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Westfield Art Association 
sponsors 

GGaleria West 
Art and Framing  

                                       Westfield Art Galleries 

Show & Sale 
to benefit the 

Westfield Volunteer 

Rescue Squad 
 

Fri. Dec. 14  2:00-9:00   Sat. Dec. 15  9:00-9:00   Sun. Dec. 16  9:00-9:00 
 

Community Room, Westfield Municipal Building 

425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 
 

for info on Artists’ Reception and Music Performances please visit 

www.westfieldartassociation.org 
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FRENCH FARCE…French maid Victoire (Taylor Jackson) seduces naive Maxime
(Jack Mustard) in the Westfield High School production of A Little Hotel on the
Side, presented recently. Bastien, played by Megan Mulrooney, at right, enjoys
watching the cat-and-mouse game they play.
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GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS…In A Little
Hotel on the Side, the Westfield High
School fall drama, Matthew Lynn,
playing Benoit Pinglet is mobbed by
young girls from a convent, at right.
The turn-of-the-century farce show-
cased over 30 cast members directed
by drama teacher Daniel Devlin.

WHS Farcical Show - A Little Hotel
on the Side - A Surprising Delight
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DRAMA UNFOLDS...After hiding in the seedy hotel’s fireplace, Benoit Pinglet (Matthew Lynn) is arrested by Inspector
Bouchard (Will Cary), center, and his constables. Madame Marcelle Paillardin (Nicole Zimmerman) clutches her cloak in
dismay in the turn-of-the-century farce directed by Westfield High School drama teacher Daniel Devlin.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Westfield High School
(WHS) announced the fall drama
would be an end of the nineteenth
century farce, not everyone was ex-
cited. One of the moms of a cast
member expressed her early reac-
tion: “It just didn’t sound like it would
be a rousing good time.”

But the WHS Theatre Department
proved that statement wrong with
their production of A Little Hotel on
the Side by Georges Feydeau and
Maurice Desvalliéres performed two
weeks ago.

Matt Lynn, star of WHS’s Rising
Star award-winning show Pippin last

spring, delightfully plays the lead
role of Benoit Pinglet, a hen-pecked
middle aged man who longs for a
little romance in his life. His domi-
neering wife Angelique (Michaela
Tropeano) is cold and manipulative.
The love-starved Benoit talks his best
friend’s wife Marcelle (Nicole
Zimmermann) into having a tryst with
him. Because she is leading a sex-
starved life, the beauty is primed for
an affair with Benoit. Her husband
Henri Paillardin (Geoffrey Ko) a ca-
reer-driven, icy man, ignores his
wife’s amorous needs to pursue his
own interests, specifically ghost hunt-
ing.

Adding to the craziness in Act I,

Henri introduces his nephew, a vir-
gin, whom he would like to fix up
with Maxime (the beautiful Taylor
Jackson), Benoit’s flirtatious, sexu-
ally-experienced maid.

Along comes Mathieu (Fraser
West), a family friend of the Pinglets
who, accompanied by his six daugh-
ters, plans for a long-term visit. As he
explains to the Pinglets what he wants,
he develops an awkward stammer
that is exacerbated by rainy weather.
Thunder rolls in the background as
Mathieu undergoes all sorts of crazy
contortions to get out his speech. The
porters bring in the luggage of the
entourage with expected catastrophic
tumbling of both the men and bags. In
typical farce fashion, absurdity, coin-
cidence and twists abound.

After the exposition in Act I, virtu-
ally the entire cast turns up in the
seedy Fair-Trade Hotel for a round of
slamming doors, scampering through
corridors and hiding in closets or
bathrooms. In and out of these doors
pop amorists in various states of un-
dress who are pursued by irate hus-
bands or the morality police.

Megan Mulrooney plays (with glee-
ful abandon) the part of Madame
Bastien, the bawdy innkeeper. Connor
Wynne, her young bellhop Boulot, is
adorable especially in the scene where
he is love-struck by Marcelle’s beauty.
Geoffrey Ko comically steps out of his
character’s straight-laced demeanor
when he returns to the hotel drunk
and sees what he thinks are ghosts.

In the third act, the next morning,
“What a night!’ is the mantra for each
of the characters in recalling what
harrowing experiences they have had.
At the play’s end, infidelity is sup-

posedly forgotten, with everyone on
stage realizing that it’s just too ex-
hausting an activity ever to ever try
again.

