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Quijano & Cryan: N. J. MVC
Needs to Explain ‘Waste and Abuse’

Mayors Council on Watershed
To Meet Dec. 13 in Cranford

Shore Communities Get
$12.9 Mil. In FEMA Funds

County Awarded $1 Mil.
Nat’l Emergency Grant

COUNTY – Union County has
been awarded nearly $1 million as
part of a National Emergency Grant
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Labor (USDOL) and the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development. The grant will be used
to hire unemployed Union County
residents to assist with Hurricane
Sandy cleanup and recovery efforts.

“The Freeholder Board is happy to
not only be able to provide an addi-
tional layer of aid to some of our
hardest hit communities; but we are
even more pleased that in the wake of
Sandy’s devastating blow, we can
find a way to progressively move
forward by creating jobs for those
members of our community that need
them most,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said.

The grant award, which is the
equivalent of 58 positions, is part of
a larger $15.6 million award that was
given to the state by the USDOL to
give temporary jobs to unemployed
residents through local government
agencies that need to restore public
lands and infrastructure.

In addition to work directly related
to post-Sandy clean up, these jobs
may also include working on projects
that provide food, clothing, shelter
and other humanitarian assistance for
disaster victims. The duration of
employment is limited to six months
or 1,040 hours, and a maximum wage

of $12,000 per worker, excluding
fringe benefits.

“The County Workforce Invest-
ment Board is working closely with
municipalities and non-profit agen-
cies in identifying how and where we
can deploy workers,” Freeholder
Mirabella said. “We are hopeful that
through these grant dollars we can
put hundreds of residents to work.”

Applicants eligible for employment
through National Emergency Grant
funding are: Workers who have been
temporarily or permanently dislo-
cated as a result of the disaster; eli-
gible dislocated workers who are
unemployed and not receiving un-
employment compensation (UI) or
other types of income support (such
as WorkFirst N.J.) and individuals
who are long-term unemployed.

Union County will be imple-
menting the grant through the One-
Stop Career Center, which will
assist in determining individuals
who are eligible, and deploying
them to fill the specified tempo-
rary jobs.

For additional information or to
find out if about qualifications for
temporary employment under the
requirements of the N.J. Depart-
ment of Labor, contact the Eliza-
beth One-Stop Career Center at
(908) 558-8005 or the Plainfield
One-Stop Career Center at (908)
757-9090.

TRENTON – Assembly Demo-
crats Annette Quijano and Joseph
Cryan (both D-20, Union) have
called on the New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission (MVC) to explain
the waste and abuse detailed in a
new report released by the state au-
ditor.

Chief among the report’s findings
was that the MVC failed to procure
an anticipated savings of roughly $11
million per year because it continued
to pay a contractor – Parsons Envi-
ronment and Infrastructure Group –
nearly the same rate to perform in-
spections even after the state elimi-
nated the safety inspection require-
ment. The report also detailed several
other missed savings opportunities,
as well as the questionable use of the
MVC’s own vehicle fleet by employ-
ees.

“This report paints a picture of the
MVC as nothing short of dysfunc-
tional,” Assemblywoman Quijano

said. “Wasteful spending on over-
paid contractors and the question-
able use of state vehicles and E-Z
pass transponders all end up being a
burden that falls squarely on the
shoulders of taxpayers. The MVC
appears to have a ‘do as I say, not as
I do’ mentality when it forces resi-
dents to deal with reductions in ser-
vices and facility closings while it
refuses to tighten its own purse
strings.”

“The elimination of safety inspec-
tions was intended to procure a size-
able savings for the state,” Assem-
blyman Cryan said.

“Instead, the MVC continued to
pay a contractor essentially the same
rate for performing less work. With-
out any explanation on MVC’s part,
this equates to blatant thievery. It also
adds insult to injury for the countless
residents who have seen their services
cut and facilities closed,” Assembly-
man Cryan said.

Union County Police to Go Through
Accreditation Process by Chiefs Panel

CRANFORD – The Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control will be meeting at
the Cranford Municipal Building
on Thursday, December 13 at 7:30
p.m. to update residents on the
progress of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers evaluation of flood
mitigation projects including the
development of the South Moun-
tain Regional Detention Basin.
Parking for the event will be across
the street from the municipal build-
ing still under repair from the dam-
age brought by Hurricane Irene in
2011.

Dan Aschenbach, former
Cranford mayor, said, “Most New
Jerseyans hearts go out to resi-
dents of the shore and the state
and federal government have to
be strong partners in rebuilding.”

“We do have to remind the Gov-
ernor and State Legislative, how-
ever, we are not minced meat and
should not be forgotten with re-
gards to the funding needs to move
ahead with flood control. Many
homes and businesses after Irene
in the Rahway River Watershed
had significant impacts. In
Cranford alone over 1,600 homes
were damaged and in Rahway
many homeowners had numerous
repetitive losses. While the fed-
eral and state governments have

helped to get lives back in order in the
watershed area, the prediction of nine
inches of rain prior to Superstorm Sandy
sent residents into a panic,” Mr.
Aschenbach stated.

