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Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

We believe the important news at Christmas is
not who comes down the chimney, but who came

down from heaven. We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

WF BOE Needs to
Communicate Better
Editor’s Note: The following was e-

mailed to Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan and copied to
this newspaper.

Dr. Dolan, Please find a method of
communicating with the larger Westfield
community on matters of money as it is
all of us taxpayers footing the bill, not
just parents. Many of us are not happy.

Richard Dreher Jr.
Westfield

Gifts to United Fund Will Be
Spent Right Here in Westfield

Westfielders, Don’t Cry When Your
Property Taxes Go Up In Years AheadLetters to the EditorFocusing Solely on Guns Is A

Knee-Jerk Reaction to Horrific Crime

The holiday season is a time to gather
with family and friends in our homes
and celebrate together. The cold winter
months draw us inside to enjoy the
warmth of each other’s company. This
year, when so many people in our area
have lost their homes, we are reminded
of how fortunate we are to have com-
fortable homes in which to share good
times.

We tend to take our homes for granted,
but there are many people in our area
who can’t be sure that they will always
have a place to call home. The people at
our newest agency, Homefirst, are work-
ing to change that. They provide tem-
porary and permanent housing for poor
working families, along with training
and other services they need to become
self-sufficient. With your help we can
end homelessness in our area.

Homefirst is just one of the 21 human

service agencies you support when you
give to the Westfield United Fund. Our
mission is to care for the people in our
community who need our help all year
long. Your gift will go far, but not far
away … it will be spent right here,
because Westfield is our home.

Happy Holidays from our families to
yours!

Charles Weidman, Board President
Westfield United Fund

The Westfield voters were issued blind-
ers the past few weeks.

1) They were threatened by the BOE in
letters to parents only.

2) They announced a while ago they
wanted to add solar panels to the roofs,
but have been quiet since. No company
will install panels on old roofs. But the
BOE kept quiet about why they needed
all the school roofs done.

3) It seems amazing that all schools in
town need roof replacement at the same
time. Lincoln School was completely refur-
bished less then 10 years ago but “It needs a
roof”? When were all the others done? There
was no mention of this to voters.

4) The newspapers were never invited
to climb on a roof and see how bad it was.
No one from any schools had pictures of
ponded water on any roof.

No one had pictures of the buckets in
classes and hall. You were lied to par-
ents!

5) No parent mentioned their children
having to move out of the way of drip-
ping water.

Westfield residents will pay anything
the BOE cries for except a turf field.

So Westfielders, don’t cry when the
taxes go up. Even though the BOE said
several bonds will get paid off in 2013 the

BOE will somehow forget to reduce the
tax burden as bonds are paid. Don’t com-
plain on your own stupidity when next
year they are asking for more and in 2014
more, etc.

Oh yes and Westfielders, did you also
know Westfield has the highest starting
salary in the U.S. for teachers at over
$60,000 a year to start.

Maybe everyone should consider re-
placing the entire board. If you don’t,
they will lie next year and get another tax
increase.

Greg Ryan
Westfield

Bob Braun column in today’s [Star-
Ledger] was on the front page. I thought
the front page was designed for news, not
editorial, which was placed on the edito-
rial page?

It appears as though Bob Braun’s col-
umn is a “knee jerk” reaction to a horrific
crime. He places the gun as the aggressor
and points that to be the sole problem here.

Guns have been around for 300 years
in this country. This knee jerk column is
sort of akin to banning pillows because
some babies suffocate when they are laid
on the pillows.

As a side note, I don’t own any guns,
but in military service I used them many
times.

Perhaps instead of glossing over the
problems and issues, he should reach a
little deeper and figure out what the root
causes are (and in that same vain) try and
address them and move to solve them.

The social and moral fabric of our
society had decayed to the point where
everything goes and no one is at fault
(“but it’s society’s fault”).

