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D. ELLIOT LED SCORING; TRIPLE ‘S’ LED DEFENSE

Blue Devil Gridders Took
Lumps, Gained Experience

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big plays and turnovers made the
road rocky for this year’s Westfield
High School football team that played
the entire season with a majority of
juniors and sophomore on offense,
defense and special teams and fin-
ished with a 2-8 record.

“Going in we had a lot of new
players, whether they were seniors,
juniors or sophomores. We only had
two starters coming back, and it
showed. We did a lot of nice things
this year, but it would always come
back to big plays and turnovers. Of-
fensively, our style is to put drives
together, because we’ve never been
the one play, big play type team. It
was tough to sustain drives then come
back defensively and do a few good
things,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

Defensively, the Triple ‘S’ crew,
junior tackle Joe Scaglione, junior
end Chris Sweeney and sophomore
linebacker Jack Simcox, led the Blue
Devils. Simcox led the chart with 60
tackles and 29 assists. Sweeney made
57 tackles with 15 for losses and a
team-leading nine sacks. Scaglione
made 46 tackles (18 for losses and 2
sacks).

Junior end Tom Anderson had 29
tackles (8 for losses and 4 sacks) and
knocked down two passes. Sopho-
more linebacker Luke Prybylski had
35 tackles (11 for loss and 3 sacks)
and senior Nick LaFace had 38 tack-
les with 24 assists, an interception, a
fumble recovery and three knocked
down passes. Senior Evan Williams
had 41 tackles (6 for losses), 35 as-
sists and a fumble recovery. Junior
safety Holden Ehrhart led the team
with three interceptions. Junior Mike

Hughes led the team with nine spe-
cial teams tackles and added a fumble
recovery.

“Joe Scaglione at tackle was as
good as it got week-in and week-out.
Chris Sweeney had a good year at
defensive end. Tom Anderson! Three
juniors on the defensive line who are
coming back! We finished the year
with two sophomore inside lineback-
ers with Luke Prybylski and Jack
Simcox, who ended up our leading
tackler. And he missed two games
with an ankle sprain,” Coach DeSarno
said.

Senior Christian Menares-Brown
found himself in a situation where he
had to exercise an air attack, which
yielded 1,318 yards with 116 comple-
tions in 218 attempts, including 14
touchdowns (TD) and 16 intercep-
tions. His favorite targets were jun-

RICE, THOMAS LED ‘O’; TUFARO, KAISER, McQUOID ‘D’

Raiders Accomplish Goals,
Made Grid Playoff, Finish 5-5

MONROY LED IN SCORING, SEBOLAO 15 SHUTOUTS

Lady Soccer Raiders Added
UCT Crown, Finished 18-2-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Simple goals were set and they
were accomplished by this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team that finished the regu-
lar season at 5-4 and qualified for the
state playoff where the Raiders were
set back by Warren Hills.

“When we started the season, we
had simple goals. We wanted a win-
ning season. We wanted to make the
playoffs. It’s been 2007 since we had
a winning season,” Raider Head
Coach Jon Stack said.

The Raiders won four of their first
five games with three come-from-
behind victories, before dropping a
thriller to Cranford.

“We had the ball in the end, and we
had a shot to maybe win the game.

We were definitely moving in the
right direction. Halfway through the
season, some of the old mistakes, the
penalties reared up, a lot of blown
assignments and the injury bug. The
Cranford game beat us up. We lost
our starting safety. That took the wind
out of our sails. After we lost to
Warren Hills the first time, we were
as low as a team all season,” said
Coach Stack, who added, “The hurri-
cane hit. We had been separated from
the kids a good long time. I remem-
ber Dein Rice said, ‘I miss this.’ Then
there was a whole different attitude
that week as we prepared for
Westfield. We were a different team,
and our defense played at a different
level. The defense did a great job in
that game,” Coach Stack said.

Seniors Anthony Tufaro (31 tack-

les), Billy Castore (12 tackles, forced
fumble) and James Kaiser (40 tack-
les, 3 sacks, interception), and fresh-
man Rashan Gary (26 tackles, 3 sacks)
stuffed the middle on defense. That
also set the stage for end Cody Biondi
(30 tackles) to lead the team with six
sacks.

