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Senior co-captains Jess McCoy,
Jenna Goeller and Katlin McGovern
have played on the Cranford High
School varsity girls basketball
team since they were freshmen
and each year the Lady Cougars
have improved their record, 21-8
in 2010, 22-6 in 2011 and 24-5
last year. But this season, the
Lady Cougars have some unfin-
ished business and they will have
the opportunity to make a state-
ment from the very first game of
the season.

The difference this year, how-
ever, the Cougars will have to
make their statements without
2012 graduate Morgan Miller, who
amassed 1,081 points during her
varsity career.

“Morgan was a really good
leader. She knew how to run the
show on the court. We were sad to
see her go but happy to see her
playing at the next level. This
year, my seniors starting in the
fall stepped up big time. They
were instructing the younger girls
in what needed to be done. Even
in our scrimmages, they have
taken control of the game. Yes!
Our scoring from the three may
not be what Morgan’s was, but we
are definitely going to be having
higher percentage of driving to
the basket and scoring,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

McCoy, a guard, seemed to
come out of nowhere to get un-
derneath the boards and led the
Cougars with 288 rebounds.
McCoy was also second on the
team with 290 points and 102
assists.

“Jess can play any position you
put her. She has really perfected
her drive and pull up. When you
think she’s going all the way, she
will stop short for that short jumper.
She’s also been working on her
three-point shot. She is a com-

plete player,” Coach Dyer said.
Last year, McCoy and Miller were

the chief thieves with 93 and 92
steals, respectively. McCoy also
blocked 54 shots last year.

“She’s all over the plays. You
know basketball season has
started when her knees are cov-
ered with bruises,” Coach Dyer
said.

Goeller, a point-guard, bucketed
220 points, including 45 3-point-
ers, and added 87 assists, 61 re-
bounds and 35 steals last year.

“Jenna is our leader on the floor.
We have three freshmen on the
team and a few juniors, so teach-
ing our plays, she will take the
lead and show them where they
need to be and direct them if they
are not doing it right. She sets the
tempo for us,” Coach Dyer said.

McGovern, a forward, led the
team with 66 blocks last year,
while sinking 170 points, grab-
bing 123 rebounds, snatching 24
steals and adding 32 assists. Jun-
ior guard Mairead McKeary, who

scored 151 points and added 44
steals, 69 rebounds and 52 as-
sists last year, demanded more
attention for her outstanding de-
fensive play.

“Mairead is one of the best
defensemen that I have ever had.
She is in your face. She is going to
frustrate you, because if you cross
over softly, she’s going to take it
[ball]. We put her on other teams’
best players,” Coach Dyer said.

McKeary is still recovering from
an ankle injury from soccer sea-

son and may be sidelined until
January, but junior guard Kerry
Wischusen has proven that she is
capable of filling in quite well.
Junior forward/center Carly
Macione is also expected to be
among the starting five.

“Carly has been starting for us
in the scrimmages, and since
Mairead has been out, Kerry
Wischusen has stepped up. Carly
has done a really good job in the
post on defense. A lot of people
look at her and think she will
shoot from the inside, but she is
a really good outside shooter.
When people defend her, they
play off a little bit,” Coach Dyer
pointed out.

This year, the Cougars will face
stiffer competition in their regu-
lar-season schedule.

“We moved up in conference,
so the only people who we play
from last year is Governor
Livingston. This year we will also
have Summit, Roselle Catholic,
Scotch Plains, Linden, Plainfield
and Union. It’s going to be an
interesting, nice change for us,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Cougars’ opening game was
with Governor Livingston on De-
cember 14. Last year, both teams
split in the regular season, but
the Highlanders edged the Cou-
gars, 31-25, for the Union County
Tournament title, so statement
time would come on Day 1.

“We play them tomorrow, and
I told our girls, it’s a statement
game. If you make a statement
this season, you need to make it
from the first day,” Coach Dyer
said.

The Cougars did make a bit of a
statement by pulling out a 37-36
victory over the Highlanders.

JENNA GOELLER, JESS McCOY, KAITLIN McGOVERN SELECTED LADY COUGAR CAPTAINS

Lady Cougar Cagers Want to Make ‘Statement’ Early
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LADY COUGAR VARSITY CAGERS…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Hannah DeMars, Jenna Goeller, Alex
Krowicki, Anastasia Caulfield and Sarah Ross; top row, Cerys MacLelland, Jess McCoy, Carly Maucione, Kaitlin
McGovern, Megan Pringle and Kerry Wischusen. Insert – Mairead McKeary.
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