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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The council passed
resolutions Tuesday acknowledg-
ing the time served by Council
President Keith Sluka and Coun-
cilman Timothy Hak on the gov-
erning body.

Democratic Committee Chair-
man Charles Lombardo presented
Mr. Sluka with a gavel, which Mr.
Sluka later tested out jokingly
when the mayor said a few words
about his service on the council.

Mr. Hak was out sick Tuesday.
Each council member made re-

marks on Mr. Sluka’s commitment
to the council and the residents.
Many acknowledged how his hu-
mor helped to lighten the serious
discussions that had taken place
at the dais.

Mr. Sluka highlighted a few ac-
tions that took place while he
served on council.

“Not everybody agreed, but we
did get the Athletic Field
Complex…passed, which was a
long, long journey,” Mr. Sluka said.
“I do think that is going to be a
game changer.”

“It did take Governor Christie to
help us get our budget under con-
trol. Any Democrat doubts that
they are just towing the party line.
I think it was important for us,” he
said.

He noted that shared services,
which are still under review, would
help the borough save money.

He said he did not run again
because, “there are a lot of bright
people in this town” and having an
open seat gives an opportunity to
those seeking to run for council.

The Garwood Council adopted, 4
to 1, an ordinance that fixes sala-
ries and wages of certain officials
and employees of the Borough of
Garwood, effective as of January
1, 2012. The ordinance lays out
the minimums and maximums of

salaries and wages of a long list of
staff of the borough, including but
not limited to, the mayor, mini-
mum, $1,800, maximum, $2,200;
council, minimum, $1,500, maxi-
mum, $2,000; planning board at-
torney, minimum, $6,000, maxi-
mum, $9,000; public defender,
minimum, $4,600, maximum,
$5,200; and the municipal attor-
ney, minimum and maximum,
$14,495.

Councilman James Mathieu
voted against the ordinance be-
cause, he said, the cost of raises
have gone up from some $9,000
to $11,000, and over one-third of
the tax increase has gone to em-
ployee raises for 2012, as op-
posed to services.

Council President Sluka said he
disagreed with the voting on sala-
ries for 2012 on the last meeting of
the year.

“It’s unfair to the employees to
banter about what the raises will
be,” he said.

“They should know what they’re
working for,” he said. “They should
know how we value their work.”

A special emergency appropria-
tion of $75,000 was approved
through a resolution to fund the
costs the borough incurred asso-
ciated with Hurricane Sandy. Some
$40,000 was related to tree and
debris removal, Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma said. There also
was damage to the roof of bor-
ough hall and sidewalks through-
out the borough.

The borough expects to be reim-
bursed by Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)  aid
for most of the costs associated
with Sandy, Finance Committee
Chairwoman Sara Todisco said.

A groundbreaking ceremony for
the Athletic Field Complex will be
held this Saturday, December 15,
at 11 a.m., Committee Chairman

By FRED T. ROSSI
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CRANFORD  – The township
committee on Tuesday approved
a $580,000 bond ordinance to
finance various repairs to munici-
pal properties and facilities that
were damaged by Superstorm
Sandy in late October. The bond,
which was unanimously approved,
will cover part of the emergency
$775,000 storm recovery appro-
priation approved by the commit-
tee in November. Commissioner
Edward O’Malley noted that fund-
ing from the federal government
should eventually cover most of
Cranford’s expenses in this re-
gard.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell
said at the committee’s
penultimate meeting of the year
that the first round of leaf pick-
up has been completed and the
second one is currently under-
way, after which branches—spe-
cifically, he noted, those of four
inches or less in diameter—will
be picked up. After that, the
township will conduct a third
round of leaf pick-up. He did
point out that residents “are re-
sponsible for their own trees,”
meaning the township public
works department will not col-
lect downed trees from private
properties. And he said
homeowners who have put large
trees from their properties into
the street in hopes of having the
municipal government take them
away will be getting notices from
the local government informing
them of the policy.

From a public safety standpoint,
Mr. Campbell said it was impor-
tant for large tree debris to be
removed from the streets so that
if a significant snowfall were to
occur, snow plows would be able
to safely and effectively clear the
roads.

The committee on Tuesday ap-
proved several resolutions award-
ing contracts for storm sewer re-
construction work, specifically
separating the sanitary sewer line
from the storm water sewer, and
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins
pointed out the “importance” of
these projects. “We pay our sewer
fees to RVSA [Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority] based on the
amount of water going into the
sanitary sewer,” he said.
Stormwater runoff going into the
sanitary lines raises those fees so
the new configurations at several
locales in Cranford will help lessen
RVSA fees.

Mr. Campbell said the locations
approved this week were not the
only places where the two sys-
tems were merged, but called
this week’s moves “a big step
forward” in addressing the prob-
lem. Commissioner O’Malley
called the sewer projects “a long
time coming” and expressed his
hope that they would help “lower
our sewer costs.”

The township committee voted
to table until next year an ordi-
nance regarding the designation
of historic districts in Cranford
because “some clarification and
cleaning up of some issues” is
still required, according to com-
missioner Lisa Adubato. Last
month, the committee enacted
an ordinance spelling out the
procedures under which a neigh-
borhood can be designated as a
historic district by the local his-
toric preservation advisory board.
An amendment to the ordinance,
which was to be voted on this
week, would give homeowners
in any potential historic district
the right to object to the desig-
nation during a hearing before
the historic preservation board,
which would then advise the
township committee of the ob-

Cranford Committee OKs $580,000
Bond for Storm Recovery

jections.
Maureen Strazdon, who heads

the historic preservation board,
told the committee on Tuesday
that the amendment “could lead
to some confusion” among resi-
dents and said her group would
meet with the planning board
and other local officials to craft
alternative and more clear lan-
guage.

The committee also approved
an ordinance mandating a check-
list to be completed by those
filing land development applica-
tions with the township zoning
board of adjustment or planning
board. Calling it a “common
sense” move that “should have
been done before,” Deputy Mayor
Campbell noted that the push for
the checklist came about after an
applicant before the planning
board failed to fulfill certain re-
quirements and “fell through the
cracks,” leaving the municipal
government without any ways to
correct the errors that had re-
sulted.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented proclamations congratu-
lating James Sweeney and Ed-
ward Duffy on achieving the rank
of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts
of America. The historic murals
committee formally presented
the township committee with four
large murals depicting local his-
tory dating back to when the
Lenni Lenape Indian tribe popu-
lated the area. The four murals,
which have been hanging on the
wall behind the committee dais
for a number of months, were
painted in the 1930s and were
hidden away in storage for many
years before being found and
restored four years ago.

The township committee’s final
meeting of 2012  will be on Mon-
day, December 17, at 7:30 p.m. CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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