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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Left-side runs by the Palisades
Park offensive backs did way too
much damage before the
Cranford High School football
team’s defense could figure out
how to stop them in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semi-
finals at Memorial Field in
Cranford on November 30.

With the exception of a two-
point conversion pass and two
second-half passes, one that was
intercepted, quarterback Charlie
Simon engineered a ground game
that chewed up 341 yards, in-
cluding five touchdowns (TD), on
39 carries to earn the 9-2 Tigers
a 35-21 victory over the Cou-
gars.

Almost every Tiger running play
slit to the left, either off-tackle or
off-guard, including all five TDs.
Simon carried 18 times for 137
yards with respective TD runs of
21, 1, and 23 yards. Running
back Taj Huggins carried nine
times for 122 yards and had re-
spective TD runs of 34 and 56
yards.

“It took us too long to figure out
how to get them stopped. When
we had our opportunities on of-
fense, we didn’t take advantage
of them. We had the ball down
here twice with us only being
down by two scores, and we
needed to get into the end zone,

and we couldn’t do it. That’s a
credit to them,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars totaled 317 rush-
ing yards on 43 carries, and quar-
terback Reggie Green completed
11 of 28 passes for 105 yards.

Green rushed 29 times for 260
yards and had respective TD runs
of 54, 15 and 22 yards. Running
back Jimmy Dwyer had 10 car-
ries for 37 yards. Receiver John
Oblachinski had four receptions
for 29 yards. Matt DiMartino had

three receptions for 39 yards.
Bobby Bruns had two receptions
for 27 yards, while Chris Folinusz
had two receptions for nine yards,

including a two-point conversion
grab, and Evan Zoughy had one
reception for one yard.

“The offensive line does a great
job every week. I love all those
guys, the seniors. We worked
hard all week. It’s tough we came

up short,” Green said.
The Cougars took the opening

kickoff and from their 24-yard
line, marched 76 yards on six
plays, concluded with Green’s
54-yard sprint to pay dirt with

7:58 left in the first quarter. The
Tigers responded with six slant-
left plays to chew up 65 yards,
capped by Huggins’ 34-yard TD
with 4:14 on the clock.

The Cougars ran 12 plays on
their next series but were forced
to punt where the Tigers took
over at the 27-yard line. From
there, seven left-side runs yielded
another TD when Simons scooted
21 yards for the score with 7:26
left in the half.

The Cougars fumbled on their
next series and the Tigers recov-
ered at the Cranford 31. With the
help of a 15-yard penalty, the
Tigers scored again when Simons
plunged in from a yard out with
2:47 remaining. Joe Vicci and
Oblachinski combined to block
the point after attempt, keeping
the score at 20-7.

More bad news came for the
Cougars when Green’s pass was
intercepted near midfield. With
the help of a facemask penalty,
the Tigers scored again when
Simons slanted left for his 23-
yard TD with 1:46 left of the half.
The two-point, conversion pass
upped their lead to 28-7.

The Tigers got favorable pos-
session on the kickoff to open the
second half, and the Cougars’
defense still failed to adjust to
the left-side runs when Huggins
slit through a crease and bolted
56 yards for the TD with just one
minute off the clock.

Despite trailing, 35-7, Green
and his gang answered with a
17-play, 81-yard scoring drive
that ended with his 15-yard TD
run with 3:27 left in the third
quarter. The point after kick
missed.

The Cougars attempted an
onside kick, but the Tigers
pounced on it at midfield. From
that point, the Cougar defense
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MAKING THE COMPLETION…Cranford Cougar John Oblachinski, No. 12, makes the reception but is about to be
brought down by a Tiger in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinals. Also see page 13 of The Westfield Leader.


