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COMMUNITY COMMITMENT...Members of the Westfield Optimist Club and
Rotary Club, above, demonstrated their commitment to community service by
providing a record number of holiday food baskets to 97 Westfield families and
individuals in need on December 15.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION…Tamaques Elementary School students join their teacher, principal and PTO member
recently in a science lesson in the outdoor garden they have created on the school grounds in Westfield. The school received
a $2,000 grant from the Whole Kids Foundation and FoodCorps in support of the school’s outdoor educational garden in
which fresh fruits, vegetables and herbs are grown by the students. See story on page 17.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOPING TO WIN…Attendees place their bids at the silent auction table at the
Union County Literacy Volunteers 25th Anniversary Gala at Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains on December 13.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi addresses the crowd at the
Garwood Athletic Field groundbreaking ceremony held Saturday morning.

Cranford to Put Ques. On
Ballot to Change Gov. Form

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford Town-
ship Committee, on Monday evening,
took the first step in offering a choice to
its residents to decide whether to change
the township’s charter and form of
government by adopting an ordinance
on final reading by a 3-2 vote.

Right now, the committee is com-
prised of five elected officials, who
each serve for three years, and decide
who will preside as mayor. A new form
of government would, or could, allow
residents to vote directly for their mayor.

Committeemen Kevin Campbell and
Edward O’Malley, both Democrats,
voted against the ordinance, while Re-
publicans Lisa Adubato, Andis Kalnins
and Mayor David Robinson voted to
put the question on the 2013 General
Election ballot.

“This is an important question. But
at this time, we’re just getting over
(Hurricane) Sandy and we’re still get-
ting over (Hurricane) Irene,” Mr.
Campbell said. “More power to bu-
reaucracy? More power to a stronger
mayor? There are some pros and cons.
Our form of government has done a

very good job. This is a good form of
government for this size town.”

Ms. Adubato, who introduced the
ordinance, said, “It is not a change of
government. It is a question to the
residents. They have a right to vote on
it. It has been my experience that this
form of government does not give us a
chance to follow through.”

Mr. Kalnins said, “We are the 127th
largest town in New Jersey; as Lisa
said, this is the time to get this thing
done. The question will provide guid-
ance. Which form of government goes
with which community? There are
forms within this government. It’s up to
the people to decide.”

Mayor Robinson said, “Many people
who grew up in this town ask if the
mayor is a full-time job. In 2008, I
voted in favor of it. They (the voters)
can choose any kind of government
they want. Do they want a change? We
have to get a high percentage of voters
to want to put it on the ballot. I served
as mayor two times. You have four
months to get anything done. There is
little or no accountability.”

With the ordinance adopted, the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Settles Lawsuit; 24 Units
Planned for Springfield Avenue
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Last week, fol-
lowing a closed session, the Westfield
Town Council approved a resolution
that allowed Mayor Andy Skibitsky to
sign a settlement agreement ending the
lawsuit between Sunnyside Senior
Housing and the Town of Westfield.

The new development will be con-
structed on a 1.5-acre lot at 206 Spring-
field Avenue, not far from Sunrise As-
sisted Living, and will consist of 24
age-restricted units. Four of the units
will be set aside as affordable housing.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed a

lawsuit against the Town of Westfield
and the Westfield Planning Board, al-
leging that its attempts to develop prop-
erty located at 206 Springfield Avenue
in Westfield was “rebuffed” by the de-
fendants.

The suit was considered a “builders
remedy” lawsuit, as the town did not
have a fair-housing plan approved un-
der regulations set forth by the state’s
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH). Westfield did adopt its Mas-
ter Plan on October 7, 2002, and in
2004 the town prepared a housing plan,
but cited new COAH regulations were
pending and recommended that the

town “monitor this situation closely
and where appropriate, new develop-
ment should be required to address any
obligation that may result from such
development.”

On April 6, 2009, three months after
the suit was filed, a housing element
and fair-share plan was prepared by
Town Planner William Drew and Su-
san Kimball of Kimball & Kimball, a
professional planner firm. Had the town
submitted this documentation and re-
ceived approval from COAH before
then, it would have prevented this type
of lawsuit.

Sunnyside alleged in its lawsuit that
despite the current zoning of the prop-
erty in question, it should have been
permitted to build a 60-unit, age-re-
stricted, multi-family residential project
with a “component for low- and mod-
erate-income housing.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst,
who also serves on the planning board,
said that the settlement was an “equi-
table result” for both the town and the
developer. He added that the settlement
was in the best interest of all involved
parties.

Despite his retirement from the posi-
tion of town attorney, the town council
had continued to use Robert Cockren
to represent it in the case because of his
history on the issue. Additionally, the
town retained Stuart Koenig of the
Cedar Grove law firm Stickel, Koenig
and Sullivan as special counsel in 2009,
2010 and 2011. At the time the esti-
mated total fees for each year were not
to exceed $35,000.

Steve Needle and Ray Rodgers are
the owners of Sunnyside. A phone call
to Mr. Needle was not returned as of
press time.

