Boris.

“I think when you see the final prod-
uct, it will be an impressive building,”
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Plainfield Teens Arrested In
SP Armed Robbery, Shooting

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
police arrested two Plainfield resi-
dents in connection with the robbery
and shooting of a township man last
week, Scotch Plains Police Chief
Brian Mahoney said.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 10 a.m. on February 3, Scotch
Plains police received a 9-1-1 call
from a resident on Emil Place stating
that he was robbed at gunpoint inside
his residence and that during the rob-
bery, he was shot. Upon arrival, offic-
ers from the Scotch Plains Police
Department found the victim, a 19-
year-old male, with a gunshot wound
to his leg.

The victim stated that he was home
with a relative when two males
knocked on the back door. When
they opened the door, the two sus-
pects entered the house and demanded
a phone, police said.

The suspects then began to ransack
a part of the residence. After taking
the phone and attempting to remove
other electronics, one of the suspects
produced a handgun, pointed it at the
victim and fired one shot into his leg.
Both actors then fled the scene, au-
thorities reported.

Fanwood Rescue Squad personnel
responded and transported the victim
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Gene Jannotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PACKED HOUSE…Governor Chris Christie held a Town Hall meeting at the Westfield Armory in Westfield on
Wednesday morning. With approximately 600 in attendance, the governor spoke for 90 minutes.

Christie Talks of ‘Comeback’
At Armory Town Hall Meeting
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Governor Chris
Christie followed up on his State of
the State speech in January with a
Town Hall meeting yesterday morn-
ing before some 600 attendees at the
National Guard Armory in Westfield.

The Governor spoke for nearly 90
minutes, saying the “Jersey Come-
back,” as he alluded to in his State of
the State, has started.

As he entered the Armory 15 min-
utes beyond the 10:30 a.m. sched-
uled start time, the Governor joked
that many news articles have reported
Westfield as being the “epicenter of
politics in New Jersey.” He noted that
Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
live in town, as does his longtime
friend and former law partner, Bill
Palatucci, and former Chief of Staff
Richard Bagger.

“I am thrilled to be here,” the Gov-
ernor said, noting that he and his
wife, Mary Pat, once lived in a sec-
ond-floor apartment at 247 Prospect
Street.

Governor Christie said that shortly
after he took office, his treasurer and
Mr. Bagger told him that without a
$2-billion major cut in spending, the

state would not be able to make pay-
roll. “So we did what we needed to
do…we had to stop spending so
much,” the Governor said.

The following year, he faced an
$11-billion budget hole amounting
to a 37-percent funding deficit on a
$29-billion spending plan.
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