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HAPPY 10TH ANNIVERSARY...  Susan Cahn and Harriet Shafran, co owners
of Knit-a-Bit, as they celebrate 10 years in Westfield.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Vetoes Health Exchange;
Says Cost Could Be ‘Onerous’
Governor Chris Christie last week

vetoed legislation that would have be-
gun establishment of a state-based health
care exchange in New Jersey in line with
the federal Affordable Care Act.

“We will comply with the Afford-
able Care Act, but only in the most
efficient and cost effective way for
New Jersey taxpayers… Until the
federal government gives us all the
necessary information, any other ac-
tion than this would be fiscally irre-
sponsible,” Governor Christie said.

“Financing the building and imple-
mentation of a state-based Exchange
would be an extraordinarily costly
endeavor,” Governor Christie said.
“While the federal governmental has
enabled states to apply for grant fund-
ing to cover some of the initial costs of
such an endeavor, the total price for
such a program has never been quan-
tified, and is likely to be onerous.
Without knowing the full scope of
which exchange option would be most
beneficial and cost efficient for New
Jerseyans, it would be irresponsible to
force such a bill on our citizens.”

Sen. Gill Says 440,000
Uninsured Need Exchange

State Senator Nia Gill (D-34,
Essex), chairwoman of the Senate
Commerce Committee and prime
sponsor of the “New Jersey Health
Benefit Exchange Act,” commented
on Governor Chris Christie’s veto of
a heath exchange in New Jersey.

“New Jersey should have a state-
based exchange. The bill vetoed by
the Governor allowed New Jersey to
maintain regulatory control over in-
surance to the greatest extent pos-
sible, to respond to market condi-
tions, to ensure competition and to
define plans that best meet the needs
of New Jersey residents,” Senator
Gill said. “Now, 440,000 uninsured
people hang in the balance as we
await the governor’s decision on this
critical matter.”

Lonegan Praises Christie
Veto of Health Benefit Exchange

Americans for Prosperity State
Director Steve Lonegana applauded
Gov. Chris Christie for issuing an
absolute veto of the “New Jersey
Health Benefit Exchange Act.”

“Americans for Prosperity com-
mends Gov. Christie for delivering a
huge blow to the federal takeover of
our health care by vetoing the estab-
lishment of an ObamaCare exchange
in New Jersey,” Mr. Lonegan said.
“In so doing, Gov. Christie has ex-

posed a major weakness in the
ObamaCare system. The organizers
cannot even adequately explain how
the federal government will operate
the simplest component of the PPACA
(Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act). If they can’t explain how
this relatively simple bureaucracy will
operate, how will they manage the
more complex operations like deter-
mining who will receive what medi-
cal procedures? They claim they will
make health care more efficient, but
can’t even figure out how to organize
the distribution of policies. This il-
lustrates in frightening detail where
ObamaCare is headed.”

Cerf Won’t Waive 180-Day
School Calendar for Sandy

State Education Commissioner
Christopher Cerf said he will not waive
the state’s 180-day requirement for
schools that had to close because of
Hurricane Sandy, The Star-Ledger re-
ported. His testimony came during a
state Senate Budget Committee hear-
ing at the Meadowlands Racetrack in
East Rutherford on December 3.

Mr. Cerf also said he does not favor
school districts adding extra days on
Saturdays to make up for days school
were closed because of Sandy because
he was concerned districts might only
hold class for the minimum four hours,
which counts as a full school day.
Trenton Mayor, Brother Indicted in
Parking Garage Bribery Scheme

First-term Trenton Mayor Tony
Mack was indicted last week on charges
he sold his influence to a parking ga-
rage developer in a two-year FBI sting,
The Times of Trenton reported. Mack
and his two co-defendants face are
accused of a $119,000 bribery scheme
involving his brother, Ralphiel Mack,
and Joseph “JoJo” Giorgianni, the
owner of JoJo’s Steak House in Tren-
ton. Mack, Ralphiel Mack and
Giorgianni were indicted on charges
of extortion, and mail and wire fraud.
Mayor Mack was indicted on six
bribery and extortion counts.

DeMint Resigning to
Lead Heritage Foundation

Republican U.S. Sen. Jim DeMint
from South Carolina has announced
he is resigning to take the helm of  the
conservative think tank Heritage
Foundation. His resignation is effec-
tive January 1, according to an Asso-
ciated Press report. Sen. DeMint was
first elected to the Senate in 2004 and
was re-elected in 2010. He previ-
ously served in the U.S. House of
Representatives for three terms. Re-
publican Governor Nikki Haley will
appoint Sen. DeMint’s replacement.

Muñoz Sponsored Bill Increases
Penalties for Animal Cruelty

TRENTON – Penalties imposed
on those found guilty of mistreating
animals would be increased under
legislation approved by the state As-
sembly Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources Committee. The legislation,
known as “Patrick’s Law,” is spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Nancy F.
Muñoz (R-21, Summit).

“Patrick’s Law” is named for a pit
bull in Newark that was found
starved, in an emaciated condition,
put in a garbage bag and dropped
down a garbage chute. The incident
occurred in March 2011. Patrick sur-
vived the cruelty and is now recov-
ering at a veterinary care facility in
Tinton Falls.

“The cruel and deliberate mistreat-
ment of any animal cannot be toler-
ated,” Asw. Muñoz said. “There will
be an increased price to pay for those
who dare to treat an animal with
callous disregard. Animal cruelty is a
senseless and deliberate act that ex-
poses a person’s sick mentality. This

bill will heighten awareness and draw
attention to the fact that animals need
to be treated in a humane manner.”

