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Julie Shilling for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OFFERING AN EXPLANATION...Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney, center, and members of the township
council listen to residents at the December 13 special township meeting to provide answers as to why it took PSE&G so long
to restore power after Superstorm Sandy.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOPING TO WIN…Attendees place their bids at the silent auction table at the
Union County Literacy Volunteers’ 25th Anniversary Gala at Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains December 13.

FW Planning Bd. OKs
T-Mobile Temp. Cell Tower

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Planning Board, on Monday night,
officially passed a resolution to
allow a wireless facility for T-
Mobile at 1 South Avenue.

The facility will consist of a 100-
foot, temporary Cell-tower On
Wheels (COW) and will be in place
for approximately two years while
PSE&G dismantles and upgrades
the energy tower that previously
carried T-Mobile’s antennae.

Planning Board Chairman Jack
Molenaar suggested “another
COW [application] might be com-
ing” at the board’s next meeting
from another cell provider that also
previously had antennae on the
now-dismantled PSE&G tower.

In other news, the planning
board approved two variances for
Steven Eckstine of Paterson Road,
who is renovating his home to
widen the yard and add a full bath-
room, mudroom, laundry room and
a two-car garage.

Planning board member John
Celardo confirmed that this was
his last planning board meeting.
He had announced his intention to
retire from the board last month.

Mr. Celardo, who has served on
planning and zoning boards in
Fanwood for over 25 years, re-
called that when he was chairman

of the zoning board, the first appli-
cation he considered was a pro-
posal by Cellular One to assemble a
cell tower on an empty lot between
the Fanwood Post Office and The
Mansion Hotel (now The Chelsea
at Fanwood.) The proposal gener-
ated strong opposition, and the
tower was never constructed, Mr.
Celardo said.

GIVING TREE…The Fanwood PBA donated 11 Christmas gifts to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Giving Tree, which is organized through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Food Bank. Pictured, from left to right, are: Fanwood Police Officer
and PBA Delegate Anthony Espinosa, Fanwood Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern and Fanwood Police Officer and PBA President Philip Ugone.

SP Council Answers Hurricane
Sandy Cleanup Questions

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council held a spe-
cial, two-hour public meeting Mon-
day night to review the municipality’s
efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

More than 50 residents filled the
council chambers of the municipal
building to hear updates on storm
cleanup, with others standing in the
back of the chambers.

“There’s a lot of lessons to be learned
from Hurricane Sandy,” Police Chief
Brian Mahoney began. “Communica-
tion was a huge factor that was lost
during the storm. When and if the next
emergency hits, we need to rely on one
source and one source only for the
future for communicating.”

Other emergency officials provid-
ing input during the meeting included:

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
and Rescue Squad Captain Dan
Sullivan. During the period from Octo-
ber 29 through November 10, the fire
department responded to 117 calls.

“During the storm, our most chal-
lenging part was driving the emergency
vehicle down the streets with trees
down,” Mr. Sullivan said. “We had to
stop the truck and climb over branches
in order to drive through.”

For future emergencies Chief
Mahoney said he wants to make sure
the township’s residents know at all
times where the rescue vehicles are and
to make sure the roads are clear. In
2013, he said he wants to settle on a
one-source plan that residents can de-
pend on for information.

“We can’t depend on word of mouth
or Twittering, but rather a one specific
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SPF BOE Receives Bullying
Report for Jan.-June 2012

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the opening
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education’s (BOE) meeting held
last Thursday evening, an anti-bully-
ing report was given by district Anti-
Bullying Coordinator Cailin Taggart,
as required by the state. In her report,
Ms. Taggart stated that from January
2012 through June of 2012 there were
97 investigations from the district.

She noted that 37 cases were con-
firmed as bullying. She also noted that,
as required by the state, two cases were

found to be because of color, one from
gender, one from sexual orientation,
and one from a student having a dis-
ability.

Ms. Taggart also reported that be-
cause of these infractions there were
in- and out-of-school suspensions, Loss
of Privileges (LOP), individual coun-
seling, parent-student conferences and
classroom lessons.

In her report, Ms. Taggart said the
training of all new staff and substitute
staff is ongoing and that there is ongo-
ing positive intervention support train-
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr presents
Howard Drewes, coordinator of the Office of Emergency Management, with a
print of the Fanwood train station to recognize him as the Volunteer of the Month
at the governing body’s Tuesday night meeting.

FW Says Farewell to Szuch,
Manduca; Details Road Projects
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council’s last meeting of 2012,
on Tuesday, saw two new appoint-
ments to the Fanwood Memorial
Library’s Board of Trustees, and two
farewells to outgoing Republican coun-
cilmen Mike Szuch and Robert
Manduca, who will be replaced by
Democratic councilmen-elect Jack
Molenaar and Dan Levine in 2013.

