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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved

BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in

women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conver-

sation

Letters to the Editor

Police Officer Caulfield, WPD
Went Beyond the Call of Duty

Santa Thanks Children, Scotch Plains
For Success of Holiday Celebration

I just wanted to take this opportu-
nity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holi-
day Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great
to see so many people
come out on a beautiful,
unseasonably warm day.
It was so warm I had
trouble keeping my
glasses from getting all
fogged up. I had a lot of
fun meeting so many
great children and their
families. As we speak, the elves are
working feverishly up at the North
Pole filling all the requests.

I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works, and
Recreation Department for helping
to set up the event and also allowing
it to run smoothly. Thank you to the
Scotch Plains Police Department for
keeping everyone safe. Thanks also
to the volunteer elves for making it a
fun day. It was great seeing all those

Girl Scouts. A special thank you goes
to Mayor DePaola for lighting the
beautiful Christmas tree in Alan Au-
gustine Park. We were up so high we

had a beautiful view.
A special thank you

goes to Scotch Plains
Business and Profes-
sional Association
(SPBA) President Lisa
Mohn of Apple Blossom
Flower Shop for plan-
ning and coordinating
the event. Lisa’s tireless

efforts have made the event a great
success for many years.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter or maybe even
macadamia nut) and milk (1 percent
please – Mrs. Claus says I need to
lose some weight) on Christmas Eve!
And please don’t forget the carrots
for the reindeer.

Santa Claus
North Pole

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of a letter sent to Westfield Po-
lice Chief David Wayman.

*****
Dear Chief Wayman:
As long-time residents of Westfield,

we have many things for which to be
thankful. This year, however, we are
adding the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, in particular Officer Harold
Caulfield.

When we awoke on Thanksgiving
morning, we discovered that our car
had been hit. Officer Caulfield ar-
rived after our call to WPD and aided
in finding parts from the car, which

did the damage. He further employed
detective skills and, after following a
trail of fluid, located the offending
vehicle.

We are grateful that Officer
Caulfield and other members of the
WPD went beyond the call of duty on
a holiday weekend and gave us their
time and effort. This was especially
meaningful, since we have had a chal-
lenging few weeks dealing with sig-
nificant flooding from Sandy at our
shore home.

June and Hugh Gleason
Westfield

Thanks to Everyone Who Contributed
To The Westfield Foundation

The strength of our town is its
citizens who offer their talents, trea-
sures and time through a variety of
service agencies. Prominent among
these organizations is The Westfield
Foundation, which for the last 35
years through your donations and
bequests has supported the arts, so-
cial services, education, health and
civic activities.

In 2012, the Westfield Foundation
distributed $225,000 in grants to 32
different agencies, among them: the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, the
Westfield Historical Society,
Children’s Specialized Hospital and
Habitat for Humanity. When Hurri-
cane Sandy struck, the Foundation
immediately set aside $15,000 for
community relief and $10,000 to the
Westfield Food Pantry.

Our funds help people with prom-
ising civic projects to launch them so
they can become sustainable agen-
cies that meet a specific community
need. Imagine Inc., a center for cop-

ing with loss, received a start up grant
of $15,000 and is now on track to
serve 20 families and 60 children
dealing with loss due to the death of
a parent or sibling.

In the spirit of this holiday season,
I would like to thank everyone who
so generously contributed to our work
this year. As you travel around our
community you can see some of the
ways your dollars have made a differ-
ence. Grants from the Westfield Foun-
dation helped fund monuments to
our veterans, create the Reeve His-
tory and Cultural Center, as well as
the Westfield Symphony’s holiday
and New Year’s Eve performances.

You can find out more about the
Foundation by visiting our website,
www.thewestfieldfoundation.com. If
you would like to make a donation or
submit a proposal for funding, this is
a great place to start.

William Foley, President
The Westfield Foundation

How Does The Westfield BOE Ignore
The Economic Realities Of Life?

The BOE’s credibility was badly
damaged during the last referendum.
By a 2-1 margin, the voters rejected
the Board’s assertion that a lighted
turf field was as “necessary” as a
roof. Ignoring this rejection, the Board
now wants to remove $13.6 million
from the spending caps set by the
state. The Board lumps together all
repairs, not just emergent. Bonds were
not meant to finance ordinary main-
tenance. This was to be paid for in the
regular budgets.

To support this request, the Board
“allows” its employees to send letters
to the parents of school children tell-
ing them how education will suffer if
the bond is not passed. Nowhere does
the author mention his conflict of
interests. He is a principal whose
salary would vie for dollars in a fu-
ture budget with the ordinary mainte-
nance he now asks the parents to take
out of the budget.

