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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Courtesy of Linda Beaudry Condrillo
BOROUGH LIGHTS...The annual Christmas tree lighting is a borough-wide
event symbolizing that the holidays have officially arrived in Mountainside. This
year’s tree boasts 1,200 new multi-colored energy-efficient LED lights, and is
topped with a white star. The local Lions Club received a grant from the Watts
Foundation for the upgraded lighting, as well as for the installation. Mountainside
Girl Scouts were on hand to sing holiday tunes at the December 1 ceremony.
Borough residents sipped hot chocolate and munched on cookies sold by the
Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee, then headed off to the Union
Sports Arena for ice skating, courtesy of the Mountainside Recreation Department.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN…Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, right,
counts down the lighting of the borough’s Christmas tree on Saturday night as
Santa and a few excited children look on.

bus ride. Residents may call the
recreation department at (908) 789-
4080 to register.

 Ms. Kastner also said the 100-
year celebration of the Westfield
Community Band will take place at
its annual holiday concert to be
held Wednesday, December 12,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Edison
Intermediate School Auditorium,
800 Rahway Avenue. Senior trans-
portation is available by calling
(908) 301-1287. Admission is free.

Mr. Kaufmann said the depart-
ment has postponed seeking bids
for work on the Jefferson Elemen-
tary School field until the begin-
ning of 2013. Commission member
Peter Eschausse said he is looking
forward to adding 30 to 40 new
parking spaces at Tamaques Park in
2013.

At the end of the short meeting,
Mr. Kaufmann said that, in the com-
ing year, the commission would
consider signage for no-smoking
restrictions at all municipal parks
and playing fields.
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Photo courtesy of Ben Demarzo
WILD RIDE...New Jersey lawmakers visit the Jersey Shore last Thursday to meet
with local elected officials to discuss plans to rebuild the area after Superstorm
Sandy devastated the coast on October 29.  The iconic roller coaster that once stood
on the end of the Funtown Pier in Seaside Heights now sits in the ocean.

Avenue in Westfield.
Mr. Paterson charged that Union

County Improvement Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Charlotte
DeFilippo, “is the person that is
giving these contracts out.” Ms.
DeFilippo is chairwoman of the
Union County Democratic Party.

“How do we know that since she
is part of this (fund-raising) cam-
paign of yours every November
election that she is not allowing
them to pad with taxpayer money
their contracts and then turn around
and donate to you?” Mr. Paterson
asked.

He said Union County does not
have Pay-to-Play laws governing
non-competitive contracts. “To me,
it looks like there is some sort of
abuse possibly going on. I can’t
prove anything; that would be re-
ally tough to prove,” Mr. Paterson
said.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
responded, “I don’t believe there is
any abuse of taxpayer dollars from
that standpoint and I also believe
we are in adherence to all state laws
and regulations as far as campaign
contributions are concerned and of
the awarding of contracts.”

Mr. Barry added that, “The
County of Union is in complete
compliance with the Pay-to-Play
legislation in the State of New Jer-
sey. All awards are done through a
fair and open process.”

He said engineering firms are all
listed on a pre-qualified list and
that there is a competitive process
for county work.

“Any allegations to the contrary

are not accurate. There is a com-
petitive process and the (contract)
awards are made by this board solely
and exclusively on the recommen-
dations of the county engineer, the
director of the Department of Engi-
neering and Public Works and the
county manager and no one else,”
Mr. Barry stated.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Summit Coun-
cilman Tom Getzendanner said he
was worried about a proposal to put
the county’s two golf courses, Gal-
loping Hill in Kenilworth and
Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, “under
the wing of the UCIA [Union
County Improvement Authority] in
order to dodge (New Jersey’s) 2-
percent cap constraints.”

The freeholders went into execu-
tive session after Thursday’s meet-
ing to discuss “potential contract
negotiations between the County
of Union and the Union County
Improvement Authority relative to
golf operations.” The county signed
a contract a few years ago with
Illinois-based KemperSports to op-
erate its golf courses after closing
the Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark.

