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Future.
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The Rubino OB/GYN Group consists of a team  
of highly credentialed OB/GYN specialists  

& is nationally known for non-invasive  
solutions for women’s healthcare. 

Dr. Sabina Cherian  
Joins the Clark Office. 

 

 Recognized for her clinical acumen and  
compassion, Dr. Cherian is committed to  
advancements in medicine and increasing  

awareness of disease prevention in women. 

There’s A New 
Woman in Town. 

Four NJ office locations in Clark, West Orange, Summit,  
& Bayonne.  Make an appointment today online: 

www.RubinoObGyn.com or call: 973-542-2016 

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEJA BLUE(si.com)...Giants fans, inspired by quarterback Eli Manning, enjoy
the game at the Corbins’  Super Bowl party on Sunday.  The crowd went crazy
when the Giants erased an eight-point third-quarter deficit to steal the victory
with a last-minute touchdown, just as they did in the 2008 Super Bowl (also
against the Patriots).

tract to stabilize the Board of Elec-
tions building, located at 271 North
Broad Street in Elizabeth, Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering,
public works and facilities, said the
county is looking to contract with
Netta Architects of Springfield for
what was described as “emergency
building stabilization.” Netting was
placed around the building a few
months ago, Mr. Graziano said, not-
ing that part of the building was “start-
ing to fall down.”

“Things just started to deteriorate,”
Mr. Graziano said, noting that work-
ers could pull out sections of the
stonework by hand. “So that’s how
much of an emergency this is and that
this stuff didn’t start falling onto the
walking public in the area.”

Mr. Graziano said he expects the
project’s cost to range between $1.5
and $1.6 million.

On another matter, Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran requested a
resolution for a contract with Kiddie
Fire Fighting of Martinez, Calif. for a
suppression course for 27 Union
County firefighters, at a cost of
$103,950, funds that are coming from
the federal Department of Homeland
Security. He said the firefighters who
will attend are from the Berkeley
Heights, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Summit, Union
and Millburn fire departments. In
addition, county mutual aid coordi-
nators will attend the course, to be
held at Texas A&M University. Mr.
Moran said Millburn is part of the
Union County response to emergen-
cies.
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Freeholders

and the stumps are being removed
now. “The players’ benches for
Memorial Field are here and wait-
ing to be installed for the season,
which starts in April,” he added.

Alan Kantz, program manager for
Global Advisors Smoke Free Policy
(GASP), gave a presentation to the
commission and urged members to
support the Westfield Board of
Health in recommending the coun-
cil pass an ordinance which would
ban smoking in public parks and
other public recreation space.

Jim Marvin, commission chair-
man, asked, “How many signs
would we need, and where would
we put them?” Mr. Kaufmann asked
if GASP provided money for
signage that would be needed, and
method of implementation. Mr.
Kantz said that GASP would be
able to help with the wording of the
signage and methods of implemen-
tation.

Westfield residents Kevin Walsh
and Ed Orlando urged the commis-
sion to support this measure. Mr.
Orlando said, “I remember when
they banned smoking in New York
bars, they thought there would be a
revolution, but there wasn’t.” Mr.
Kantz suggested Westfield consider
becoming a smoke-free municipal-
ity as 100 other towns in New Jer-
sey have done.

“We (recreation commission)
make policy, but don’t enact laws.
We’ll talk to the board of health,”
Mr. Kaufmann said. Mr. Kantz said
GASP would provide follow-up
support.

Program Coordinator Tracy
Kastner told the commission she
recently attended a program at the

First Baptist Church in Westfield
called “Darkness into Light,” which
was sponsored by the Westfield Area
“Y.” The program is for adults who
work with children, and focuses on
how to recognize the signs of child
abuse. The program cost was $350.
“I got a lot out of it,” she said.

Mr. Marvin asked about back-
ground checks, and workshops for
persons working with children be-
fore their employment begins. Dee
Kaufmann, assistant recreation di-
rector, asked about who would bear
the cost of fingerprinting and back-
ground checks. Mr. Kaufmann said
he was exploring cost-effective
methods of obtaining background
checks with a short turn around
time for results. He said the recre-
ation department is on the third tier
list when the Westfield Police De-
partment gets a notification of a sex
offender in the area.

The next commission meeting
will be held on Monday, March 12,
at 7:30 p.m. in the recreation com-
mission meeting room in the mu-
nicipal building.
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Garwood BOE Passes
Election Move to November

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tuesday night the
Garwood Board of Education voted
5 to 2 in favor, with board members
Linda Koenig and Christine
Guerriero dissenting, to move the
board of education election from
April to the November General
Election. This move would elimi-
nate the public’s vote on the budget
if it were under the 2-percent cap.

