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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Atlantic Healthy Lifestyles

Integrative Medicine Centers

357 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ • 908-598-7997

At Atlantic Healthy Lifestyles Integrative Medicine Center in Summit, our expert practitioners 

combine mind-body therapies with modern medical knowledge to deliver programs that 

can improve your health and make everyday life more rewarding and satisfying.

THE PERFECT COMPLEMENT  

TO TRADITIONAL MEDICINE.

Schedule an appointment by calling 908-598-7997

Treat Your Mind, Body, and Spirit
Our Full List of Services Includes:  

Massage (one-hour session $55)

Holistic Health  

   and Life Assessments ($70)

Nutritional Assessment 

   and Counseling ($55)

Lifestyle Coaching ($55)

Strength Training ($65)

Acupuncture (call for pricing)

CranioSacral Treatment ($55)

Jin Shin Jyutsu ($55)

Reflexology ($55)

Classes Include: 

Yoga ($10 & $15)

Zumba ($10)

Nia ($10)

Meditation ($10)

Group Strength  

   Training ($35)

Gift certificates  

are available.

Joyeux
Noël

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
JOYEUX NOËL...“Une belle femme” in Anncey, France assists Bob Cozzolina of
Westfield wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
VISIT FROM SANTA…Santa delivers a present to a girl on South Avenue on
Saturday during the annual Santa Parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAR POWER…CBS News “60 Minutes” reporter Byron Pitts signs a copy of his
book “Step out on Nothing” for Trish Brill at the Union County Literacy Volunteers
25th Anniversary Gala at Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains December 13.

website that needs to be constantly
updated at all times,” Chief Mahoney
said.

Eileen Leahey, regional public af-
fairs manager, and Jack Bridges, man-
ager, both of Public Service Enterprise
Group Inc. (PSEG), presented a
slideshow of graphs and photographs
of destruction in New Jersey from Hur-
ricane Sandy. They also were there to
take any questions from the public.

Currently, Scotch Plains has roughly
23,000 residents.

“It is a blessing and we are thankful
that no one was killed or hurt during the
storm in Scotch Plains,” Chief Mahoney
said.

Hurricane Sandy affected 1.7 mil-
lion PSE&G customers, 77.3 percent
of New Jersey lost power and 50 homes
in Scotch Plains were struck by trees.
Mr. Bridges explained that trans-
formers, circuit breakers and circuit
switches all had to be rebuilt, re-
placed and repaired. In New Jersey,
he said, 48,000 trees and 2,400 util-
ity poles also were destroyed.

“For 109 years we’ve been a com-
pany with a strong, continuing com-
mitment to our customers and this
was the worst we’ve ever seen,” Ms.
Leahey said.

“Our staff worked 16 hours per
day restoring power to
homeowners,” Mr. Bridges said. “I
strongly encourage everyone to visit
www.myaccount.pseg.com to reg-
ister for free to keep updated for the
next weather encounter.”

He also apologized and explained
to the audience the reason behind
the delay in bringing back their
power was the ratio of homes with-
out power versus PSEG workers to
help restore power.

In one of his slides, Mr. Bridges
showed strategies such as helicop-
ters that patrolled New Jersey, in-
spection of underground pumping,
and sandbags that were used during
the storm.

“We all worked the best we could
and as fast as we could to help re-
store power,” Mr. Bridges added.

Maria Padron, and other members
who are part of the external affairs
and media specialists of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), spoke about qualifying for
receiving money from lost days of
employment from the storm.

Jessica Paul, a public affairs spe-

cialist from Small Business Admin-
istration and Federal Disaster Loans
for Homeowners (SBA), presented
a step-by-step process for
homeowners interested in qualify-
ing for a loan for improvements to
their homes.

Ms. Paul explained that once an
individual is registered at
www.DisasterAssistace.gov, those
who qualified for assistance would
receive an application in the mail
that must be filled out and returned.
Homeowners will receive a response
within two weeks and, if accepted,
will be granted a loan at a 1.68-
percent interest rate for 30 years.

She explained that those who reg-
ister and hear back, but are declined
for a loan, can appeal.

“I encourage all to register online
or go to one of our local offices in
either Linden or Plainfield for any
questions,” Ms. Paul said.

