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Scotch Plains Campus
January 17

7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
December 13 - 9:30AM

February 7 - 7:30PM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

“Celebrating our 50th Anniversary”

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

In Flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com

  

SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Safe, Faith Filled        Extended Care            Middle States 
Environment                 Programs                  Accredited 

 

Full day Pre-K                Grades                 Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten          Pre-K – 8th                Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
www.stbacademy.org 

 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

& Kindergarten

National Hispanic Recognition
Goes To Local Student

HTIS Team Earns First Place
In Scholastic Olympics

WESTFIELD — A team of eighth
graders from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School (HTIS) took
first place in the 41st annual Roselle
Catholic Scholastic Olympics on
October 24. Among the eleven par-
ticipating schools, Holy Trinity
earned 25 percent of the total pos-
sible points and brought home the
First Place trophy for the eleventh
time.

The team was comprised of Kristen
Cavallo, Sarah Coley, Veronica
Cunningham, Sophia DiIorio, Sarah
Fannick, Michelle Ferrer, Douglas
Keating, Brendan McEwen, Lauren
McNeil, Jackie McNulla, Olivia Ngo,
Daniel Thek, Hannah Toner and Sh-
annon Wieszczek.

In addition to the team victory, a
number of Holy Trinity students took
home individual honors. In the Girls’
Division - Sarah Coley and Olivia
Ngo finished first and second, re-
spectively, in Art; Sophia DiIorio fin-
ished second in History; Veronica
Cunningham finished third in Cur-

rent Events; Jackie McNulla finished
first in Math, Hannah Toner and Sa-
rah Fannick finished first and sec-
ond, respectively, in English and
Michelle Ferrer finished second in
Religion. In the Boys’ Division -
Daniel Thek finished second in Math
and Brendan McEwen finished first
in Spelling.

Holy Trinity principal Sr. Maureen
Fichner said, “I am confident in and
proud of the group representing HTIS
and excited for them on achieving
first place status. Nervous and anx-
ious students transformed into ma-
ture confident scholars before our
eyes.”

Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
a National Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence in 2011, is a pre-K through
eighth grade parochial school, oper-
ating from two campuses in
Mountainside and Westfield. As a
Middle States Accredited school, it is
run under the auspices of the Newark
Archdiocesan School System.Roosevelt Students Honor

Veterans at Ceremony

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The College Board has notified Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) High School
Principal Dr. David Heisey that senior
Christine Monroy has been recognized
as a Scholar in the 2013 National
Hispanic Recognition Program.

The National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program, established in 1983, is
a College Board program that pro-
vides national recognition of the ex-
ceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high school seniors and
identifies them for postsecondary
institutions.

Students enter the program by tak-
ing the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT®) as high school
juniors and by identifying themselves
as Hispanic. This year, more than
253,000 PSAT/NMSQT® takers na-
tionwide identified themselves as
Hispanic, and more than 5,000 of

WESTFIELD - A Veteran’s Day
Ceremony, rescheduled due to Hur-
ricane Sandy, was held at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield
on November 19.

Music, including the “National
Anthem,” “America” and “Blowin’
in the Wind,” was provided by the
Sharps and Flats, the eighth grade
Chorus, and the eighth grade Band.
The entire student body of more
than 700 students, as well as teach-
ers and guests, remained silent while
“Taps” was played by Brian
Callahan and Creighton Hendrix.

Students Alexandra Jackman,
Evan Gruters, and Abby Rothenberg
addressed the student body and
guests, describing what Veterans
Day meant to them. Alexandra,
Roosevelt’s Student Council Presi-
dent, recalled having visited Ar-
lington National Cemetery with her
family recently and read President
John F. Kennedy’s quote, “Ask not
what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your coun-
try.” She cited the many brave
Americans who do so much for our
country by keeping it free.

Assistant Principal Brian
Gechtman recalled stories that his
wife’s grandfather told about the
Battle of the Bulge.

Social Studies Teacher, Brian
Vieth, presented the Heroes Among
Us Award to guest speaker and vet-
eran, Patrick Boyer. Mr. Boyer cred-
ited his decision to enter the mili-
tary to his seventh grade teacher, a
veteran who provided him with in-

spiration. He told the student body,
staff and guests, “We are each ca-
pable of more than we thought pos-
sible.”

Retired Army Flight Operations
Officer and Company Commander,
Patrick Boyer, center, received the
“Heroes Among Us” Award at
Roosevelt Intermediate School’s
Veteran’s Day assembly. With Mr.
Boyer is Principal, Stewart Carey,
at left, and Social Studies teacher,
Brian Vieth.

Union Catholic Seniors
Named NJ Rising Scholars

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic High School announced
that Seniors Andres Aguaiza of
Roselle Park and Kiana Hawkins of
Irvington have been selected as re-
cipients of the 2012 New Jersey Ris-
ing Scholars Student Recognition
Award.

The New Jersey Rising Scholars
Student Recognition Program was
established by the NJ Department of
Education, in collaboration with the
NJ Amistad Commission and the
Malcolm Bernard Historically Black
Colleges and Universities commit-
tee, to honor the academic achieve-
ment of high school seniors from
diverse backgrounds who are inter-

ested in attending a Historically
Black College or University
(HBCU).

The criteria for Rising Scholar
students is attendance at a New Jer-
sey public, private or charter school,
a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher
and a SAT score of 1350 or above.

Each Rising Scholar has the op-
portunity to meet recruiters partici-
pating in the Malcolm Bernard
HBCU College Fair from which they
may be able to receive application
fee waivers. They may also be eli-
gible for one of several $1,000
HBCU Rising Scholar Fund Schol-
arships to be announced in the spring
of 2013.