“While our main goal is to achieve
higher performance academically,
we are looking to save money in the
budget, and this effectively gives us
the ability to do that without drasti-
cally changing the way we conduct
ourselves,” board member Russell
Graham said. Board member Bar-
bara Greet and Board Vice-Presi-
dent Susan Groning both agreed
that saving money was a main rea-
son for their support of moving the
election.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said she did not know the
savings the district would see by
moving the election, but would have
a figure by the next board meeting
on Tuesday, February 21, which is
four days after the decision dead-
line to the state.

“I do support the move  –  it
would have a better turnout in vot-
ing,” resident Bruce Paterson said.
“This is giving you extra money to
spend. I would like to see you strive
for less than the 2-percent cap.”

“I don’t like the way this has been
done. They gave us a month to act
on this,” Ms. Koenig said. “They
are taking more local control away,”
she continued.

With the election moved to No-
vember, newly elected board mem-
bers would take over their posts on
the board the following January. “It

puts a board member at a disadvan-
tage,” Ms. Guerriero said. “They
really lost a good amount of that
school year. They also missed a lot
of that opportunity to go to the
convention in October where a lot
of learning goes on.”

“Having served on the board for
nine years…it really is a lose-lose
situation for everyone when a bud-
get is defeated,” Board President
Adele Lewis said.

Ms. Quigley said, “If we can save
$5, if we can save $10, it always
makes sense. We operate on a bare-
bones budget for a very long time.”

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi was
in attendance, along with Borough
Councilmen Keith Sluka, Louis
Petruzzelli and Jim Mathieu.

“I have been looking at this for a
number of years personally, and
thought that it was a good idea to
piggy back the board of ed elec-
tions with the general elections
from the perspective as it would
give the people a little bit more
incentive to look at who they are
voting for and become more famil-
iar with the issues within their
school elections. The turnout for a
board of ed election is sad. And a
lot of people don’t know what is
going on. From that perspective,
to me, it is positive,” said Mayor
Quattrocchi, who also was in favor
of the cost savings.

“My only concern about this is
that you are going to have political
parties who are deciding who is
going to run for the board, and in
those towns that are more heavily
funded on both sides with political
money,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Sluka said he supported mov-
ing the board of education elec-
tions. He said taxpayers are look-
ing to save money.

Mountainside BOE Votes
To Move School Election

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Board of
Education (BOE) voted Tuesday 6 to
1 in favor of moving the school elec-
tion to the November General Elec-
tion. This move eliminates the
public’s vote on the budget if it is
under the 2-percent cap stipulated by
the state. Board President James
Ruban was the lone dissenter. Mr.
Ruban stated he was not comfortable
taking any voting privileges away
from Mountainside residents. This
measure can be rescinded in four
years by another vote at that time.

The proposed school budget for
the upcoming year was discussed.
School Business Administrator
Daniel Saragnese presented details
of the proposed budget, which may
be viewed at the district’s website,
mountainsideschools.org.

According to Mr. Saragnese, the
budget at this point represents an
increase of 4.2 percent over last year’s

budget. However, these figures do
not yet include the state aid the dis-
trict will receive, the amount of which
will be known on February 23. The
total amount to be raised in property
taxes proposed is $13.9 million, an
increase of $600,000 (4.5 percent)
over last year’s property tax of $13.3
million. The owner of a home as-
sessed at $165,537, the average as-
sessment in the borough, would pay
$4,735 in school taxes, compared to
last year’s tax of $4,503, an increase
of $232 and an increase of $381 from
two years ago. Mr. Saragnese pointed
out that “would be an increase in the
tax rate of 14 cents.”

The school budget will continue to
be revised by the BOE until the final
budget is submitted to the Union
County executive superintendent of
schools for approval.

Mr. Saragnese and other members
of the board emphasized one item
where parents can positively affect
the budget – the cost of transporta-
tion. The board approved a measure
Tuesday allowing for parents to waive
student transportation for the next
school year. The purpose of this mea-
sure is to promote carpooling to cut
costs.

According to Mr. Saragnese, if
the district could eliminate one or
two bus routes, it could potentially
save over $100,000. Parents would
be able to rescind the waiver should
the need arise.

Mr. Ruban commented, “I would
like to reach out to the public and say
this is the one opportunity to affect
change in our budgetary process.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 28, at
7:30 p.m. at the Beechwood School’s
Media Center.

SPMC Proposes $85K For
Downtown Business

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
will seek approval from the township
council of its 2012 budget, which
calls for assessments on property
owners to remain at $400 annually. It
proposes spending $85,400 on ac-
tivities that will focus more on busi-
ness recruitment and retention than
in prior years.

