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WEISS, ‘MARK’, DWYER, MURRAY & CO. LOOK READY

Cougar Wrestlers Look Solid
Up and Down Their Lineup

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Nowhere to Run, Nowhere to
Hide,” may have been an old song
from the 1960s, but this year’s
Cranford High School wrestling
team’s lineup appears to be solid
throughout with a very experienced
group of seniors in five of the six
upper weights, some strong middle
weights and several experienced
freshmen at the lower weights.

“If the kids are at the weights that
we want them at, we are going to
have a pretty strong lineup. We have
a lot of seniors in the lineup. We are
not as young as we have been in the
past. We have three freshmen coming
in who are probably starting. That

gives us a good future. Up and down
the lineup, we are pretty solid. We did
lose JP [Christiano] and Ian Henry,
but we filled in those spots,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

Last year, the Cougars finished with
a 15-8 record and qualified seven
wrestlers for the Region 3 Tourna-
ment with a very competitive sched-
ule. This year’s senior lineup in the
upper weights begins at 160-lbs with
James Dwyer, who missed the middle
part of the season due to illness but
managed to place third in the district
at 160-lbs and finished with a 9-4
record.

Senior Corey Markovitch, who fin-
ished second in the district at 152-
lbs, fourth in UCT and recorded a 27-
10 record, will compete at 170-lbs.
Senior Rob Kessler, a Region 3 quali-
fier last year, will compete at 182-lbs.
Seniors Nick Diaz, a linebacker/co-
captain on the football team, who
rotated at 182-lbs and 195-lbs and
finished with a 17-16 record, and
Matt Russo, also a football player,
will compete at 195-lbs.

Senior Jeff Weiss, a defensive line-
man, placed second in the UCT and
second in the district to finish with a
21-14 record at 220-lbs last year and
will remain at that weight this season.
Junior Jon El-Khoury will compete
in his second varsity year at heavy-
weight.

“All the guys up top, we are look-
ing for big things from them. It’s
beneficial to have a lot of good guys
like that in a row leading the team,”
Coach Gorman said.

Last year Gavin Murray, now a
sophomore, showed up on the radar
screen immediately when he won the
Garden State Holliday Tournament
at 120-lbs in December. He also
placed third in the UCT and second
in the district to finish 29-8. Murray
has grown and will be a force at 138-
lbs.

“Gavin had a great freshman year.
He had a tremendous summer. He

wrestled close to 100 matches, so he
was at it up-and-down the east coast.
A lot of our kids actually spent time
this summer at the Long Branch Dual
Meet and went to camp,” Coach
Gorman said.

Junior Corey Birch, who finished
17-15 at 132/138-lbs, will compete
at 145-lbs, while senior Matt
DiMartino, along with freshman Mike
Cappello, will compete at 152-lbs,
and senior Nick Frediani will com-
pete at 138-lbs. Senior Diego Castro
and junior Dave Ayala will occupy
the 132-lb spot.

The Cougars have several experi-
enced freshmen who will shore up
the lower weights.

“They have been with the PAL
program, so they are coming in with
a lot already with what they know. So
we will hit the ground running.”
Coach Gorman said.

Freshman Chase Gunther expects
to compete at 106-lbs, sophomore
Nick Scaramuzzi will compete at 113-
lbs, freshman David Busch will com-
pete at 120-lbs and freshman Andrew
Tompkins will occupy the 126-lb slot.

“We finally have a solid 106
pounder, coming in with a great base
of wrestling in Chase Gunther.
There’s not many places to run. We
also have some wiggle room with
kids on our JV team who are good as
backups. We have depth. We can move
some kids around if we need to,”
Coach Gorman said.

The Cougars will get the opportu-
nity to wiggle their lineup with a
beefed up schedule that begins with a
trip to Pennsylvania.

“We are going to start the season
off in Pennsylvania wrestling Wyo-
ming Seminary [nationally ranked
No. 2] then we are going to catch a
team from New York. That gives the
kids something to work for. It’s an
experience that they are going to have.
Later on in the season that’s going to
help the kids for the bigger stage,”
Coach Gorman said.

WALESKI 1ST TEAM ALL-UC, PAPARATTO 2ND TEAM

Soccer Cougar Boys Adjusted
To Coach Campbell’s System

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A new coach and a new system
takes time for a team to get into a
comfort zone, but this year’s Cranford
High School boys soccer team
showed remarkable progress by the
midpoint of the season and proved
that the Cougars could play with the
best.