You used to have to be married to have
kids. We used to have two or three gen-
erations of families living together. This
family unit; elders took care of the kids;
gave them values, and there was always
peer pressure to “do the right thing.”
Some people had more money than oth-
ers. My family was the one with less, but
then that was an incentive to try harder.
We still shared with those less fortunate
then us. Neighbors used to talk to neigh-
bors. Neighborhoods used to look after
one another. Everyone went to church on
Sunday.

What happened?
I challenge you to reach back 30 or 40

years and compare what you have today
with what was there then. We needed
each other then. Are all the social govern-
ment programs we have today helpful?
What is the downside? Have you looked
at that? Throwing money at a problem
may ease your conscience, but never solve
the problem.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Happy Holidays
From SPMC

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corporation (SPMC), I wish to
thank everyone who made our first ever
“Holiday Party at the North Pole” on
December 15 such a success:

- to Lisa Schiller who hosted the event
at Bigg Playdate and provided an after-
noon of entertainment and refreshments;

- to our friend Robert LaCosta for
ushered in Santa’s arrival with his stylish
“sleigh”;

- to Santa, Mrs. Claus, and their elves
who delighted our little guests and posed
for some 100 free photos of more than
150 people;

- to the SPMC staff who coordinated
the photo shoot and drawing for the giant
toy-filled Christmas stocking;

- to Mayor-Elect Kevin Glover and
Mrs. Joanne Glover who visited our North
Pole and drew the winning Christmas
stocking entry form submitted by 10-
year-old Christina Scizak of Rahway
Road, Scotch Plains;

- and to our many patrons who gra-
ciously donated many cans and packages
of food to assist the Superstorm Sandy
Disaster Relief Food Drive. Your dona-
tions have been transferred to Asw. Linda
Stender’s office for distribution.

Fresh off this success, the SPMC looks
forward to our next community event – a
free health fair featuring medical, health
and fitness professionals from Scotch
Plains’ central business district – in early
February to help all of us keep our New
Year’s Resolutions.

Happy holidays to all.

Dominick Verdic
SPMC Chairman

Support Campaign to
End Gun Violence

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Rep. Leonard Lance and copied to
this newspaper.

Dear Congressman Lance, Last year
guns killed 48 people in Japan, eight in
Great Britain, 34 in Switzerland, 21 in
Sweden and over 11,000 in the United
States. We spend billions on security
threats abroad, but do little to improve
the security from assault weapons and
handguns that have killed over 30,000
people in 2012.

When is enough, enough? The NRA
will not be providing a pamphlet to assist
our schools how to talk to children after
this bloodbath. The right to bear arms is
not more important than a child’s right to
grow up. I urge you sir, as you claim to be
a moderate, to represent us and be a true
leader and work with the Brady Cam-
paign to End Gun Violence and make
changes. Sensible change in our nation’s
guns laws are long overdue. America is
better than this.

Mitchell Slater
Westfield

Thank You Edison
Broadway Singers

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso, Kenneth Horn, and the
Edison Broadway Singers for participat-
ing in our 22nd annual holiday concert
held on Wednesday, December 13 at
Edison Intermediate School.

We had over 300 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by The Westfield Community Concert
Band and The Edison Broadway Singers.
It was a perfect way to begin the holiday
season! It was also a celebration of the
Community Band’s 100th year anniver-
sary.

Once again, thank you all for such a
wonderful performance. I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah,
Happy Kwanzaa, and Happy New Year
to all!

Traci Kastner, Coordinator
Westfield Recreation Department

National Assault
Weapon Ban

I would like to see a definitive policy
statement advocating a national assault
weapon ban and a tighter policy regard-
ing gun control from the most prominent
New Jersey Republicans including Gov-
ernor Christie and Congressman Leonard
Lance. I have been unable to find such a
statement. I have expressed my outrage
by phone and e-mail to Congressman
Lance, and I urge other like-minded indi-
viduals to do the same. We need to know
where these individuals stand on this
issue. They must not be allowed to re-
main silent.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside


