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      Fanwood Municipal Garage - 270 North Ave 
 

     December 8, 15, 16, 22, 23 - 9AM to 3PM 
     December 24 - 9am to12pm 

 

     Please bring canned food to support our Holiday Food Drive  
 

     Sponsored by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club 

 

HOLIDAY LUMINARY SALE 
Light up your home, your street, your town 

P

I know life doesn’t come  
with a schedule. That’s why  
at State Farm you can always 
count on me for whatever  
you need – 24 / 7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day …

That’s when you can count  
on State Farm®.

1101198 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Jim Lowney/County of Union
FILLING KIDS HOPES…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, right, Ser-
geant Marianne Hopko and Officers MaryBeth Gray and Tara Halpin thank the
employees from Wells Fargo Home Mortgage in Cranford for the donation of
several hundred toys, children’s clothing and gift cards to the Union County
Sheriff’s Officers “Tree of Hope” holiday drive for needy children. Contributions
of money, which are tax-deductible, toys and clothing can be sent to: Union
County Sheriff’s Officers “Tree of Hope,” Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, N.J., 07207. For more information, call (908) 629-2158.

Surrogate to Hold Hours
Tuesdays at Linden Library
COUNTY – Union County Surro-

gate James S. La Corte has announced
that county residents will now be
able to handle probate matters at the
new Linden Public Library, located
at 31 East Henry Street in Linden.
Services are to be provided on the
second Tuesday of every month at
this location by appointment only.

All relevant information pertain-
ing to the estate must be received by
the surrogate’s office prior to sched-
uling an appointment. A list of re-
quired information can be found
online at www.ucnj.org/surrogate-
information-sheet.

The hours at the new site begin at
5:30 p.m., and appointments can be
scheduled by contacting the
surrogate’s office at (908) 527-4280.
For the benefit of county residents,
evening hours are also available at

the following locations:
Cranford, first Monday of each

month, Cranford Community Cen-
ter, 220 Walnut Avenue; Union, third
Wednesday of each month, Union
Township Municipal Building, 1976
Morris Avenue and Summit, fourth
Thursday of each month, Summit
City Hall, 512 Springfield Avenue.

The Union County Surrogate keeps
county residents informed on matters
of estate planning, probating wills,
and guardianship accounts. Their main
office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. and is located on the second floor
of the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth.

For additional information or to find
out about other services available
through the surrogate’s office, contact
them directly at (908) 527-4280 or
visit www.ucnj.org/surrogate.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

Rare Sale!
Every Madeline Moss floor model

now at huge savings!

35-50% off upholstery and select case goods!

20% off all lamps, mirrors, accessories and throws!

Additional 10% off all new custom orders (total 30% savings!).

Till December 31st only!

Happy Holidays!

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

822 South Avenue West
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

DWC Reviews Final Week Of
WF Holiday Promotions

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), discussed
several topics related to the downtown
area at its monthly Board of Directors
meeting Monday evening.

DWC Director Sherry Cronin dis-
cussed events held this holiday sea-
son in Westfield as well as events still
to come before the close of the year.

“We been doing a lot of ‘Welcome
Home to Westfield’ events – we’ve had
photos with Santa, we’ve had the tree
lighting, we been doing
caroling…Saturdays we have the
Dickensian carolers,” Ms. Cronin stated.

The “Dickensian carolers” group,
known as the Yuletide Carolers, will be
joined by the Watson Highlanders Bag-
pipe Band, the Harmonic Quartet and
Westfield’s New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts Alphorns as ensembles sched-
uled to perform in the downtown area.

Ms. Cronin continued, “We have
one more weekend of this kind of
activity…this weekend we’ll also
have the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts doing caroling. So it’s really
festive and really nice.”

A full schedule of remaining events
may be found at the DWC’s website,
located at WestfieldToday.com. Ms.
Cronin reminded the public that compli-
mentary parking in metered spots on
streets and in public parking lots will
continue until Wednesday, December 26.