At its meeting on February 1, the
SPMC board of directors approved
the budget, which the council will
introduce at its Wednesday, February
21 meeting and vote on in March.

About three-fourths of the budget
will be financed by assessments on
the 164 commercial properties within
the district, with the remaining com-
ing from $12,000 in unexpended
funds from last year and $7,800 in
revenue anticipated from selling ad-
vertising in its Simply Scotch Plains
magazine. SPMC plans to publish
the magazine three times this year, at
a cost of $11,000 per edition. It will
be mailed to all residents and busi-
nesses in Scotch Plains and to all
residents in Fanwood.

SPMC is earmarking $8,000 for
recruitment and retention efforts,
which will include an upgrade of the
group’s website, which will be op-
erational by the end of the month,
according to David Biagini, presi-
dent of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager. The revamped site
– prideinscotchplains.com – will in-
clude a business directory, streaming
of SPMC’s television commercial and
a section that will answer questions a
local business or prospective busi-
ness might have, such as how to se-
cure a permit or the rules for putting
up a sign.

The board also will pursue a multi-
point recruitment effort that will in-
clude obtaining data relating to re-
tailers willing to consider Scotch
Plains as a locale, meeting with local
real estate professionals to evaluate

what has worked and not worked in
recruiting businesses, consulting with
the township government on any in-
centives that may be offered to retail-
ers interested in relocating, creating a
marketing plan and, to cap off the
efforts, presenting the plan at a na-
tional convention for retailers in the
spring.

SPMC also will spend $7,200 to
hire a permanent part-time individual
as part of its ambassador program,
with that person charged with con-
ducting membership communication
and being a presence on the street,
according to Mr. Biagini. Mayor
Nancy Malool said that businesses
“want to see someone on the street.”

Mr. Biagini made a brief presenta-
tion on the proposed budget at the
council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday, and pointed out that the
added emphasis on recruitment and
retention this year “will come at the
expense” of SPMC’s sponsorship of
the summer concert series, which it
has done the past two years. That led
Councilman Kevin Glover to urge
the council “to put some skin in the
game,” namely financing, to keep the
concert series alive, if necessary.

In other business, the board ex-
tended for another year its contract
with Mr. Biagini and
FirsTEAManagement for $22,000,
identical to last year’s fee. It is ex-
pected that SPMC’s board of direc-
tors will make appointments to fill
several of the vacancies that opened
two years ago when half the original
board resigned during a dispute with
the township council over financing
and operations.

was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and
charged with robbery in the first de-
gree, aggravated assault in the sec-
ond degree and multiple weapons
offenses. He was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail that
was set by the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Court judge at $140,000. Green is
scheduled to appear in Union County
Superior Court tomorrow, Friday,
February 10.

Charles Darby, 18, of Plainfield
was arrested in Plainfield on Febru-
ary 7 at approximately 12:30 a.m.,
Chief Mahoney reported. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and charged
with robbery in the first degree and
multiple weapons offenses. He was
processed and then transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail set
by the Scotch Plains Municipal Court
judge at $100,000. Darby also is
scheduled to appear in Union County
Superior Court tomorrow.
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what we needed to do…we had to
stop spending so much,” the Gover-
nor said.

The following year, he faced an
$11-billion budget hole amounting
to a 37-percent funding deficit on a
$29-billion spending plan.

He said the state has erased its
deficit without raising taxes and
that unemployment in the state has
dropped from 10 percent prior to
his taking office to 9 percent.

Looking at this year’s spending
plan, the Governor reiterated his
previous remarks that he wants to
give all working New Jerseyans a
10-percent income tax cut over the
next three years. He said that would
amount to $330 million each year,
or around $1 billion in total.

He poked fun at the Democratic
Majority in the state Legislature,
saying that when they want to spent
$1 billion its called an investment
but when he wants to cut the same
amount in taxes he is called fiscally
irresponsible.

“Now this is an argument I love.
These (Democrats) are the people
that brought us the $13 billion in
deficits. These are the people who
raised our taxes and fees 115 times in
eight years,” the Governor said. “So
they overspent, they over borrowed,
they over taxed and now they are
lecturing after (he cut) the budget
two years in a row about fiscal re-
sponsibility.”

The Governor also wants to raise
the New Jersey income tax credit for
poor families 20 percent.

“If you are working, you are going
to get a tax cut,” the Governor said.

He said the state has done away
with the tax rebate programs, noting
that the state had to borrow money
and pay interest to give out checks,
which were mailed in October just
before the General Election. He said
the program was started by Governor
Brendan Byrne as a way to promote
his administration.
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