This letter to parents is not sent to
all taxpayers. It is sent to what has
always been considered a safe audi-
ence for the Board’s needs. This is
use of public assets for the purpose of
campaigning on a matter before the
voters. Do you think for one minute

the Board would allow one of its
opponents to have access to the same
public assets to send a letter to those
same parents?

The sample ballot you all just re-
ceived indicated that the roofs to be
repaired include Kehler Field and the
Board’s office. How many classes
are taught there? Do you think these
roofs are in an emergent state or that
the Board just wants to remove their
maintenance from the 2 percent cap?

At a time when the town has low-
ered the numbers of police and fire-
men and keeps telling us we have to
do with less, how does the BOE ig-
nore the economic realities of life?
Everyone wants to see the children of
Westfield get the best education that
Westfield can afford. A short while
ago, the Board told us we should
afford a lighted field because it was
“necessary.” Now they tell us we
should remove the repair and mainte-
nance of roofs from the budget and
the 2 percent  caps that protect spend-
ing. I think that both statements by
the Board should be received with
equal incredibility.

A. John Blake
Westfield

If The Bond
Does Not Pass...

Editor’s Note: A recipient of this let-
ter forwarded this to The Westfield
Leader anonymously. The authorship
was confirmed by the Westfield School
system as one of all such letters sent to
Westfield school parents by the princi-
pals of the 12 schools in town.

*****
Dear Parent/Guardian,
First of all, I would like to thank

everyone for the compassion and gener-
osity that the Tamaques School commu-
nity has extended to those impacted by
Hurricane Sandy. I hope that your fam-
ily weathered the storm well and ask that
you contact my office if you know of
any family in need of our assistance.

I was relieved to find Tamaques School
in fairly good condition after the storm.
While several of our trees were up-
rooted, the only damage to the building
was additional leaks to our roof. Had
Hurricane Sandy produced more rain,
the damage to our school’s roof would
have been much more serious. Tamaques
School’s roof is in poor condition. For
many years, our custodians have worked
to eliminate ponding water through
proper drainage and to keep the roof
surface sealed. Despite their best ef-
forts, it seems that more buckets are
needed to catch leaks in classrooms and
offices after each storm.

I would like to remind you that the
replacement and repair of Tamaques
School’s roof is included in the upcom-
ing bond referendum on Tuesday, De-
cember 11. The $13.6-million bond, if
passed, will fund the replacement and
repair of roofs on each of the 12 district-
owned buildings. The bond is only for
the roofs; the Board of Education has
responded to the public’s decision in
September, and is not including any-
thing else but the roofs in the bond on
December 11.

If the bond does not pass, the essential
roof work will have to come out of the
operating budget and maintenance re-
serve, both of which have spending caps
determined by the state. In order to allo-
cate approximately $4 million a year for
the next three years to fund the roof
work, large cuts would have to be made
in each school’s budget. This would
mean the elimination of positions – in-
cluding administrative, staff, teaching,
counseling, librarians, technicians, cus-
todians, and secretaries; as well as re-
ductions to programs, such as fine arts,
athletics; and larger class sizes.

If the bond passes, the Board has
reported that all roofs can be completed
by the summer of 2014. I know that we
are all particularly busy this time of year
– trying to return to normalcy after the
storm and preparing for the holidays.

I did not want to neglect to inform you
of what lies ahead for our school and
school district as well.

Sincerely,

Mike Cullen, Principal
Tamaques School, Westfield

Why Is It Necessary In This Fine
Town for This To Be Written?

It seems as though 40 percent of the eligible voters
being asked to decide the $13.6- million Westfield
school bond have been scared by the school system
that if the bond doesn’t pass, disastrous conse-
quences will result to the education of our children.
This intimidation was made selectively to parents
with kids in school by letters from the school prin-
cipals. It was not disclosed to the entire voting
public, however.

The public is to vote on the bond, Tuesday, De-
cember 11. Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 9 p.m.
The voters soundly defeated the $17-million bond
request in September by a 2-1 tally. It has been
altered somewhat, to $13.6 million, for this Tuesday.

To quote the letter sent to school parents, “If the
bond does not pass, the essential roof work will have
to come out of the operating budget and mainte-
nance reserve, both of which have spending caps
determined by the state. In order to allocate approxi-
mately $4 million a year for the next three years to
fund the roof work, large cuts would have to be made
in each school’s budget. This would mean the elimi-
nation of positions – including administrative, staff,
teaching, counseling, librarians, technicians, custo-
dians, and secretaries; as well as reductions to
programs, such as fine arts, athletics; and larger
class sizes. If the bond passes, the Board has re-
ported that all roofs can be completed by the summer
of 2014.

I know that we are all particularly busy this time
of year – trying to return to normalcy after the storm
and preparing for the holidays. I did not want to
neglect to inform you of what lies ahead for our
school and school district as well.”