Ms. Cronin also reported that the
Miracle on Elm Street Shopping
Spree promotion will continue for a
final week. The promotion is a raffle
contest where winners will receive
either gift cards to be used at any
business or restaurant in the down-
town area or a parking card to be used
in one of the municipal parking lots.
Contestants may obtain the raffle
ticket in most businesses in town.

Ms. Cronin said the raffle is gen-
erating more interest than usual this
year. “What we’re finding is that
they’re (raffle cards) coming from
all over the place. Every business
almost seems to be participating in
some way…we’ll be doing one last
push this week to get the rest of
those in because the contest ends on
Saturday this week.”

Contestants may find more infor-
mation about the contest on the
DWC’s website.

Ms. Cronin next reported on sev-
eral new businesses that opened in
town recently. Two clothing and ac-
cessory stores, Wysteria, located at
112 Central Avenue, and Jude
Connelly, located at 111 Central Av-
enue, both recently opened their
doors. Kennedy’s All-American Bar-
ber Club, located at 226 North Av-
enue, and Universal Lacrosse, located
at 241 North Avenue, also opened.

Urban Outfitters, a national cloth-
ing retailer, was scheduled to open on
this past Saturday. Located at the
historic Westfield Historic Trust
Company building at the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets, the cloth-
ing store will now open today, De-
cember 20.

In other news, the board briefly
discussed its 2013 budget. The bud-
get includes the salaries of DWC
employees, equipment such as lamp-
posts or seasonal decorations and
events sponsored by the DWC, such
as the Girls Night Out and the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival. The
budget also awards grants to partially
reimburse SID businesses for improv-
ing their properties.

“It’s budget time again,” DWC
Board Chairman Dominick Verdic
said. “We’re going to have to work on
this and see what we can do to keep
the budget as low as possible.” The
board must present its budget to the
town council for approval.

The next board of directors meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the DWC
office, located at 105 Elm Street.

SP Dems Release
Names for Vacancy

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee has
nominated Louis Beckerman, Philip
Wiener and John Thompson as can-
didates to replace Kevin Glover on
the township council.

 Mr. Glover, a township council-
man since 2007, was elected mayor
in November. Mr. Beckerman is the
current chairman of the Democratic
committee, Mr. Wiener is treasurer
and Mr. Thompson is a committee
member. The names of Mr.
Beckerman, Mr. Wiener and Mr.
Thompson will be presented to the
township clerk. The Township Coun-
cil will consider the three candidates
and vote on one to replace Mr. Glover.

Assembly Urges Congress
To Act on $60.4-Bil. In Aid

TRENTON – The New Jersey
General Assembly on Monday ap-
proved a measure, 77-0, sponsored
by Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-34, East Orange) and Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) urging Congress to
act on legislation that would clear
$60.4 billion in federal resources to
help New Jersey and other states
recover from the damage and de-
struction inflicted by Superstorm
Sandy.

 Superstorm Sandy caused approxi-
mately $36.9 billion in damage In

New Jersey alone, according to the
preliminary damage assessment re-
leased by the governor’s office last
month.

The resolution (AR-88) urges Con-
gress to adopt legislation requested by
President Barack Obama to provide
$60.4 billion in federal resources to
help pay for the costs of responding
to, recovering from and mitigating the
damage sustained by New Jersey and
other states along the East Coast.

www.goleader.com

Garwood Super. Quigley
Reflects on Newtown Tragedy

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The tragedy that
stole the lives of 20 children and six
adults Friday at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Conn. was
top of mind as Garwood Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley gave
her superintendent’s report Tuesday
night at the board of education meet-
ing.

“What has happened in our coun-
try is incomprehensible. I thank all
the parents who shielded their chil-
dren from this because no child should
try to have to understand this because
I think parents themselves don’t un-
derstand this,” Ms. Quigley said.

“I know people are focusing on
gun control, but as an educator I
really want to focus on how do we
help all our children, how do we help
the children after they graduate,” she
said.

“It’s going to take a long time for
us to grieve this,” she said. Ms.
Quigley said research shows it is
important “to try and get back to
normal.”