“On the defensive line, when you
have three 300-pounders and your
small lineman is 6’4” 265-lbs, you
know you have a tough line. James
Kaiser and Anthony Tufaro were a
formidable force. They clogged up
the middle. Off the edge, you have
Rashan Gary, our freshman phenom,
showed he deserved playing varsity
football. The one who was a dark
horse for us was Cody Biondi. He led
the team in sacks. He was physical

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nothing was surprising to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
soccer girls and to their Union County
(UC) opponents when they won their
seventh Union County Tournament
title in eight years, tying Westfield,
and finishing with an 18-2-3 record.

“We knew we were going to be a
pretty good team since we had a lot of
kids returning. We had 19 returning
varsity players and about six kids,
who started. The kids worked hard in
the off-season. They worked really
hard in the summer, and they were

ready to go when the season started.
We had a lot of good senior leader-
ship, and it turned out to be a success-
ful season for us,” Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said.

The Raiders, who won the
Watchung Division of the Union
County Conference, also advanced
to the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 championship game where they
lost to No. 7 Ridge in a 4-3 shootout.

Such a successful season could be
attributed to the strong leadership
from several players, especially co-
captains, center midfielder Christy
Monroy (4-year starter) and goal-

keeper Taylor Sebolao. Monroy, who
will play for the University of Louis-
ville and will receive All-UC and All-
State honors, led the team in scoring
with 12 goals and 10 assists.

“She is one of the best players, if
not the best player I’ve coached. She
controlled the midfield. She has such
a determined work ethic. Sometimes
we have to tell her to calm down so
she doesn’t overdo it, but that’s just
her personality. That goes on to the
other players when they see the best
player playing so hard,” Coach Ewing
said of Monroy.

COLIN BARBER, BULGER SELECTED CO-CAPTAINS

‘Culture to Do Right Thing’
Goal for Westfield Matmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off a great season that set
the all-time Westfield High School
mark with 20 wins against six losses,
this year’s Blue Devils wrestling
team’s coaches’ goals are to develop
a “culture of doing the right thing”.

“As a team, one thing we are going
to do better than we did last year is to
make sure that our first priority is
how we are living our lives off the
mat in addition to on the mat. Last
year we had opportunities to do some
really special things that we wasted
with some poor choices off the mat.
What we will do before we talk about

technique and lineup, is to make sure
everyone gets into the culture of do-
ing the right thing,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Last year, however, the Blue Dev-
ils did do a lot of things right by
defeating Union County powerhouses
Brearley and Roselle Park and win-
ning a tight battle with a very strong
Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad in the
battle of the unbeaten at the time. The
Blue Devils’ only county loss was to
Governor Livingston, 26-24.

The Blue Devils also placed six in
the top-3 in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT), eight qualified for
the Region 3 Tournament and two

qualified for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment in Atlantic City.

This season, seniors Colin Barber
and Brian Bulger have been named
team captains. Last year, Colin Bar-
ber surpassed the 30-win mark and
placed third in the UCT, the District
and the Region 3 tournaments at 152-
lbs to qualify for the NJSIAA tourna-
ment where he lost in the first round,
6-5, to finish 33-6. Bulger took third
in the district at 170-lbs and finished
25-9. Barber is expected to compete
at 160-lbs, while Bulger will com-
pete at 170-lbs.

“There are plenty of people, who
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David B. Corbin (November files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DEFENSIVE FINISH…The Blue Devils’ defense finished strong in their final two games against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in a 10-2 setback and Plainfield in a 30-16 victory.

Fred Lecomte (September files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABILITY TO COME BACK…The Raiders recorded three comeback victories in their first four games. In this photo, the
Raiders came back to defeat Voorhees, 21-14, on September 29.

David B. Corbin (March 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEARLY ADVANCING AT STATES…Blue Devil Colin Barber, front, nearly got the reversal to advance at the NJSIAA
Tournament in Atlantic City in March 2012.

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH DEFENSIVELY…Raider senior Christine Miklas, center, was a key part of a very stubborn defensive
backfield that limited opponents to just nine goals in 23 games.

Union County Wrestling Preview
In The December 20 Edition


