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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVILS DYLAN ELLIOTT NETS 11 POINTS, TORESCO 10; COUGAR FEDORCHAK NETS 22

Blue Devil Boys Roll in 4th, Stop Cougar Cagers, 62-50
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong play from its bench
helped the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to surge in
the second quarter and, espe-
cially, in the fourth to overcome
the Cranford Cougars, 62-50, in
Cranford on December 14.

Co-Captains Scott Toresco and
Keegan Hess ran into foul trouble,
but Chris Sweeney, Sean Elliott,
Quinn Dursee and Nick Mele came
off the bench and not only hung
tough on defense, but also com-
bined for 19 points to keep the
momentum in the Blue Devils’
favor.

Blue Devil junior Dylan Elliott
bucketed 11 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and he did
manage to pull three boards and
add a steal. Senior Scott Toresco
put in 10 points and grabbed five
rebounds, and sophomore point
guard Danny Mitchell (3 rebounds,
3 assists) took control, especially
in the second half and scored all
nine of his points during that time.

“I thought we played really well.
When I was in foul trouble, our
bench came in and picked it up.
Danny Mitchell played an excel-
lent game, and our bench was
amazing,” Toresco said.

“I saw that we had some good
chemistry going on. We got into
foul trouble with our two cap-
tains, so our bench helped us out
with our playing. We did well, but
we still have room for improve-

ment,” Elliott said.
Hess, who had three steals and

three rebounds, scored all five of
his points in the first half. Junior
David Kane scored eight points
in the second half. Sean Elliott
finished with six points, Mele had
four, Dursee had three and

Sweeney sank six.
The Cougars also ran into foul

trouble early with senior center
Reggie Green spending most of
the second and third quarters on
the bench. The Cougars’ offen-
sive burden then rest in the
hands of senior Stefan

Fedorchak, who stepped up with
22 points, while adding four re-
bounds and two steals.

“When we came out, we played
well. We played defense, but in
the second half we let up. We
made some stupid fouls. We
didn’t make enough shots on the
other end,” Fedorchak said.

Point guard Tommy Trotter had
a pair of swipes and scored eight,

second-half points. Junior John
Oblachinski (4 points) had six
rebounds and a steal.

Fedorchak scored the first two
points of the game, but Hess
banged a 3-pointer to spark a

nine-point run to put the Blue
Devils up 9-2. Fedorchak came
back with a three and added a
two-pointer then Matt Smith sank
a 3-pointer at the buzzer to give
the Cougars a 10-9 lead, enter-
ing the second quarter.

“We are not going to give up
when we are down. It doesn’t
matter. When we are down any-
thing, we are still going to play,”
Fedorchak said.

The Cougars took a four-point
lead in the second quarter, but
Dylan Elliott sank a free throw,
Sweeney sank two free throws
and Sean Elliott hit for two to put
Westfield up 19-18 with 3:30 on
the clock. After Cougar Mike
Guinello sank a two-pointer, the
Blue Devils added another 9-2
run, which ended with Dursee’s
3-pointer at the buzzer to make
the score, 28-22. Dylan Elliott
finished with eight in the half.

“My coach just told me to stay
confident with my scoring. He
said just attack, attack, attack!
He said they couldn’t stop me, so
I just kept attacking,” Elliott said.

The third quarter ended in a
13-13 draw, but the Blue Devils
got their assists game together
and rumbled to a 56-42 lead with
3:01 remaining, forcing the Cou-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 22, drives to the basket in the season-opening game against
the Westfield Blue Devils in Cranford on December 14. Westfield won, 62-50.
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