Resident Angelo Alimonti, who
wore a Santa hat given to him by a
local student to “brighten up the at-
mosphere with the occurrences that
happened in Connecticut,” urged the
board to pursue legislators to change
the gun control laws to become
stricter.

At the start of the board meeting,
Auditor Steve McDermott of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. of Westfield gave an
auditing report for fiscal year July
2011 to June 2012. Mr. McDermott
said the board received an unquali-
fied opinion, which says the financial
statements are represented, as they
should be.

There was $856,399 in the general
fund balance, $382,895 in the capital
reserve for future projects, $184,282
in the prior year’s excess fund bal-
ance, and $251,740 in the unrestricted
fund balance.

“The overall fund balance has in-
creased,” Mr. McDermott said. Resi-
dent Brice Paterson said the fund
balance last June was about $600,000.

The auditor had nine recommen-
dations to the board, of which five
were duplicated from last year.

Mr. Paterson asked why the board
has duplicate recommendations year
over year. Ms. Quigley said it was
“because of turnover in the office.”
Business Administrator Jeannine
Murray took over the position in
November 2011, midway through the
fiscal year. Ms. Quigley said the board
received fewer recommendations
from the year prior.

The board approved a fundraiser in
conjunction with eighth-grade par-
ents and The Education Fund of
Garwood (EFG) to hold a raffle to
fund the eighth grade trip, with part
of the proceeds going to the EFG.
Parents will be responsible for sell-
ing raffle tickets, with prizes being
given to those who sell the most tick-
ets. Prizes include a flat screen TV, an
iPod Touch and a Kindle. Board mem-

N.J. Dem Electors
Cast Electoral Votes

TRENTON – In accordance with
the U.S. Constitution, Electors in each
of the 50 states and the District of
Columbia met on Monday, Decem-
ber 17, to cast electoral votes for the
2012 Presidential Election.

Since President Barack Obama won
the popular vote in New Jersey, New
Assemblyman John Wisniewski,
chairman of the New Jersey Demo-
cratic Electors, gave remarks and New
Jersey Supreme Court Chief Justice
Stuart Rabner conducted the installa-
tion of Eelectors.

New Jersey’s 14 Democratic Elec-
tors were selected by the New Jersey
Democratic State Committee at a
meeting of the committee on Septem-
ber 12.

The electors are: Frank Argote-
Freyre of Freehold, Marion Costanza
of North Brunswick, Suzanne Discher
of Oaklyn, Chris Irving of Paterson,
Jeffrey Laurenti of Trenton, John J.
McCarthy of Wyckoff, Ileana Mon-
tes-Guadagnino of Mountainside, Ida
Ochoteco of Hillsborough, Paul An-
drew Penna of Lawrence, of Robert
Renaud of Cranford, Virginia Scott
of Paulsboro, H. Gene Sykes of
Bayonne, Philip Thigpen of
Montclair, and Beth Timberman of
Woodstown.

ber Christine Guerriero asked the
raffle not be sold by students, but by
parents, because it is considered a
game of chance.

Residents John Conlin and Mr.
Alimonti had toured Washington El-
ementary School now that it is con-
verted to a preschool and daycare
facility run by the Westfield Area Y.
Mr. Conlin called it a “warm, color-
ful active building.” He thanked the
board members for using the build-
ing for the community and young-
sters, and called it a “great advance-
ment for the entire community.”

Mr. Alimonti said the school rooms
are “very accommodating and bright.”

The board also accepted a resolu-
tion read by Ms. Guerriero to urge
Congress and the administration to
amend the Federal Budget Control
Act of 2011. The act, among a long
list of cuts, has a provision to im-
pose $1.2 trillion in budget cuts
impacting almost all federal pro-
grams, including education that
would become effective in January
2013. If imposed, New Jersey would
lose more than $73 million in fund-
ing for elementary and secondary
education programs, as well as over
$11.7 million in Head Start fund-
ing.

Board member Russell Graham,
who served four years on the board,
thanked board members for their
“dedication” to the district during his
exit speech.

Prior to the official meeting, Su-
perintendent Quigley and board mem-
ber Aaron Watkins handed out cer-
tificates to students who received
straight A’s.


