
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, August 30, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Due to a shortage of firepower
throughout the regular season,
the St. “James Gang” sank nearly
to the bottom of the Angels Di-
vision of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League but man-
aged to salvage enough to graze
second-seeded St. Alexander,
7-6, in a losers’ bracket semifi-
nal playoff game at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August
23.

The “James Gang” did, how-
ever, have to withstand a sev-
enth-inning assault from St.
Alexander that nearly resulted
in disaster, which would have
eliminated them from the play-
off and a chance to play in the
annual championship game on
Labor Day.

Veteran Marty Bernstein led
St. James’ charge, going 3-for-
3 with a solo home run, a double
and a single, while scoring three

times. Rob Stratton also went 3-
for-3 with a two-run homer, and
Andy Wilber contributed a two-
run double. Paul Leso and Sal
Gano each singled and scored
once. Jim Killeen, Steve Abrunzo
and Luke Fugett each rapped a
single. Jim Cassidy scored once,
and Tom Maher added an RBI
sacrifice fly.

Lefties Karl Grossmann and
Steve Spoljaric led St.
Alexander’s 11-hit attack.
Grossmann rapped a two-run
double and an RBI single, and
Spoljaric slapped an RBI single
and thumped a triple, while scor-
ing twice. Pitcher Harold Hopler
singled twice, scored once and
added an RBI. Speedy Doc Joe
DeRosa doubled and scored a
run. Floyd Roberts and George
Balint each singled and scored

once. Dave Roth added a single
and an RBI, and Tom Fazio
singled.

St. James got on the board first
when Bernstein hit a fading shot
to center that fooled the outfield-
ers and resulted in a double with
a two-base error in the top of the
first inning. DeRosa led off the
bottom of the inning with a double
of his own, and when Kevin
Woodring stepped to the plate,
teammate Paul Morello shouted,
“Come on Kevin! Get a hold of
one. A little bingo!”

BERNSTEIN HRS, DBLS, SCORES 3; STRATTON HRS; GROSSMANN DOUBLE, SINGLE, THREE RBI

St. James Nips St. Alex, 7-6, in St. Bart’s League Playoff
Instead, Woodring walked then

Hopler later brought DeRosa
home with an RBI single to knot
the score.

The second inning began with
an out, but when Jim Cassidy
stepped to the plate, “Gang”
leader Pete Chemidlin suggested,
“Let’s get a start now Jim!”

Cassidy lined out to short, but
despite Abrunzo’s single, the
“James Gang” failed to score.
However, Gang member Gano
singled in the third and later
scored on Maher’s sac fly to left.

St. James upped its lead to 4-1
in the fourth when Stratton
smashed his two-run shot down
the right field line. After St.
Alexander went down 1-2-3 in
the fourth, Chemidlin said, “Good
inning! Let’s get them!

Wilber’s two-run looping double
gave St. James a 6-1 lead in the
fifth. St. Alex quickly answered
with a run when Spoljaric doubled
and scored on Grossmann’s RBI
single.

When the “James Gang” failed

Williamson, Folinusz, Oblachinski
and DeMartino may be the wide
receivers.

“We have to be able to throw
the ball down the field. Hopefully
Ryan Williamson will be back from
surgery. If not Chris Folinusz and
Johnny Oblachinski will have to
stretch the field and allow us to
throw the ball. We have a bal-
anced offense. I think we have a
chance to have a very successful
offense,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars had success with
their special teams and junior
Troy Ketler was their primary
place kicker. Williamson may do
the punting later in the season.

“He [Ketler] did an outstanding
job last year as a place kicker. He

kicked big field goals throughout
the year. Punting! He’s going to
take on those chores as well.
Hopefully, we will get Ryan back,
because I think he is one of the
best punters in the county,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Coach Rosenmeier expects
good results from his special team
coverage.

“We don’t play just special team
guys. We got guys, if they can
run and hit on the defense, they
can run and hit on special teams.
We are going to expect the guys
to cover and get the job done,”
he Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars open their season
at Watchung Hills on Friday, Sep-
tember 7, at 7 p.m.

Cougars Face Beefed up Schedule
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…St. James first baseman Jim Killeen receives the throw before St.
Alexander’s Paul Morello steps on the bag. The “James Gang” managed to hold off St. Alexander, 7-6.


