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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
FRENCH FARCE…French maid Victoire (Taylor Jackson) seduces naive Maxime (Jack Mustard) in the Westfield High
School production of A Little Hotel on the Side, presented last weekend. Angelique Pinglet, played by Michaela Tropeano,
at right, enjoys watching the cat-and-mouse game they play. A complete review will appear in next week’s edition.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Children sit on Santa’s lap to discuss their Christmas wish list on
Saturday night at Garwood’s annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony.
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Westfield Baseball League
To Upgrade Gumbert Field 1

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s recre-
ation commission held its final meet-
ing of 2012 on Monday night at the
municipal building. The commission
is already looking forward to the
spring season for Westfield Baseball.

Dan Duffy and Al Rabinowitz of
the Westfield Baseball League told
the commission they intend to make
upgrades to the Gumbert 1 field be-
fore the start of the season. Mr.
Rabinowitz said they would put sod
in the infield and purchase a better
grade of clay to be used on the
baselines. Mr. Duffy said the clay
they are using now does not hold up
well, and by the season’s end it is full
of sand.

The league representatives also said
they would improve the irrigation
system at the field. They said they
have gotten a few estimates for the
work and expect it to cost approxi-
mately $15,000 to $18,000. Mr. Duffy
said each participating family would
be asked to put up a bond of $100.
Parents will be asked to work at the

field two shifts during the season. If
they do, the $100 will be refunded. If
not, the money will stay with the
league.

Recreation Department Director
Bruce Kaufmann said because storm
cleanup is still ongoing, there are no
public works employees available to
work on the fields.

“I’ll have a contractor come in and
aerate the fields,” Mr. Kaufmann said.

In response to a neighbor’s request
to take down or cover the sign on the
Gumbert 1 fence which says Westfield
Baseball, the commission voted to
keep the sign up all year round, say-
ing the expense of covering it is un-
warranted.

Traci Kastner, recreation depart-
ment program coordinator, said the
New York City Light Tour will be
held this Tuesday, December 11, and
will cost $55 per person. The bus will
leave the Westfield Memorial Pool
parking lot, located at 713
Cumberland Avenue, at 3:30 p.m.
and return at around 10:30 p.m. A
boxed lunch will be provided for the
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BAN FRACKING...Environmental and community groups come together last
Wednesday to rally and build support for the fracking waste ban at local
legislators’ district offices around the state, including Senator Tom Kean, Jr.’s
office in Westfield, shown here.

Prosecutor Probes Whether
Workers Took Generators

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County Coun-
sel Robert Barry acknowledged last
Thursday that the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO) has
launched a probe into allegations that
some county employees took home
county-owned generators during
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Barry, speaking at Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing, said the county has suspended its
own investigation until the
prosecutor’s office completes its
probe.

“The county administration initi-
ated an inquiry, but that has been
suspended at the request of, and pend-
ing the completion of, an inquiry
being conducted by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. We have, and
will continue to, cooperate with the
prosecutor’s office in their inquiry
and, at its conclusion, we will com-
plete our inquiry and take whatever
administrative actions we deem ap-
propriate,” Mr. Barry said.

He said he expects that within a
few weeks, the county will “be able
to respond to some of the other alle-
gations made tonight.”

“We look forward to completion of
the prosecutor’s inquiry and we are
ready to take any action necessary.
The misuse of generators by public
employees during a time when the
public is suffering is inexcusable,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said in a statement.

A spokesman for the UCPO said
he could “neither confirm nor deny”
than an inquiry has been launched.

At Thursday’s meeting, Tina

Renna, president of the Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWA), said
a review of county documents she
obtained through an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request she
placed showed the county had pur-
chased “tens of thousands of dollars”
worth of generators.

Mrs. Renna said she has recom-
mended that the FBI take over the
investigation because “federal mon-
ies were used to purchase genera-
tors.”

“Were these generators the ones
that went home with county employ-
ees or were these generators needed
because county employees took home
generators and they weren’t available
to the public?” Mrs. Renna asked.

In other business, members of
UCWA questioned the board on the
county’s policy on non-competitive
contracts and alleged that firms re-
ceiving these contracts might be paid
extra so that they can, in turn, contrib-
ute to county Democrats who hold all
nine seats on the freeholder board.

“These people that are getting these
professional contracts…all donate to
the political party in control of this
county,” charged Bruce Paterson of
Garwood, who read off a half dozen
contracts on Thursday’s agenda, to-
taling almost $1.5 million.