Mr. Getzendanner added that he
believes the county needs to merge
its sheriff’s and county police de-
partments to reduce spending. He
also said the county should move to
freeholder districts instead of nine
at-large board seats and that this
proposal should be placed before
voters as a referendum next year.
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Union County Freeholders

Voters rejected the referendum in
all 25 voting districts spread across
Westfield’s four wards. Westfield’s
number of registered voters has in-
creased to 21,797 since the Sep-
tember vote, according to the Union
County Board of Elections.

The $3.3-million turf field in-
cluded in the September 24 refer-
endum is not on next week’s refer-
endum following feedback from
residents. School officials have said
if the bond passes, WHS and possi-
bly one of the other school roofs
would be replaced during the sum-
mer of 2013, with the remaining
roofs completed during the sum-
mer of 2014.

“If the bond fails, budget reduc-
tions would have to be in place for
three to four more years, as the
remainder of the roofs are repaired
and replaced,” school officials said
on the website.

The district has warned residents
that upwards of 50 positions could
be cut if the referendum is defeated,
as well as school programs, and
class sizes could increase, as the
district would need to budget $4
million each of the next three years.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SIDEWALK SERENADE…Members of the International Alphorn Society
entertain shoppers in Downtown Westfield on Saturday.

WF Planning Board OKs
Wallberg Avenue Subdivision

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board heard two sepa-
rate applications pertaining to sub-
division lots at its Monday night
meeting.

The board first heard from Ralph
Rapuano, who is seeking minor
subdivision approval for 836
Wallberg Avenue. Mr. Rapuano
wishes to subdivide the existing
lot into two equal-size lots to cre-
ate one new building lot. Mr.
Rapuano appeared before the board
with his  engineer,  Will iam
Horowitz. Mr. Horowitz advised
the board of the lot’s 17,536-
square-foot size. He then explained
the plans to “subdivide the prop-
erty into two parcels.” Mr.
Horowitz assured the board that
this conformed to the requirements
in the RS-8 zone. Mr. Horowitz
also supplied the board with drawn
construction plans.

Rob Shaefer, a neighbor of the
Wallberg Avenue site, approached
the board with an issue about the
application. Mr. Shaefer expressed
concern about increased density.

“The existing driveway closest
to you will be completely re-
moved,” Mr. Rapuano responded.

Planning board member Robert
Newell then asked his fellow board
members, “Since no architecture
is proposed, should he return for
another meeting?” The board
agreed and made a motion for the
minor subdivision. Mr. Rapuano’s
application was then approved.

The board then heard an appli-
cation by D. Villane Construction
LLC for minor subdivision ap-
proval to subdivide two existing
lots at 836 and 846 Grant Avenue.
The construction would result in
three new conforming single-fam-

ily homes, Don Villane said. As it
is a minor subdivision, no vari-
ances are required.

“I will finalize the design if the
board approves [the plans],” Mr.
Villane said.

Westfield Town Planner Bill
Drew responded that, “The design
is acceptable, but subject to some
modifications.”

Residents of Grant Avenue ap-
proached the board to express their
concerns with Mr. Villane’s appli-
cation. One woman claimed she
did not receive enough notice about
the construction.

“Notice is not required for a mi-
nor subdivision as it does not need
a variance. The applicant served
notice as a courtesy,” Mr. Drew
explained. The woman said she also
was concerned with the number of
trees removed from the property.

A resident of Garfield Avenue,
adjacent to Grant Avenue, found
an issue pertaining to drainage.
Board member Francis M. Smith
stated, “Each property will have a
drainage plan. It’s required in
Westfield.” The Garfield Avenue
resident said he believes water
could harm his property if con-
struction bars it from properly
draining.

Mr. Drew affirmed, “The ordi-
nance says water cannot be directed
toward a neighbor’s property.” The
man was advised to contact his
town council representative if he
felt this issue still posed a threat.
The board then made a motion to
approve the application after Mr.
Smith stated that Mr. Villane must
appear before the board again with
additional plans.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, January 7, 2013,
at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

dents may register for Union County
First Alert at ucfirstalert.org.

In addition, Mr. Mirabelli an-
nounced the formation of a Media and
Information Committee to further
improve lines of communication be-
tween the Mountainside administra-
tion and members of the public.