“One week into the storm, thank-
fully, the Baptist church on Terrill
Road had power, and volunteers
opened their doors and welcomed
anyone without power for shelter
and food,” Chief Mahoney said.

Following the speakers, members
of the public had their turn to talk.
Nearly a dozen residents voiced their
concerns and told their stories re-
garding damage to their properties
from Hurricane Sandy. One by one,
the residents waited on line behind
the podium with their prepared com-
ments.

“I am extremely disappointed
from the amount of disrespectful
customer service I received during
the storm,” said JoAnn Schoss of
Locust Avenue. “My property-tax
dollars should be lowered because
all of my trees are damaged.”

Ethan Schoss and her husband
(Mrs. Schoss and her husband,
Ethan?) presented to township coun-
cil members current photographs of
their yard, covered with tree trunks.

“Our yard looks like a bomb went
off and we are still waiting on an-
swers as to when the tree debris will
be picked up,” Ms. Schoss added.

Residents from Farley Avenue,
Sleepy Hollow Lane, Pheasant Lane
and Martine Avenue also spoke at
the meeting.

“This part of town was the last
section to receive power back, yet
suffered the worst,” Ms. Schoss said.
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SP Council Special Meeting

ing. She noted that recently children at
the elementary schools have been com-
pleting anti-bullying pledges and out-
lining character-building programs.
She also noted that programs, such as
the “Caught You Doing Good Pro-
gram,” had been implemented at Park
Middle School. Additionally, she said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
had bystander training and lectures
concerning cyber-bullying.

In addition, Ms. Taggart reported
that there has been a reduction in re-
porting of bullying cases and also a
reduction in confirmed cases during
the current school year. She also noted
that recently there have been student
and parent trainings on suicide aware-
ness and knowing the warning signs at
the high-school level. She also stated
that in the lower grades there have been
assemblies on knowing the anti-bully-
ing law and learning the difference
between bullying and conflict. She
noted that students also are taught by-
stander strategies.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said all the anti-bullying
specialists in Union County meet on a
regular basis and that Ms. Taggart is
“looked upon as a leader in that group.”

In addition to her report, Thomas
Beese, director of special services, gave
a report that covered the same time
frame from January to June 2012. In
his report, Mr. Beese said 17 cases of

violence had been reported, as well as
nine cases of vandalism, six substance-
abuse situations and two weapons is-
sues. This report also was a mandatory
state requirement.

In other business, a revised copy of
the 2012-2013 school calendar was
given to audience members and noted
that students will have a half day of
school on Monday, January 21, Martin
Luther King Day, and a full day of
school on Presidents’ Day, Monday,
February 18.

In addition, a single-session day will
be held for all elementary students in
pre-kindergarten through grade 4 on
Friday, June 21. Also, a half-day ses-
sion will be held on Monday, June 24,
for all students who attend School One
and J.A. Coles School, which includes
the pre-kindergarten students.

The calendar changes were done to
help make up for lost school days due
to school closings as a result of Hurri-
cane Sandy, which caused widespread
power outages. School officials said
that if more snow days had to be taken
in the upcoming winter months, then
days would have to be taken from the
spring break vacation starting on Mon-
day, March 25.

The next BOE meeting will be held
tonight, Thursday, December 20, at
7:30 p.m. in the BOE’s administration
building at Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street in Scotch Plains.
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Scotch Plains BOE
donations, and residents wishing to
contribute can send a check payable
to the Township of Scotch Plains,
with “Christmas manger” written in
the memo, to the municipal building.

The Courage to Reconnect group
that is exploring a possible merger of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood has cho-
sen the representatives from Scotch
Plains that will sit on the study com-
mission. Fred Lange and Don Parisi
were chosen as commissioners last
weekend. The alternate member is
Sarah Dreikorn.

Tuesday’s meeting was the
council’s last session of the year and
also brought an end to 13 years of
Republican Party control of the gov-
erning body. Democratic Council-
man Kevin Glover will be sworn in
as mayor on Tuesday, January 1,
and Democrat Colleen Gialanella
will assume a council seat. Mr.
Glover’s present council seat will
be vacated and the township Demo-
cratic Party will submit the names
of John Thompson, Phil Wiener and
Lou Beckerman to the council to
select Mr. Glover’s council replace-
ment until a special election next
November to fill out the remainder
of that term, which runs through
2014.