Impressive sets by Roy Chambers
rival Broadway’s in design and execu-
tion. Daniel Devlin’s superb casting
and fast-pace direction keep the show
moving. In all, the quality of the pro-
duction is (as usual for the Westfield
Theatre Department) stellar.
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Music Made Continuo Arts ‘Home for
The Holidays’ House Tour Merry

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While there were
certainly many festive holiday deco-
rations to see during the Continuo
Arts Foundation’s “Home for the
Holidays” House Tour fundraiser,
there was also lots to listen to as each
of the four homes featured live musi-
cal performances.

The all-female Continuo Arts Sing-
ers, comprised of middle and high
school students, welcomed guests
with cheery Christmas Carols along
the living room staircase at the Lenox
Avenue home. The Victorian was be-
decked in traditional red and gold
holiday décor both inside and on the
charming front porch.

The dining room featured an origi-
nal chandelier from the 1920s fes-
tooned with evergreen boughs and
crystal beads.

The bright and airy kitchen with
new glass front cabinets led to the
cozy family room, where old-fash-
ioned Santa Claus pull toys lined the
windowsills.

At the classic Wychwood colonial
on Winyah Avenue, pianist Prestine
Allen entertained visitors from the
grand piano near a handsome tradi-
tional fireplace bedecked with color-
ful Christmas tree topiaries and shim-
mering stockings. Swags of ribbon
across individual windows swooped
downward to hold a small wreath in
each center pane of glass.

A Santa suit and pair of ice skates
hung from coat hooks over the stor-
age bench in the inviting kitchen.
Guests sampled Christmas cookies
while inspecting the unique wallpa-
per comprised of handwritten reci-
pes.

Tour chairperson Sherrie Natko of
Coldwell Banker told The Westfield
Leader and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she felt the colo-
nial “exuded the comforts of home”
and hoped the tour would provide
inspiration for others to decorate their
own residences.

She spoke highly of the Continuo
Arts’ programs that give musical op-
portunities to those who may not
have been able to afford them, and
said in doing so, much talent has been
discovered.

Music was not only in the air, but
also in the holiday decorating at the
newer colonial on Little Court in
Mountainside. The stately Christmas
tree featured billowy ribbons with a
musical staff motif. Nearby, Tom
Colao played the grand piano ac-
companied by soprano Shannon E.
Hunt and tenor Craig Sanphy, for
operatic renditions of holiday music.

A charming Christmas village of

Disney character houses lined the
shelves of the dining room hutch.

The upstairs hall provided open
views of both the front hall and the
cavernous family room below. Each
was decorated with their soaring ceil-
ings in mind. The grand transom win-
dow above the front door featured an
elegant wreath, while evergreen
boughs topped the tall cabinets and
shelves flanking the family room fire-
place.

Striking design elements high-
lighted the Kimball Avenue residence
owned by local decorator Miriam
Silver. While recent renovations re-
tained the classic colonial’s charac-
ter, the use of dramatic colors and
textures added contemporary flair.

The paneled doors throughout the
home were decoratively painted in
shades of deep charcoal, bright pew-
ter and white.

Premiere Stages’ Fundraiser
Heightens Awareness of WF
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Liberty Live: Talking to
Westfield had to be rescheduled be-
cause of Superstorm Sandy’s wrath,
it cost anxious moments for pro-
ducers of the live theatre presenta-
tion. Could the performers and crew
accommodate a new schedule?
Would people attend the December
7 fundraising collaboration for Kean
University’s Premiere Stages and
Liberty Hall Museum?

Yes, they could and yes they did.
Guests were rewarded for their flex-
ibility in scheduling with a memo-
rable night of history and entertain-
ment. The program was especially
dear to audience members that in-
cluded dignitaries from the
Westfield academic community,
political figures, the Westfield His-
torical Society and State Arts Coun-
cil members. It was a night to cel-

ebrate historical figures from
Westfield in a 50-minute play writ-
ten by award-winning E.M. Lewis
just for the pilot program called
Liberty Live, a collaboration of Pre-
miere Stages at Kean and Liberty
Hall Museum.

The evening began with guests
enjoying an intimate reception in
the Carriage House on the Liberty
Hall Museum grounds. A candlelit
tour up the road to Liberty Hall, the
lavish home that belonged to the
Kean family, was enhanced with
docents introducing the guests to
the grand Victorian house that is
currently dressed to the nines in
Christmas regalia. After being fas-
cinated by the wealth of original
material in Liberty Hall, the guests
were transported in a trolley look-
alike bus to the performance of Lib-
erty Live: Talking to Westfield pre-

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTINUO BOYS…Continuo Arts Singers, comprised of middle and high
school students, harmonize at a Kimball Avenue home’s living room during the
“Home for the Holidays” House Tour fundraiser on December 8.