The bill, A-798, which was substi-
tuted in committee by S-1303, in-
creases to crimes of the fourth de-
gree, the offenses of depriving an
animal of necessary sustenance, or
abusing an animal, and increases the
grade of these offenses to crimes of
the third degree if the animal dies as
a result of these acts. The civil pen-
alty for these offenses would also be
increased under the bill to a fine of
$1,000 to $3,000 for a first offense,
and $3,000 to $5,000 for a second or
subsequent offense.

The bill also increases the criminal
and civil penalties for: inflicting un-
necessary cruelty upon a living ani-
mal by any direct or indirect means;
an owner who fails to provide an
animal with proper food, drink and
shelter; or leaving an animal unat-
tended in a vehicle under inhumane
conditions.

Asw. Stender: Commuters Deserve
Better Storm Planning in Future

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
vice-chairwoman of the Assembly
Transportation Committee, released
the following statement Monday af-
ter the committee heard testimony on
the condition of New Jersey’s trans-
portation infrastructure following
Hurricane Sandy:

“The fact that the DOT (Depart-
ment of Transportation) commis-
sioner skipped this hearing is an
insult to the commuters still strug-
gling to get to work each day more
than a month after Sandy. He owes
the people of New Jersey an expla-
nation, not excuses. Sandy was an
unprecedented storm for our state,
and I appreciate the hard work of all
the transportation employees who
have labored tirelessly to get our
system back running,” Asw. Stender
said.

“Our transportation system is the
lifeblood of this state, relied on by
countless working-class families as

their means to earn a living. Our
entire economy is based on a work-
able transportation system. Quite sim-
ply, that system cannot be put at risk
by poor planning and questionable
decisions,” Asw. Stender said.

“We’re already seeing the detri-
mental impact on commuters still
struggling to get to work daily.
This continued stress and likely
loss of economic activity is very
concerning. We need to do better
for the benefit of our commuters,
such as those on the Raritan Valley
Line.

“I thank (NJ Transit) Director
(James) Weinstein for testifying to-
day and offering his thoughts, but I
also want to hear more about what
our transportation leaders will do to
better plan for concerns such as cli-
mate change, which will have an un-
relenting impact on our transporta-
tion system in years to come. We
need to use the science available to
protect our system.”

Governor Christie Takes Action
On Following Legislation

Bills Signed:
A-1289/S-1355 – Requires plans,

specifications, and bid proposal docu-
ments for certain local public con-
tracts to address soil contamination,
and requires contracting unit to ap-
prove change order under certain cir-
cumstances.

A-1902/S-721– “Tabitha’s Law,” re-
quires parents or guardians to notify school
administrators if pupils will be absent;
requires schools to notify parents in event
of unexcused pupil absence.

A-2879/S-1916 – Prohibits require-
ment to disclose user name, pass-
word, or other means for accessing
accounts or service through electronic
communications devices by institu-
tions of higher education.

A-2889/S-1906 – Provides for tem-
porary nurse licensure for qualified
nonresident military spouses.

A-2949/S-2015 (Asm. Green, Asw.
Stender/Sen. Scutari) – Authorizes state
treasurer to sell surplus property, known
as Plainfield Armory, located in City of
Plainfield in Union County.

S-1328GR/A-2310 – Permits Type

II district with board of school esti-
mate to opt to move school election
to November; eliminates board of
school estimate’s approval of bud-
gets for such districts, except for pro-
posals to spend above cap.

S-327/A-1380 – Provides immu-
nity to institutions of higher educa-
tion for food donations.

SCS for S-599/ACS for A-2573 –
“Tara’s Law” provides protections
for individuals with developmental
disabilities residing in community
care residences and for investigations
of abuse of individuals with develop-
mental disabilities.

S-612/ACS for A-1519  – Establishes
an elevator contractors licensing board
to grant licenses for elevator, escalator,
and moving walkway mechanics.

S-1816/A-2763  – Affords
Deleware River Port Authority po-
lice officers authority to inspect haz-
ardous material carriers and cargoes;
clarifies authority of State Police to
conduct inspections.

S-2156/A-3248  – Establishes sum-
mary action to foreclose mortgages
on vacant and abandoned residential
property.

Bill Vetoed:
A-2596/S-1829 – Conditional veto

– Removes requirement for one- and
two-family residences to be equipped
with a portable fire extinguisher.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

One-Seat Ride to NYC
Topic for RVRC

WESTFIELD — Elected officials,
transportation professionals and the
public are invited to a special Raritan
Valley Coalition (RVRC) meeting this
Monday, December 17, at 9 a.m. in
Westfield. Robert Freudenberg of the
Regional Plan Association will dis-
cuss the economic benefits that towns
with rail stations receive when they
have one-seat ride service to Man-
hattan and how the Raritan Valley
Line could benefit from adding dual-
power locomotive service to enable
this direct connection.

The meeting will be held in the
town council chambers of the
Westfield Municipal Building at 425
East Broad Street. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 231-7021 or e-mail
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

Union PD to Hold Toy
Drive for Sandy Victims

UNION — The Union Police De-
partment is ramping up its annual
“Santa in Blue” toy drive this year to
help Hurricane Sandy victims with a
collection and sorting day on Sun-
day, December 16 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Union High School.

Toys will be transported to the Ocean
County Sheriff’s Office that will dis-
tribute them equally throughout the
shore area. Donations of new, un-
wrapped toys can be dropped off at
Union High School, 2400 North 3rd
Street, Union, N.J. Monetary dona-
tions of gift cards or checks can be
made payable to Township of Union
PBA Local 69 (Santa in Blue).

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.