The Media and Information Com-
mittee, chaired by Councilman Glen
Mortimer, had its first public ses-
sion this past Monday evening to
begin devising methods to improve
communication lines. Council
members Deanna Andre and Bob
Messler are also on the committee.

Mr. Mortimer described the coun-
cil members’ efforts before the
meeting with the public, stating,
“We met with Mayor [Andy]
Skibitsky to get an idea of what
they were doing in Westfield. They
had some success with Facebook
and Twitter. They also used a town-
wide conference call. We also met
with Kevin Tighe, the webmaster
for the Mountainside school sys-
tem. He showed us ways that would
aid a website to incorporate
Facebook and Twitter pretty
seamlessly by getting information
out to the public.”

Mr. Mortimer also echoed Mr.
Mirabelli, stating the public’s best
option should be to register for
Union County First Alert.

During the Media and Informa-
tion Committee meeting, ideas were
discussed by council members and
members of the public. Some sug-
gestions included making the
borough’s website more user-
friendly with better access to infor-
mation disseminated during an
emergency. In addition, it was sug-

gested that a Facebook page be cre-
ated for the borough, which would
also integrate Twitter.

The borough also will investi-
gate cost-effective telephone-
based systems, such as Google
Voice or Honeywell Instant Alert,
which currently is employed by
the Mountainside school district.
These phone systems can deliver a
single message to multiple recipi-
ents by telephone, cell phone, e-
mail or text.

Mr. Mortimer stated the commit-
tee also would investigate radio
communication. “Westfield actually
has a station (AM 1690), currently
not being used. Perhaps we can
partner with them in the future. [It
is] not something that’s going to
happen in the next few weeks, but it
is possible for the future,” he said.

Mr. Messler commented on the
committee’s efforts thus far, stating,
“These are different avenues to get the
information out in case one fails. There
will be multiple hits of the same infor-
mation, like Facebook, Twitter,
Mountainside [webpage], Union
County First Alert; all will have the
same information. But if they fail, and
there’s a power outage like last time,
how are we going to get the message
out? And that’s what these other steps
are for.”

Mr. Messler said, “They’re not
easy other steps. Some of these other
steps are going to be a little longer
[to implement]…So these are other
things we’re looking at; these are
viable ideas.”

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, December 18, at 8 p.m.
at the Mountainside Borough Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council

FW Planning Bd. OK’s
Temp. Wireless Facility

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Planning
Board last Wednesday approved a tempo-
rary wireless communication facility for T-
Mobile cellular service provider in the back
lot of Young’s Paint & Varnish Company
at 1 South Avenue.

T-Mobile recently lost access to a 137-
foot energy tower in Fanwood when
PSE&G dismantled it for the North Central
Reliability Project (NCRP), which is re-
placing old towers to increase voltage ca-
pacity. The project is slated for completion
in June 2014.

The temporary facility will consist of a
100-foot, ballast-mounted tower with six
T-Mobile antennae attached at the top for a
total of 103 feet. T-Mobile’s attorney, Gre-
gory Meese, and four other experts pre-
sented evidence in support of the wireless
communication facility.

Mr. Meese said the temporary cell tower
would maintain critical coverage during
PSE&G’s project. He said the U.S. Census
shows that “over 30 percent of Americans
now rely on wireless communications al-
most exclusively.” His associate, radio fre-
quency expert Joe Menio, stated that 40
cellular calls to 9-1-1 were made from the
site area in the last seven months.

Josh Cottrell, T-Mobile’s civil engineer-
ing expert, testified that the temporary fa-
cility would be non-disruptive. He said the
tower requires no generator and would not
create noise. The only employee on-site
would be a technician visiting every four to
six weeks. He assured the board that the
facility would use only two parking spaces
and would not require any on-site digging
or tree removal.

Timothy Kronk, a land-use planning
expert, exhibited computer simulations il-

lustrating how the temporary tower would
be largely shielded from view by the Terrill
Road overpass, the paint store and sur-
rounding trees. In addition, T-Mobile would
enclose the base of the tower with a chain-
link fence embedded with green privacy
slats.

