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Garwood Lions Post
Senior Picnic Date

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club invites all borough se-
nior citizens to attend the annual
“Lions Club Senior Citizens Pic-
nic” on Saturday, September 8,
at the Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, located at the foot of
Willow Avenue in Garwood.

The menu will include hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, corn on the cob,
homemade clam chowder, beer
on tap, soda and dessert. Serving
will begin at noon and the event
will take place rain or shine. Music
will be provided for dancing. Ad-
mission is free to all seniors.

To learn more about Lionism
and obtain information about
membership, call Peggy Briggs at
(908) 654-4977.

Temple Sisterhood
To Meet on Sept. 5

CRANFORD – The opening
meeting for the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
will be held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5, at 8 p.m. at the temple,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford. The program will be a
movie night.

Sisterhood President Myra Stein
will conduct a short business
meeting. She also has announced
that the following members will
serve as officers for the
Sisterhood’s 2012-2013 year:
Treasurer, Liela Bernstein; record-
ing secretary, Sandy Sussman;
corresponding secretary, Marilyn
Kaback; financial secretaries, Gail
Salomon and Sydney Solomon;
membership vice-presidents,
Mollie Sperling, Dorothy Steinbach
and Joan Finkelstein.

The Judaica shop will be open
for holiday giftware. Hospitality
Chairpersons Joan Finkelstein and
Sandra Sussman will serve light
refreshments. For further infor-
mation, call the temple at (908)
276-9231 during office hours.

Christina Hinke  for The Westfield Leader
OPPOSING VIEWS...The Garwood zoning board last Wednesday approved, by a 6-1 tally,
the Westfield Area “Y”’s application for a conditional use variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare to the Washington School, and add a pre-school and a small family fitness
facility. Pictured, clockwise from left, are: attorney Michael Blacker, representing Gary
Maher, who is opposing the application, as attorney for the “Y,” John Schmidt, listens on.
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GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday ap-
proved an application, 6-1, by the
Westfield Area “Y’s” for a condi-
tional use variance to relocate its
Garwood-based childcare to Wash-
ington School, and add a pre-
school and a small family fitness
facility. Wednesday’s hearing was
third and final on the application.

The board stipulated conditions
to add a bike rack, landscaping
around the front, LED lighting on
the signage, to have the free-
standing sign be made of wood, to
place the playground on the front
of the property toward Beech
Street, to continue public use of
the rear, and to have no onsite
parking.

Board member Bruce Paterson
was the sole dissenter, saying he
was against the fitness use.

“It would be geared towards fam-
ily and seniors,” “Y” attorney John
Schmidt said of the fitness use in
his closing remarks.

Some board members expressed
their concern with the building
being vacant for the last two years.

“We have a building here that is
not utilized. We keep spending
our tax money on fixing it up,”
acting board chairman Robert
Pender said.

Thomas Spera, board of educa-
tion (BOE) supervisor of buildings
and grounds, had testified in June
that vandalism has cost the BOE
some $60,000.

“The other big positive is we are
keeping Garwood kids in Garwood.
If there is no day care, no pre-k
here they will have to go to an-
other town,” Mr. Pender said.

“We will continue to offer the
preschool program; it has been
offered by the board of education
in Garwood, and that is ending.
This town will not have a preschool
program unless the YMCA can step
into that…. We think we can do this
in a way that will not interfere with
the use of the neighbors,” Mr.

Schmidt said in his closing.
Attorney Michael Blacker, repre-

senting Gary Maher, who is op-
posed to the application, brought
in engineer Jim Winckowski to
discuss his opinion on the parking
needs.

Based on his parking assess-
ment of the application, Mr.

Winckowski said, “I believe zero
parking provided on site, which
requires 64 spaces accommodated
on neighboring streets, will have a
negative impact [on the neigh-
bors],” he said.

There are 29 parking spots
around the school, he said.

Mr. Winckowski considered the
area around the site to be a high-
density residential area, and did
not agree with parking in front of
residential homes. He said it is not

“good practice” to rely on neigh-
boring roadways to meet the park-
ing needs of the application, which
he said the “Y” is doing with the
fitness center.

“The fitness use is what adds 75
percent of the parking demand,”
he said.

Mr. Blacker said in his closing

remarks, “If you create this fitness
center and allow it, you haven’t
modified the parking requirements
of this ordinance, you have evis-
cerated it.”

“It is going to create more park-
ing on the street…this is not what
the ordinance or the state statutes
had in mind when they passed d
variances. The council has never
changed their ordinance to permit
fitness centers in a residential
neighborhood,” Mr. Blacker said.

He said the fitness center is not an
inherently beneficial use.

The board agreed in its discus-
sion that parking and traffic in the
area would not be an issue, based
on testimony heard by the ex-
perts, and some of their own ex-
perience when Washington School
was is in use.

The “Y’s” Chief Execu-
tive Officer Mark
Elsasser told The
Westfield Leader that
the fitness facility would
be available to new
members who purchase
a Garwood “Y” mem-
bership, and not open
to current Westfield
Area “Y” members. The
daycare and preschool
are open to all commu-
nities. “We would like to
try and get in there as
soon as possible, in the
next month or so,” he
said.

The zoning board also
heard a second applica-
tion for an engineering
company, Hawke North
40, LLC, to open an of-
fice on the first floor at
40-42 North Avenue,
which has been vacant
since a cabinetmaker
left the building. The
board denied the appli-
cation, 6-1, because the
applicant could not pro-
vide the nine parking
spaces necessary to ac-
commodate his busi-

ness. There are four spaces on
site, of which two were inoper-
able, according to borough plan-
ner Victor Vinegra. The owner of
the building, Ed Dudick, said in the
past he had been granted a vari-
ance for parking and could fit nine
cars on the site.

Another resident, Deborah
Banick, was in favor of the applica-
tion because the vacancy of the
building has made the property
unsightly.

Probitas Verus Honos

GW Zoning Bd. OKs ‘Y’ Center at Wash. School, 6-1