A few of these letters signed by the principals of
the schools have been forwarded to us. See this page
for the one from Tamaques. Last week we published
the one from Edison Intermediate School. These
letters are nearly identical even though they are from
different principals (from the 12 schools in Westfield).
It makes us wonder, who wrote the letter and in-
structed the principals to send them out - was it the
school Superintendent and the Board of Education,
sanitized by their lawyers? The principals only did
what they were told - where have we heard that
before?

We contacted Superintendent Margaret Dolan and
Lorre Korecky of community relations about this.
Mrs. Korecky confirmed they were sent, and just to
school parents. We invited Superintendent to ad-

dress our readers. Her letter is on page 5. We thank
her for that.

We see several things wrong with what has tran-
spired.

1. Is the school system skirting the law with this
bond by their own words, “If the bond does not
pass...  spending caps determined by the state?”

2. Is the school system using taxpayer money to
advance their selective agenda? Is there a conflict of
interest from the principals?

3. What are our children being taught about “right
and wrong?”

4. Why doesn’t the public speak out? Are they
afraid, do they agree, do they not care or are they
resigned to “resistance is futile”?

5. Why doesn’t government enforce the laws to
protect the taxpayers? We understand that it is not
legal to bond repairs. Are we missing something?

6. Is the school system mismanaged such that they
can’t operate a sound budget and repair roofs?

7. If $100 million a year is not enough, then how
much is enough? Where does it end?

8. If parents want more than that provided by the
general public obligation, then should there be a
surcharge for what they want?

Why have these letters not been sent to all of the
eligible voters, including those who do not have kids
in school, but must pay the cost nevertheless? Is this
pitting one against the other?

If the cap law is to be skirted, then what law is to
be followed?

Why is it necessary in this fine town for this
column to be written?

Editor’s Note
A letter was published in last week’s issue by

Edison Intermediate School Principal Matthew
Bolton. The letter was sent to this newspaper by a
parent and not by Mr. Bolton. The letter was e-
mailed by him to Edison parents.

We consider written communications that come to
this newspaper from public servants such as those in
the school system to be public documents. We have
published e-mails sent or forwarded to this newspa-
per in the past from school officials as well as from
the PTA.

We believe this information is in the public domain
and should be shared with all residents and not just
selectively as may be intended by officials.

Lt. Governor to Seek
Re-election

Westfield, New Jersey – Today
(Tuesday), Governor Christie an-
nounced that Lt. Governor Kim
Guadagno will join him seeking re-
election in 2013:

“After being able to sit down and
speak with Kim, I am thrilled that she
is going to be part of the team as we
seek to serve the people of New Jer-
sey for another four years. She has
made the role of Lt. Governor a unique
and invaluable one as the State’s num-
ber one economic development ad-
vocate on behalf of our people, our
homegrown talent and our resources.
She is a trusted adviser and friend
who I’m glad to have as my partner in
both reelection and public service.”

Mike DuHaime
Chris Christie for Gov., Inc.

Navy Will Again Have an Enterprise
The USS Enterprise (CVN-65), on her

final mission, was decommissed on Sat-
urday, December 1, 2012.

The next super carrier will carry the
name Enterprise. This will honor those
that have served on the various different
Enterprise’s that have been in our Navy
for over 200 years. I am deeply con-
cerned that our history and the sacrifices
made by many Americans for our free-
doms are being lost and not having a ship
by the name Enterprise only makes the
matter worse. What happened to the In-
trepid, Yorktown, Saratoga, Lexington,
Hornet, Laffey and Johnston? It is too
easy to forget or never learn of these hero
ships whose crews fought and died for
our freedoms that we take for granted. I
can’t understand how we can know where
we are going as a nation if we don’t know
where we came from.

In an earlier letter, I asked for people to
sign an on-line petition requesting that
there will be another USS Enterprise
protecting our county on the high seas.

Apparently, there were many more of

like-minded people. The media reported
that Navy Department Secretary Ray
Mabus said in a video message during the
decommissioning ceremony that a future
aircraft carrier would be named USS En-
terprise (CVN-80) after the delivery of
the next two super carriers. It was also
reported that this was greeted with a
standing ovation.

All those who signed the petition and
contacted the Navy Department have been
told there will be a replacement Enter-
prise protecting our nation. This new
Enterprise will honor those that have
served on all the earlier eight Enterprises
and, in fact, all Americans that have worn
the uniform of our country and serve as a
link to our origins as a free nation.

We will have to assure that any future
Navy Department lives up to this com-
mitment, but at this point all those that
spoke up deserve a job well done. Our
country listened to our voices and the
“Big E” will return.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

See more letters on page 5