In 2010, Needle Point Homes also
filed lawsuits of similar fashion alleg-
ing that land at 466 West Broad Street,
across from McKinley Elementary
School, and 440 North Avenue East,
next to Lindeman Buick, also were
suitable for multi-housing develop-
ment.

In July of 2011, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board approved a new office build-
ing for the North Avenue site. The West
Broad Street property is still the subject
of litigation. The 440 North Avenue
application, now before the board of
adjustment, has changed to residential
housing.

Town Councils to Reorganize
First Week of January

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Local town governments
throughout the area will reorganize the
first week of January, with a few hold-
ing those meetings on New Year’s Day.
New and returning council members
will be sworn in and mayors will give
their annual addresses on their objec-
tives for the new year.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky said
he is not expecting any changes in
professionals serving the town such as
the town attorney, Russ Finestein; pros-
ecutor, Anthony Prieto, or public de-
fender, Gavin Handwerker. Each are
one-year appointments. Westfield does
not do request for proposals (rfp) for
legal services, the mayor said, such as
Scotch Plains and Cranford do. The
town only does an rfp for its insurance
risk manager, which the governing body
recently completed with the reappoint-
ment of Amalgamated General Agen-
cies (AGA), the firm of the late former
Westfield mayor Ron Frigerio.

Municipal Judge Brenda Coppola
Cuba has two years remaining on her
three-year appointment.

Mayor Skibitsky said he has sent out
letters to all those persons serving on
Westfield boards and commissions
whose appointments are expiring, to
see if they want to continue serving.
Once he receives the replies, the mayor
said he would decide on where he
wants or needs to make changes.
Westfield will hold its reorganization
meeting on Wednesday, January 2, at 7

p.m. in the council chambers of the
municipal building. Westfield did not
hold an election in 2012, so the town
council will remain intact. The mayor’s
seat and four council seats will be on
the ballot in November 2013.

On Tuesday, January 1, at 12:30
p.m., Scotch Plains will see Kevin
Glover, a Democratic councilman for
the past six years, sworn in as mayor,
with fellow Democrat Colleen
Gialanella joining the township coun-
cil, thus giving Democrats a 4-1 edge
on the governing body.

During the meeting, appointments
will be made for officials including
township attorney, members of the plan-
ning and zoning boards, township pros-
ecutor and public defender and health
insurance broker. Jeffrey Lehrer, who
is a partner in the law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley, Yospin,
Kunzman, Davis & Lehrer, has served
as township attorney since February
2010. Former acting governor Donald
T. DiFrancesco, who served as Scotch
Plains attorney in the 1980s and 1990s,
heads the firm.

Also, Casey Woodruff, of the law
firm of Bramnick, Rodriguez,
Mitterhoff, Grabas & Woodruff, serves
as public defender. Jon Bramnick, a
Republican, serves as Assembly mi-
nority leader in Trenton. Robert
Pansulla, the Scotch Plains municipal
prosecutor, also serves as zoning board
attorney in Union Township, where
Democrats hold all the seats on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Bd. OKs Cert. for
Two-Family Home on Beech

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board approved, by a 6-1 vote last
Wednesday, Darcy Wepprecht’s appli-
cation for a certificate of non-confor-
mity for a pre-existing, non-conform-
ing two-family house at 509 Beech
Avenue owned by her mother Judith
Labassi. Ms. Wepprecht is in the pro-
cess of buying the home from her
mom.

The original deed of the house does
not state it is a two-family home, Ms.
Wepprecht said.

Ms. Wepprecht, 44, said she grew up
in the home and has rented the second
floor for the last 13 years. Her mother
had resided on the first floor during that
time. In the last two months, Ms.
Wepprecht has been living on the first
floor while her mother has moved to
Florida. The second floor is currently
vacant and is being prepared to be

rented out again.
She said when her grandparents built

the home in the 1940s it was con-
structed as a two-family home. Any
documentation that could prove this
was stored in the Cranford Municipal
Building and the documents were de-
stroyed in last year’s flooding from
Hurricane Irene.

She provided the board with a re-
evaluation tax form from 1984 that
states the property was a two-unit dwell-
ing, and provided photos of separate
utility meters for the first and second
floors.

Zoning board members said they
thought the area was rezoned in 1973
from a two-family zone to a one-family
zone, but the borough clerk had not
provided the documents as of Wednes-
day, at the request of the board, to
verify that was the year.

Board members Stephen Greet and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mountainside BOE Addresses
Newtown, Conn. Tragedy

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
monthly meeting Tuesday evening, the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) responded to the mass shooting
deaths of 26 people, including 20 chil-
dren that occurred at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Newtown, Conn.
last Friday morning.

Board President James Ruban led
the audience in a moment of silence for
the victims of the attack.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky said she recently met with
Mountainside Police Chief James
Debbie to discuss possible security
upgrades at both Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary Schools if
deemed necessary.

“Some things may just be proce-

dural, other things may require ex-
pense so that once we figure out what
those are, we’ll see if we can budget for
it or maybe there’s some grant money
available,” Ms. Lubarsky said. “Some

things might be a quick fix, others might
require long-term financial decisions
that we have to make.”

Ms. Lubarsky said she would wel-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