The Cougar boys finished with a 7-
12-2 record but had several impres-
sive performances, including defeat-
ing the Elizabeth Minutemen, who
competed in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 semifinals, twice. In

the season opener on September 6,
the Cougars topped the Minutemen,
3-2, the edged them again, 2-1, on
September 27.

On October 4 at Memorial Field in
Cranford, the Cougars had No. 1
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
the ropes with a 3-1 lead midway
through the first half with goals from
Tommy Trotter, Matt Aquiles and co-
captain Tom Fitzgerald. The Raiders
tied it by halftime and took a 4-3 lead
before Mike Helmstetter knotted the
score.

A few minutes before the end of
regulation, Aquiles took a quick shot
at an open net but missed to the right,
sending the game into overtime. Then
Rob Zukofsky rippled the net in the
first overtime to allow the Raiders to
dodge the bullet, 5-4.

One week later, the Cougars
dropped a 1-0 heartbreaker to the
Westfield Blue Devils in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. The physical
battle yielded three yellow cards and
a questionable red card to Aquiles
that put the Cougars a man down 15
minutes into the second half with the
score tied at 0-0.

Sophomore goalkeeper Zach
Hoffman kept the Cougars close in
many games with his spectacular

saves. Hoffman finished with 160
saves on the season and was named
All-Union County Honorable men-
tion.

Senior co-captain Tommy
Paparatto notched 10 goals and six
assists despite missing five games
due to injury. Paparatto was named
Second Team All-Union County and
also an All-State selection (specific
teams yet to be announced). Tommy
Trotter netted seven goals, co-cap-
tain Tom Fitzgerald had five goals
and four assists. Matt Aquiles netted
three goals and two assists and Mike
Helmstetter had three goals and three

assists.
Senior co-captain/sweeper Jake

Waleski, with his constant hustle,
could be spotted all over the field.
Waleski was named to the First Team
All-Union County. He received an
All-State selection and participated
in the State All-Star Showcase on
Saturday, December 8, at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

“A disappointing record this sea-
son does not reflect the quality of this
year’s team, which featured nine se-
niors in the starting lineup. Fourteen
seniors will be graduating this year.
Early season struggles were eventu-
ally ironed out as the team began to
figure out the new system and style
of play during the first season with a
new coach at the helm. Several one-
goal losses tilt the record towards the
loss column, but I am proud of the
progress that was made by our play-
ers throughout the long season,” Cou-
gar first-year Head Coach Greg
Campbell said

With one year of Coach Campbell’s
system under their belt, next year’s
prospects looks favorable.

“Next year’s team, while signifi-
cantly younger, will feature several
skilled players, who have at this point
gained the varsity-level experience
necessary to be successful in a new
system of play,” Coach Campbell
said.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUMPING UP A FEW WEIGHT CLASSES…Cougar sophomore Gavin Murray, left, who wrestled at 120-lbs last year,
will compete at 138-lbs this season. Story also at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE COUGARS’ EVERYWHERE MAN…Senior co-captain/sweeper Jake Waleski, right, was everywhere on the field
this year. Waleski was named to the First Team All-Union County. Story also on www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

  

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

2013 JANUARY – JUNE
ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)

ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building

Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, NJ  07076

OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS - 7:30 P.M.
(8:00 P.M. Public Participation)

Tuesday, January 8, 2013 (Organization Mtg) Thursday, April 18, 2013
Thursday, January 17, 2013 Thursday, May 9, 2013
Thursday, February 14, 2013 Thursday, June 13, 2013
Thursday, March 14, 2013

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return
to the public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action may be taken.

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS - 7:30 P.M.
(8:00 P.M. Public Participation)

Thursday, January 24, 2013 Thursday, April 25, 2013
Thursday, February 21, 2013 Thursday, May 23, 2013
Thursday, March 21, 2013 Thursday, June 27, 2013

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return
to the public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action will be taken.

2013 Annual Organization Meeting – January 8, 2013

1 T - 12/13/12, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a Town Hall Forum for MON-
DAY, December17, 2012. The Meeting
will begin at 7:00 P.M. be held in the Court
Room of the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

The purpose for this meeting will be to
review the response to Superstorm Sandy.
In attendance will be Township of Scotch
Plains emergency responders and repre-
sentatives from PSE&G. It is also expected
that there will be quorum of the Mayor and
Council at this meeting. No formal action
will be taken at this meeting.

This notice is given for the purpose of
compliance with notice provisions of the
Open Public Meetings Act NJSA 10:4-6 et
seq. and will be posted, mailed and filed in
accordance with the said provisions of the
said Act at least 48 hours prior to said
meeting.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services must notify the ADA
Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/13/12, The Times Fee: $29.58
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