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County Prosecutor Must Enforce
Rules on County Employees

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was e-mailed to Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, state elected officials and
Union County mayors.

******
It appears that generators belong-

ing to the taxpayers of Union County
were taken from county property for
personal use during the recent catas-
trophe in direct violation of clear and
explicit rules. As we all know, many
elderly and sick individuals endured
incalculable suffering during the re-
cent catastrophe, due in large part to
the lack of power. Meanwhile certain
individuals put their personal inter-
ests above county residents and took
these generators home.

I am sure you agree with me that
this abhorrent behavior needs to be
prosecuted, with the individuals
named and held fully accountable.

Sadly, it appears that another “let’s
look the other way” approach is un-
folding in the process of the investi-
gation, with a “nothing illegal hap-
pened” outcome seemingly the strat-
egy. This unwillingness to seriously
enforce written, well-established
rules has resulted in a culture of widely
accepted fraud/corruption in the
county as evidenced by just a few
examples, where no employees were
dismissed or disciplined:

- tens of thousands of dollars in
cash unaccounted for following the
taxpayer underwritten Union County
MusicFest, where, according to the
prosecutor’s report, no one can accu-
rately account for the money col-
lected in the name of charity.

- recent involvement of a county

vehicle in a drunk driving incident,
whereby explicit rules limiting use of
the vehicle to official county busi-
ness were ignored, thereby poten-
tially exposing the county to claims
of negligence for not enforcing those
rules.

- uncovering of what appears to be
years of fraud, whereby county em-
ployees regularly used “pooled”
county E-Z Pass transponders on per-
sonal weekend and holiday trips to
New York and the Jersey Shore, pos-
sibly in county “take home” vehicles.

Sadly, the county taxpayers are
largely dependent on one organiza-
tion that has decided to stand up and
fight. Without Tina Renna’s tireless
advocacy, the county would likely
have never even acknowledged this
theft of generators had even hap-
pened. Only following posts on
www.countywatchers.com, was this
even investigated.

While some county officials dis-
miss the work of the Union County
Watchdog Association, I have spo-
ken with several hardworking county
employees who privately praise her
for uncovering the fraud and corrup-
tion that – shockingly – still perme-
ates county operations. Hardworking
employees should not suffer because
of the misdeeds of a few.

I am asking everyone copied on
this e-mail to contact County Pros-
ecutor Romankow and, as in Sussex
and Passaic, demand that Union
County also enforce the rules. He can
be contacted at: ucpo@ucnj.org.

Mark Boehme
Summit

Letters to the Editor
NJ Dems Propose
$100-Million Bond

TRENTON – On Monday, an Assem-
bly panel advanced legislation sponsored
by Assembly Democrats Connie Wagner,
Tim Eustace and John Wisniewski to
create a $100- million public bond refer-
endum to fund the purchase of flood-
prone properties throughout New Jersey.

“The lingering damage from Sandy is
an all-too-real reminder of the destruc-
tive power of flooding,” said Assembly-
woman Wagner (D-38, Paramus). “From
Bergen County to Atlantic County, resi-
dents have been repeatedly subject to the
nightmare of trying to rebuild after se-
vere storms. It’s time we try a new ap-
proach and let the people decide if we
should invest in buying up properties
repeatedly prone to flooding.”

The bill (A-2930), entitled the “Blue
Acres Floodplain Protection Bond Act of
2012,” would authorize the issuance of
$100 million in state general obligation
bonds, of which $85 million would be
allocated for the acquisition of properties
repeatedly prone to flooding through the
state’s Blue Acres program and $15 mil-
lion of which would be allocated as grants
to fund home elevation. Under the bill,
only single-family or two-family houses
that are the homeowners’ primary resi-
dence would be eligible for the home
elevation grants.

“In some of the areas most devastated
by Sandy, many of the homes that sur-
vived the best were those that were el-
evated in some form,” said Assembly-
man Eustace (D-38, Paramus). “This
would help us use public funds in the
most economical manner to stabilize and
maintain communities and revitalize eco-
nomic development and tourism during
this unprecedented time of reconstruc-
tion and redevelopment.”

