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cated near Campbell Mill Pond in
Essex County’s South Mountain
Reservation and would lower
water elevations of the Rahway
River during peak storm condi-
tions by almost three feet in
Millburn, Union and Springfield
and about 1.5 feet in Cranford
and also benefit the City of
Rahway, Mr. Aschenbach said.
He also said the project has
been cited as being beneficial to
flood storage projects being con-
sidered for Lenape Park in
Kenilworth.

A funding request to Governor
Chris Christie and the State Leg-
islature was made in late June to
conduct the environmental as-
sessments so Essex County, the
City of Orange and the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) can be assured
about any impacts.

The Mayors Council has invited
the Governor and State Legisla-
tive leaders to Cranford to get
updated on the projects so move-
ment from evaluation to con-
struction can get done.

Mayors Council on Watershed
To Meet Dec. 13 in Cranford
CRANFORD — The Mayors

Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control will be meeting at
the Cranford Municipal Building
on Thursday, December 13 at
7:30 p.m. to update residents on
the progress of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers evaluation of
flood mitigation projects includ-
ing the development of the South
Mountain Regional Detention
Basin. Parking for the event will
be across the street from the
municipal building still under re-
pair from the damage brought by
Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Dan Aschenbach, former
Cranford mayor, said, “Most New
Jerseyans hearts go out to resi-
dents of the shore and the state
and federal government have to
be strong partners in rebuild-
ing.”

“We do have to remind the
Governor and State Legislative,
however, we are not minced meat
and should not be forgotten with
regards to the funding needs to
move ahead with flood control.
Many homes and businesses af-
ter Irene in the Rahway River
Watershed had significant im-
pacts. In Cranford alone over
1,600 homes were damaged and
in Rahway many homeowners
had numerous repetitive losses.
While the federal and state gov-
ernments have helped to get lives
back in order in the watershed
area, the prediction of nine inches
of rain prior to Superstorm Sandy
sent residents into a panic,” Mr.
Aschenbach stated.

“The mayors of 11 communi-
ties have been working to imple-
ment projects to reduce water
elevations during peak storm
conditions through several
projects the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers is evaluating,” Mr.
Aschenbach stated.

The South Mountain Regional
Detention Basin would be lo-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Children sit on Santa’s lap to discuss their Christmas wish list on
Saturday night at Garwood’s annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN…Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, right,
counts down the lighting of the borough’s Christmas tree on Saturday night as
Santa and a few excited children look on.

Floraphile Club Plans
Holiday Gathering

CRANFORD – The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its annual holiday gathering at
The Cranford Hotel on Monday,
December 17, at 12:30 p.m. This
event will feature a special lunch
and dessert to celebrate the holi-
day season.

Each participant is asked to bring
a wrapped, garden-related item
for a gift exchange ($10 or less).
As always, guests are welcome.
The cost is $10 for members and
$15 for non-members.

The Cranford Hotel is located at
220 Walnut Avenue in downtown
Cranford. To make reservations
or receive more information on
upcoming events of the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

* Garwood/Cranford News * Rosary Altar Society
Dinner Is Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Rosary Altar
Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood will celebrate its An-
nual Christmas Party tomorrow,
Friday, December 7, from 6:30
to 11 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood. Park-
ing is available behind the hall on
Willow Avenue.

A roast beef dinner catered by
the Knights, including all the trim-
mings and dessert, will be served
at 7 p.m. Lynne Corey will provide
the entertainment. The cost will
be $16 per person, and may be
paid by cash or check payable to
St. Anne’s Rosary Altar Society.

A Dark Horse Raffle, as well as
special prizes and a 50/50 Bo-
nus Raffle, will be featured. Mem-
bers are requested to bring a
donated wrapped gift to be used
for prizes. Also, all are asked to
bring an unwrapped new toy for
St. Joseph Social Service Center
Coalition to House the Home-
less, sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus.

Knights of Columbus
To Hold Blood Drive
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark. All donors will
receive a $15 ShopRite gift card.

Parking is available behind the
building off of Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For more infor-
mation, call the Knights after 4
p.m. weekdays at (908) 789-
9809, Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (973)
676-4700; visit bloodnj.org or e-
mail bcnj@bloodnj.org.