Of that amount, three contracts,
totaling $653,000, were awarded to
the Birdsall Services Group of
Cranford. Those contracts included
remediation work at Meisel Avenue
Park in Springfield, replacement of
the East Hazelwood Avenue Bridge
in Rahway, and well monitoring at
the former Venneri Complex on North

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Voters to Decide $13.6-Mil.
Bond Ref. For Roofs on Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield voters
will go to the polls this Tuesday,
December 11, for the second time in
three months to cast ballots on a bond
referendum sought by the Westfield
Board of Education to replace 77
percent of the district’s roofs. Polls
will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Tuesday’s referendum is for $13.6
million to replace roofs at 12 district-
owned buildings. According to the
district’s website, $4 million of the
bond would be used for the roof at
Westfield High School (WHS), which
school officials have listed as a top
priority. Eighty-three percent of
WHS’ roof is set to be replaced.

The estimated costs for the other

roofs included in the proposed bond
are: Roosevelt Intermediate School,
$1,673,189; Edison Intermediate
School, $2,314,927; Washington El-
ementary School, $1,180,960;
Tamaques Elementary School,
$1,031,815; Lincoln Early Childhood
Center, $358,406; Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, $1,259,345; Franklin
Elementary School, $462,914; Wil-
son Elementary School, $366,698;
McKinley Elementary School,
$84,577; Kehler Stadium Field
House, $226,240, and the Board of
Education Administration Building,

$575,184.
Voters in September rejected a

nearly $17-million referendum to
replace roofs on school buildings as
well as a proposed $3.3-million
lighted turf soccer field at Westfield
High School. Voters rejected that ref-
erendum by a tally of 3,881 no votes
to 1,511 yes votes. Twenty-five per-
cent of Westfield’s 21,391 registered
voters cast ballots, most of whom
were at the polls, with 130 voters
using mail-in ballots, according to
the Union County Clerk’s website.
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Westfield Police, Fire and Rescue
Praised at Council Meeting

BY LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council on Tuesday night re-
viewed a resolution for approval at
the Tuesday, December 11 meeting
that would establish the meeting
dates for all of next year’s council
meetings and set the annual reorga-
nization meeting for Wednesday,
January 2, at 7 p.m.

The new schedule will have con-
ference sessions and regular meet-
ings on the same nights, with confer-
ence sessions beginning at 7:30 p.m.
and regular meetings at 8 p.m. with

meetings being held twice a month,
with the exception of July and Au-
gust, when the council will only meet
once each month.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, this new schedule will
“offer more filmed meetings.”

In 2012 there were 21 planned
conference sessions and 21 planned
public meetings, and should this new
schedule be approved for 2013, there
will be 22 of each type.

With none of the conference or
public sessions happening on sepa-
rate evenings, Third Ward Council-
man Dave Haas said, “I’m not thrilled

with that, but that’s okay.”
In other business, Westfield Art

Association President Paul Deroo
announced that the profits from the
gallery show and sale will go to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
The event will be held over the week-
end of December 14, 15 and 16 in the
community room at the Westfield
Municipal Building.

Mr. Deroo praised the police de-
partment, fire department and rescue
squad for their work on the night of
Superstorm Sandy. “The police de-
partment and others earned their sal-
ary that night…big time,” Mr. Deroo
told the council. He said he witnessed
police and fire personnel out work-
ing on Central Avenue at the height of
the storm during what he called
“frightening conditions.”

Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan
praised the art association for com-
mitting its profits to the rescue
squad, and echoed Mr. Deroo’s sen-
timents. “We just really appreciate
all the hard work and effort that is
put into keeping this town safe,”
Acting Mayor Neylan said of the
emergency personnel.

The council also reviewed a reso-
lution for approval next week which
will authorize the purchase of three
2012 Ford Police Intercepters Utility
AWD vehicles for the police depart-
ment for $75,330. The vehicles will
be purchased from Beyer Warnock in
East Hanover.

Additionally, the council reviewed
a resolution that will appoint Amal-
gamated General Agencies (AGA) as
the town’s Risk Management Con-
sultant for 2013. The town is required
to hire a risk manager as part of its
participation in the Suburban Mu-
nicipal Joint Insurance Fund (JIF),
and the risk manager is not permitted
to charge a municipality more than 6
percent of the town’s annual assess-
ment. AGA was the only company to
return the town’s request for pro-
posal (RFP), and if approved by both
the council and the JIF, will perform
the service for 2.5 percent of the
annual assessment.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
CONNECTING TO COMMUNITY…During their Tuesday night meeting,
Mountainside Borough Council members discuss ways to communicate more
effectively with residents during emergencies.

MS Council Discusses Ways
To Improve Communication

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil discussed at length methods to
improve communication with the
public in the event of a future emer-
gency or natural disaster.

As covered in a recent edition of
The Westfield Leader, the council
addressed the public during its last
regular public meeting in response
to criticism over the lack of com-

munication in the wake of Hurri-
cane Sandy. The resulting loss of
power disabled normal communi-
cation from the Mountainside ad-
ministration to residents.

During that meeting,
Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
urged Mountainside residents to
register for Union County First
Alert, an emergency-alert system
where registered users can receive
notifications, via text or e-mail, in
the event of an emergency. Resi-