“The mayors of 11 communities have
been working to implement projects to
reduce water elevations during peak
storm conditions through several projects
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
evaluating,” Mr. Aschenbach stated.

The South Mountain Regional Deten-
tion Basin would be located near
Campbell Mill Pond in Essex County’s
South Mountain Reservation and would
lower water elevations of the Rahway
River during peak storm conditions by
almost three feet in Millburn, Union and
Springfield and about 1.5 feet in Cranford
and also benefit the City of Rahway, Mr.
Aschenbach said. He also said the project
has been cited as being beneficial to
flood storage projects being considered
for Lenape Park in Kenilworth.

A funding request to Governor Chris
Christie and the State Legislature was
made in late June to conduct the envi-
ronmental assessments so Essex County,
the City of Orange and the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP)
can be assured about any impacts.

The Mayors Council has invited the
Governor and State Legislative leaders
to Cranford to get updated on the projects
so movement from evaluation to con-
struction can get done.

COUNTY – A team of assessors
from the New Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police
(NJSACOP) is scheduled to per-
form an on-site assessment of the
Union County Police Department
on Thursday, December 13. The
process includes an examination
of the department’s policies, pro-
cedures, management, operations
and support services, as well as
public comments by phone or mail.

Accreditation from NJSACOP
signifies that a police department
has voluntarily achieved 112 goals
recognized by expert law enforce-
ment professionals. The assessment
team includes law enforcement
practitioners who will review writ-
ten materials, conduct interviews,
and visit offices and other loca-
tions where compliance with the
standards can be observed.

After assessment is complete
the team will report to the full
commission, which will then de-

cide if the police department is granted
accredited status. As part of the on-site
assessment, police department employ-
ees and members of the community are
invited to offer comments by calling
(908) 368-7882 on Friday, December 14
between 9 and 11 a.m. Telephone com-
ments are limited to five minutes and
must address the agency’s ability to com-
ply with the NJSACOP standards.

Alternatively, written comments regard-
ing the police department’s ability to com-
ply with the standards for accreditation
may be submitted to the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, Law En-
forcement Accreditation Commission, One
Greentree Centre, Suite 201, Marlton, N.J.
08053. A copy of the standards is available
at the Union County Police Department
located at 300 North Ave, East, in Westfield.
For more information, call Lieutenant
Dean Falzarano at (908) 789-6832. Ac-
creditation is valid for a three-year period
during which time the agency must submit
annual reports attesting to its continued
compliance with the standards.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
‘TIS THE HOLIDAYS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, left, board Vice-Chairman Linda Carter and Freeholder Christopher
Hudak, attended the Union County Christmas Tree and Menorah Lighting
Celebration during the 29th annual Holiday Nature Craft Show at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside on Sunday.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tors Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) have an-
nounced the second round of federal
funding to help reimburse New Jer-
sey municipalities for cleanup work
completed in the wake of Superstorm
Sandy.

This round of funding includes
more than $12.9 million in Fed-
eral  Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Public Assis-
tance funding to reimburse local
governments for debris removal
in  Middletown,  Howel l ,
Eatontown, Asbury Park, Long
Branch, and Beach Haven.

“In the wake of Superstorm Sandy,
local governments acted quickly to
keep families and communities safe,
and this federal funding will help
ease the burden of recovery costs for
municipalities,” said Sen.
Lautenberg, vice-chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on Homeland Security, which
funds FEMA.

“These federal grants will help
municipalities recover, but there is
much more work to be done to en-
sure that our state can rebuild stron-
ger than ever. We will continue work-
ing with state and local governments
to provide federal resources for cit-
ies and towns across New Jersey,”
Sen Lautenberg said.

“This was a devastating storm and
now our local governments – those
who did whatever it took to keep their
neighborhood and residents safe –
need our help,” Sen. Menendez said.

“I’m pleased these additional mu-
nicipalities will be reimbursed for
the swift, emergency action they
took. And we will continue work-
ing to ensure that every local gov-
ernment will get the resources they
need to help make up for the cost
burden Sandy laid upon them, al-
lowing them to fully recover and
rebuild.”

FEMA is reimbursing local gov-
ernments for the following debris
removal costs: $4,062,255 for
Middletown,  $1,312,500 for
Howel l ,  $1,506,000 for
Eatontown, $1,399,012 for Asbury
Park,  $1,055,475 for  Long
Branch, and $3,643,769 for Beach
Haven.

Public assistance grants are
awarded by FEMA on a rolling basis
after receiving applications from the
state, which coordinates the process
with local governments. These grants
are the second of more rounds of
municipal FEMA reimbursements to
be announced.

In the first round of funding,
FEMA reimbursed local govern-
ments $8.3 million as follows:
$1,125,000 for Plainfield,
$3,937,500 for Manalapan,
$1,668,150 for Little Silver and
$1,582,350 for Keansburg.

Sen. Lautenberg and Sen.
Menendez are working in the Senate
to increase the federal cost share of
recovery efforts to 90 percent and
ease the burden on state and local
governments rebuilding from
Superstorm Sandy.