RISING SCHOLARS...Union Catholic High School announced that seniors Andres
Aguaiza of Roselle Park, left, and Kiana Hawkins of Irvington have been selected
as recipients of the 2012 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student Recognition Award.

WHS Band Excels In
National, State Competitions

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Board of Education, at its Novem-
ber 27 public meeting, recognized
the many achievements of the
Westfield High School Marching
Band, which has concluded the 2012
season with great distinction.

The band’s accomplishments in-
cluded a most recent competition in
the A-Class Nationals in Annapo-
lis, Md. where they placed 20th
overall out of 49 bands around the
country.

In the New Jersey State Champi-
onships they were awarded 8th place
out of a total of 69 bands. And in
their group competition, they came
in 4th, also winning for Best Per-
cussion. A special Cadets Award of
Excellence was presented to the
band in recognition of their creativ-
ity, performance and overall effect.
Only six are awarded in the entire
state.

In earlier regional competitions,
the Marching Band placed first in
their group in the East Brunswick
and Hillsborough competitions. In
these as well as the Piscataway com-
petition, they also received special

awards for being Best in Music,
Visual, Percussion and Overall Ef-
fect.

Board of Education President, Ri-
chard Mattessich, stated, “The
Westfield Board of Education is
very proud of these students, who
through hard work and many hours
of practice, are recognized for their
superior achievements.”

There are over 85 members in the
Westfield Marching Band. The sec-
tion leaders of the band and color
guard are: Seniors Michael
Aronson, Rob Cassie, Jonathan
Clancy, Andrew Dougert, Maria
Hershey, Liam Keller, Barrie
Knapp, Zoe Korunow, Jeffrey
Marino, Eric Mikalauskas, Annalyn
Tanella, and Alex Ying; Juniors
Geneva Gleason, David Gruskin,
Samuel Krause, and Matthew
Nuzzo.

Certificates of congratulations
were presented to five of the stu-
dent leaders who were in atten-
dance at the board meeting and for
future distribution to the other mem-
bers by Band Director Chris Vitale
and Assistant Director James Doyle.

Christine Monroy

those students have been recognized
as National Hispanic Scholars or
Honorable Mention Finalists based
upon their scores and their academic
achievements.

The SP-F school district congratu-
lates Christine in her success and
wishes her a bright future in the years
to come.

Dr. Anthony Loomis, Dr. Scott Linick,
Dr. Kathleen Neumann, and Dr. Ronald Swist

 from your friends at Westfield Animal Hospital

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

1 FREE Night of Boarding with a Week Stay**
**A $25 value.  Limit one coupon per client. Offer must be used with your week stay.

Enjoy our Special Holiday Offers!

(908) 233-6030

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm
Sat: 8am-1pm

Happy Holidays

Follow Us
On Facebook

HTIS Drama Club
Presents A Seussified

Christmas Carol
MOUNTAINSIDE - Tickets are

now on sale for A Seussified Christ-
mas Carol performed by Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial School Drama
Club. Director Paul O’Connor is
expected to deliver another fantas-
tic performance.

Tickets can be reserved by con-
tacting the ticket office via email at
HTISDrama@gmail.com. Pre-sale
tickets are $8, but tickets may be
purchased at the door for $10. The
performances will be held at Pol-
lard Hall,  Holy Trinity
Interparochial School
Mountainside Campus, 300 Cen-
tral Avenue, Mountainside.

Share in the spirit of the season
with this fun-filled show on Friday
and Saturday, December 14 and 15,
at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited –
reserve your tickets today!

SPFHS Alumni Association
Hosts Reader For The Blind
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

— Karen Checchio, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS),
Class of 1973, and the daughter of
active SPFHS Alumni Association
member, Nancy Checchio, was the
guest speaker at the recent meeting
of the Association held at SPFHS.

A volunteer with the Princeton
Clearing House for almost 20 years,
she is certified to read books while
being taped, which are then made
available to the blind through a li-
brary which contains tens of thou-
sands of textbooks and literature
titles for K-12, as well as post gradu-
ate degree studies.

Ms. Checchio described the
method used to convey information
for LSAT testing, as well as clas-
sics. She can “act” out dialogue,
she can manage imparting humor
to invoke laughter, but she has to
occasionally restrain herself from
allowing her personal feelings of
grief or sympathy affect her read-
ing.

Presently, she is permitted to
record in her home, which makes it
easier to “squeeze in” taping ses-
sions since she has a full-time posi-
tion as an Assistant Vice President
for Chubb Commercial Insurance
in Whitehouse.

The organization she is currently
recording for is Learning Ally, for-
merly recording for the blind and
dyslexic The non-profit organiza-
tion, since 1948, has received Na-
tional Achievement Awards, as well
as Scholastic Achievement Awards.
Ally has mainstream platforms and
an Ally application that can play on
iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad. It
also can utilize software for Mac
and PCs.

Ms Checchio is extremely grate-
ful for the opportunity to perform
this work and encourages
anyone who is interested to “get
involved today… volunteer, donate!
You will get great satisfaction and
the users of this system are grate-
ful.”

ESSAY WINNERS…Westfield High School sophomore Jason Previlon, left, and
senior Jeff Marino won the annual Westfield UNICO essay contest, which
highlights the accomplishments of Italian Americans. Jeff wrote about Enrico
Fermi, who won a Nobel Prize in Physics in 1937. Jason’s essay focused on Frank
Sinatra, who received over 20 musical awards in his career and many humani-
tarian honors as well. Congratulating the students are Robert Tarte, center, vice-
president of the Westfield UNICO chapter, and President Vince Tomasso.
Attending the award presentation was Social Studies teacher, Adam Pizzi.

REMEMBERING VETERANS…Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermediate School’s
Sharps and Flats chorus perform during the school’s Veteran’s Day Assembly.