At the end of Tuesday’s meeting,
council members paid tribute to out-
going Mayor Mary DePaola and
Councilman Saridaki. Democratic
Councilman Michael Marcus told
the mayor he “enjoyed serving with
you” and called her “reasonable,
rational and open-minded.” He
thanked Mr. Saridaki for his service
not only on the township council, to
which he was appointed last sum-
mer, but also on the board of educa-
tion, where he served for many years.

Deputy Mayor William Vastine
echoed Mr. Marcus’ remarks about
Mr. Saridaki, and told the mayor she
deserved credit for “helping the town
to regain its footing” after the Octo-
ber hurricane. Mr. Glover thanked
both outgoing members for their
“service to our community.”

Mr. Saridaki said it was a “plea-
sure and an honor” to have served,
while Mayor DePaola said she had
“enjoyed” being mayor for the seven
months since she was named to the
position after the resignation of former
mayor Nancy Malool. “I had a great
time,” she said, “as a council member,
as deputy mayor and as mayor.”
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Scotch Plains Council
Former Secret Service Agents Offer

School Security Guidelines
WESTFIELD – Over the last sev-

eral years, former Secret Service
Agents, Tom Sloan of Westfield and
Gerry Cavis of Orlando, Fla. and
Chicago, Ill., have developed
school-security programs as a com-
munity project.

They have presented their work,
free of charge, to more than 30
schools in New Jersey and Wiscon-
sin. They have worked with four
schools locally, including ones in
Cranford and Roselle.

They offer to make it available to
anyone with interest.

Mr. Sloan told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “Personally, I have
shared it with numerous schools
near my community to help build a
security plan. We never asked
money for it, and won’t. We make it

available to anyone with interest to
have it as a resource. We did the
program with students as the target
audience, and then with teachers as
the audience. Both worked. It may
help to complement an existing
school-security program or help be-
gin one. Its purpose is to prompt
folks to think about security issues
from A to Z in a way that is more
than just a checklist.”

Their guidelines can be down-
loaded at www.goleader.com/fea-
tures/security/.

To reach Mr. Sloan, please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

“It’s kind of interesting to have
that [proposal], which was…
around ’91 or ’92, and to have an-
other cell tower hearing, now, at the
end [of my planning board career,]”
he said.

Planning board members spoke
of how Mr. Celardo will be missed.

“We’re going to have to appoint a
new joke maker to the board,” re-
marked Fanwood Councilman and
planning board member Kevin
Boris. Mr. Molenaar, who will join
the borough council in January for
a second tenure, gifted Mr. Celardo
with two bottles of Italian wine on
behalf of the board. Resident Greg
Cummings, a former planning board
colleague, presented a piece of light
verse he wrote in Mr. Celardo’s
honor, which the board insisted be
included verbatim in the meeting’s
minutes.

The planning board meets again
on Monday, January 14.
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Jersey Coalition Against Human Traf-
ficking (NJCAHT) spoke briefly in
anticipation of Human Trafficking Day
on Friday, January 11. Mayor Mahr
read a proclamation in advance of
the date, since the council will not
meet again until after that date. The
NJCAHT spokeswoman invited the
public to participate in “a huge rally
in Trenton” in support of anti-traf-
ficking legislation that is backed by
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains). The rally will
take place on January 11.

The meeting closed with holiday
best wishes from the mayor and coun-
cil along with two resolutions; one to
allow the Hanukkah menorah to re-
main until December 31, and the other
to change the borough sign from
“Happy Holidays” to “Merry Christ-
mas” for the seven days preceding
Christmas, in deference to Christians
who celebrate the day.
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cal Center in Summit late Tuesday
evening. Chief Mahoney also stated
that the family dog was  killed in
the fire. According to Chief
Mahoney, the cause of death of the
mother and son is unknown.

“We believe the cause of death is
related to the fire, but we are await-
ing autopsy results,” Chief Mahoney
told The Times. “We are looking
into the circumstances of the fire.”
Chief Mahoney stated that detec-
tives and the Union County Arson
Unit were at the scene “well into
the night.”

See goleader.com for an update
of this report.
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