Joining the library board of trustees
are Katherine Balch, a volunteer with
the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library for 24 of the organization’s 26
years, and Richard Szeto, a longtime
library supporter who has been deeply

involved in non-profit work since leav-
ing his Wall Street career in 2006.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
described both new board members as
“ardent devotees” of the library, and
also reported that the library will unveil
a long-range, five-year plan early in
2013.

Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch were
each presented with framed official
Fanwood seals bearing their respective
names, along with handpicked humor-
ous presents from the council, includ-
ing a set of colored pencils to represent
going “back to the drawing board.” The
remaining Democratic council mem-
bers each gave words of praise for the
departing Republicans.

Ms. Mitchell’s remark that, “We
worked not as Republicans and Demo-
crats, but as people whose main con-
cern is for the people of Fanwood,” was
seconded several times.

“I didn’t come here looking for new
friends, necessarily,” said Mr. Manduca,
“but I found them.” Mr. Szuch an-
nounced that he would become a mem-
ber of the borough’s recreation com-
mission following his council term.

Councilman Russell Huegel reported
that the Department of Public Works
(DPW) has completed leaf pickup and
the first round of brush removal. A
second brush removal round will fol-
low. The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) will reimburse
the borough for the $240,000 worth of
emergency brush removal that has al-
ready occurred.

The council authorized the purchase
of a new server for the police depart-
ment and new computers for police
vehicles. They also moved to authorize
a tax appeal settlement for Seaboard
Associates, and to allow Mayor Col-
leen Mahr to sign a contract for sharing
animal-control services with Linden.

Town Engineer Dominic Carrino
gave a report detailing progress on
multiple local maintenance projects,
including repairs on Hunter Avenue,
and drainage improvements on
Glenwood Road. He said after rede-
sign, the Glenwood project is expected
to come in at about half the cost origi-
nally estimated. Repairs on Belvidere
Avenue and the DPW roof are com-
plete.

Mayor Mahr presented the Volun-
teer of the Month Award to Howard
Drewes for his volunteer work as Of-
fice of Emergency Management
(OEM) coordinator during the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy. She said she
received “dozens and dozens of letters
from the community,” thanking the
OEM, and she credited Mr. Drewes for
“orchestrating everything.”

The mayor and council also pre-
sented Eagle Scouts Ricky Abichandani
and Aidan Racaniello with pins depict-
ing Fanwood’s seal, in recognition of
their Eagle Scout projects and as role-
model citizens. Ricky erected
Fanwood’s first “Welcome to
Fanwood” sign for his project, while
Aidan restored a historic cannon on
Liberty Island.

Dorothy Krugman, from the New
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP House Fire
Kills Mother, Son

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – An early
evening Church Street fire that oc-
curred Tuesday claimed the lives
of a 32-year-old woman and her 3-
year-old son, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney told The
Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times.
Chief Mahoney stated that the fire
started in one of the bedrooms on
the second floor of the two-family
house. Chief Mahoney reported
that the initial call came in at ap-
proximately 7:15 p.m. and the fire
was under control within 30 min-
utes.

The mother and son, whose names
have not yet been released, were
pronounced dead at Overlook Medi-

SP Council Oks Reduced
Speed Limit On Terrill Road

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday gave final
approval to two ordinances — one
reducing the speed limit on a portion
of Terrill Road and another increas-
ing the fees for dog licenses.

At its final meeting of 2012, the
council backed a reduction of the
speed limit on the segment of Terrill
Road between King Street and Raritan
Road from 45 miles per hour to 35
miles per hour. Last month, Police
Chief Brian Mahoney had called the
proposed move “another step to re-
duce speed limits on the south side of
town,” which has become much more
developed in recent decades. Speed
limits of 40 or 45 miles per hour on
that side of town, “is not safe any-
more,” he said at the time.

The other ordinance approved this
week increases dog license fees from
$6.20 to $10 for neutered canines
and from $9.20 to $15 for non-neu-
tered dogs. Councilman Edward
Saridaki pointed out that the new fees
would now be inclusive of any asso-
ciated state fees.

The council also gave final ap-

proval to an additional $300,000
emergency appropriation to be used
for recovery efforts from Superstorm
Sandy. The funds would be in addi-
tion to the $500,000 approved in
November. The additional funding
will be used to pay for the removal of
large tree stumps in public rights-of-
way and for repairs to sidewalks and
driveways damaged by uprooted trees
during the late October hurricane.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill said that “very
good progress” is being made in the
leaf pick-up program, which was
delayed due to the more immediate
task of cleaning up debris from
Superstorm Sandy. He said debris
from the storm is still being stored at
the former Terry-Lou Zoo property,
but expected it to be cleared within
two months.

The holiday manger display in front
of the municipal building will be
open to the public on Friday, Mr.
Underhill said, and will be on display
for about five days. The live animals
will be looked after and fed by town-
ship personnel and volunteers. Fund-
ing for the display is from private

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