“Even before Sandy, Hurricane Irene
and Tropical Storm Lee brought what
were considered historic levels of flood-
ing,” said Assemblyman Wisniewski (D-
19, Sayreville).

“Given the changing landscape of our
state and the increasing intensity of
storms, we need to rethink our approach,
particularly during the post-Sandy re-
building phase. If approved, this funding
will be a huge relief for homeowners
saddled with the burden of repeated flood-
ing and the inability to sell their home
because of it.”

Under the state’s Blue Acres Program,
which is administered by the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP), prop-
erties that have been damaged by, or may
be prone to incurring damage caused by
storms or storm-related flooding are pur-
chased from willing sellers. Structures
on acquired property are demolished, the
debris is removed, and the property is
preserved for recreation and conserva-
tion purposes. Funding for Blue Acres
projects has been provided in the past
through three different state bond acts
approved by voters.

The bill provides that the bond act is to
be submitted to voters for approval at the
General Election. The measure was unani-
mously approved by the Assembly Agri-
culture and Natural Resources Commit-
tee and now awaits consideration by the
full Assembly.

Apply Now, SBA Loans Available For Sandy Victims
REGION – Hurricane Sandy survi-

vors should not wait to settle with their
insurance companies before applying for
the United State Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) disaster loan assistance,
the SBA said Tuesday.

If a survivor does not know how much
of their loss will be covered by insurance
or other sources, SBA will consider mak-
ing a loan for the total loss up to its loan
limits, provided the borrower agrees to
use insurance proceeds to reduce or repay

Center at 800-659-2955 or by e-mailing
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. Com-
pleted applications should be returned to
a recovery center or mailed to: U.S. Small
Business Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, Tex. 76155.

The filing deadline to return applica-
tions for physical property damage is
December 31, 2012. The deadline to re-
turn economic injury applications is July
31, 2013.

their SBA loan. Interest rates are as low
as 1.688 percent for homeowners and
renters, 3 percent for non-profit organi-
zations and 4 percent for businesses with
terms up to 30 years.

Applicants may apply online using the
Electronic Loan Application (ELA) via
SBA’s secure website at https://
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Additional de-
tails on the locations of recovery centers
and the loan application process can be
obtained by calling the SBA Service

Public Question, $13,600,00 School Bond
Ward Place  Registered  Votes Yes No

1st 1st Roosevelt  677  125 18% 91 34

2nd Roosevelt  859  196 23% 133 63

3rd Franklin  805  145 18% 97 48

4th Library  1,235  214 17% 138 76

5th Franklin  940  164 17% 112 52

6th Library  709  173 24% 123 50

7th Franklin  429  82 19% 43 39

Total  5,654  1,099 19% 737 362

2nd 1st UC Bldg  834  86 10% 60 26

2nd Washington  1,064  201 19% 137 64

3rd Washington  687  89 13% 53 36

4th Wilson  935  205 22% 149 56

5th Wilson  1,130  247 22% 158 89

6th Washington  670  121 18% 85 36

Total  5,320  949 18% 642 307

3rd 1st Rescue Squad  462  72 16% 34 38

2nd Edison  615  134 22% 102 32

3rd Edison  692  95 14% 62 33

4th Edison  862  169 20% 115 54

5th Jefferson  923  199 22% 105 94

6th Jefferson  877  110 13% 72 38

7th Jefferson  854  164 19% 98 66

Total  5,285  943 18% 588 355

4th 1st McKinley  1,367  230 17% 127 103

2nd McKinley  1,069  222 21% 143 79

3rd WHS  1,151  232 20% 161 71

4th WHS  884  177 20% 105 72

5th Jefferson  1,067  226 21% 132 94

Total  5,538  1,087 20% 668 419

Total 2635 1443

Absentee Ballots 65 60

GRAND TOTAL  21,797  4,078 19% 2700 1503

Westfield Election, Dec. 11, 2012