Questioning the safety of a ballasted
temporary tower, board member John
Celardo remarked, “We had a bit of a wind
event a couple of weeks ago.” He wondered
whether this tower could withstand a hurri-
cane like Sandy.

Mr. Cottrell assured him that temporary
facilities are tested for extreme conditions.
Mr. Kronk added, “We had approximately
10 temporary facilities that were up during
the storm, and we had no problems with any
of them.”

Mr. Meese told the board that the Scotch
Plains Planning Board approved two such
temporary sites at its October 10 meeting.
He said that Union County has already
approved this site, and he reported that this
tower might help minimize the number of
temporary towers needed during NCRP,
since it can expand to 150 feet if other
displaced carriers would like to join on.

Many variances were required to allow
the placing of the tower and its height.
Furthermore, the borough does not allow
chain-link fences, and its ordinances permit
only one tower. Nevertheless, the board
granted T-Mobile’s temporary facility con-
ditional approval.

“The key word, to me, is temporary.
Otherwise, I wouldn’t be happy about a
new tower,” Board Chairman Jack Molenaar
said.

If the tower is still standing in two years,
T-Mobile will have to come before the
planning board to brief members on the
status of its removal.

SP Defers Adding $300K
Emergency Funding

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council agreed on Tuesday to put off until
Tuesday, December 18, a decision on add-
ing $300,000 to the $500,000 emergency
appropriation already approved for Hurri-
cane Sandy recovery efforts. The move
came after some council members said
more time was needed to analyze the re-
quest, which was made by Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill.

Mr. Underhill said the additional fund-
ing would be used to pay more than
$100,000 for the removal of large tree
stumps in public rights-of-way and for
repairs to sidewalks and driveways dam-
aged by uprooted trees during the late Oc-
tober hurricane. He told the council at its
conference meeting that a tub grinder — in
essence, a piece of construction equipment
that serves as a wood chipper — would also
be required at the former Terry-Lou Zoo
property, where much of the collected de-
bris is being stored and awaits shredding.

The request for the additional
$300,000 came just two weeks after the
council agreed to a $500,000 emergency
appropriation to fund the initial round of
hurricane cleanup.

Councilman Michael Marcus was hesi-
tant, however, to move on the latest re-
quest, saying that the council had been
provided with the request shortly before
Tuesday’s meeting without adequate time
to digest the particulars of the expenses
involved. He also lamented that the reso-
lution had been included on the agenda at
the last minute, meaning, “the public
doesn’t know about this.” Mr. Marcus
said a “quick decision on such important
issues and large expenditures gives me
concern.”

Mr. Underhill said the funding needs to
be acted upon before the end of the year,
and said his request this week was made in

order to give the township’s bond attorney
enough time to arrange a note sale, the
proceeds of which will provide the actual
funding. He emphasized the short time
frame to take action, leading Mr. Marcus
to say that while he understands that “an
emergency is an emergency, this is really
last minute.”

Both Mr. Underhill and Councilman
Kevin Glover, who will become mayor in
January, noted that the federal govern-
ment would reimburse the township for 75
percent of its storm-related expenses.

Addressing other aspects of the
township’s post-storm recovery efforts,
Mr. Underhill said more than 21,000 cu-
bic yards of debris have been collected, a
good deal of which still sits in a pile at the
zoo property. He said that representatives
from PSE&G would be available to an-
swer storm-related questions from resi-
dents at a meeting on Monday, December
17, at 7 p.m. at the municipal building.

In response to a comment from Mayor
Mary DePaola, Mr. Underhill said it was
important for residents to be aware that
once township workers clear their streets of
storm debris, they will not return to collect
additional debris placed at the curb. He said
he will post on the township’s website the
streets considered as having been cleared of
storm debris, with only leaves left to be
collected in the coming weeks.

The council also gave approval to a
resolution authorizing a temporary agree-
ment with Union County for the provision
of four temporary county workers to assist
with debris pickup, with all related financ-
ing for those workers being provided by
the county. The county is funding the
temporary workers through a $1 million
National Emergency Grant it has been
awarded. The U.S. Department of Labor
and the New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development sponsored
the grant.


