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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Interesting scheduling has put
this year’s Cranford High School
football team in a much more
competitive arena with the addi-
tion of Group 4 schools Watchung
Hills and Ridge and the subtrac-
tion of Governor Livingston and
Rahway.

Nevertheless, the Cougars, win-
ners of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 title last year, plan to
go full speed ahead like they did
with their magnificent run for the
title after losing to Summit. From
there, the Cougars’ first-team
defense did not allow a score in
victories over then undefeated
Delaware Valley, Colonia in the
state semifinals and Parsippany
Hills for the title.

“There’s talent. There’s moti-
vation. There’s attitude. We
switched on after the Summit
game to have a championship
attitude. We weren’t going to
give a yard. This year, we have to
come with that attitude from the
get go, because we are not going
to sneak up on anybody,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said.

Four seniors, linemen Ryan
Farrell and Chris Folinusz, line-
backer Nick Diaz and cornerback
Reggie Green will be the leaders
on the defense.

“I think they are excellent play-
ers. They have to play excellent
though. There are a number of
guys, who got on the field last
year, who are now going to have
to come into the role as starters.

They have to step up and under-
stand that they have to play
championship football. I think
we have all the tools to do it,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Juniors Rob O’Shaughnessy and
Mike Pastor, and senior Jeff Weiss
will also be on the defensive line,

with seniors Matt Russo and Rob
Kessler, and junior Brian Bruns
at the end. Other cornerbacks
are senior Evan Zoughy, junior
John Oblachinski and sophomore
Donovan Walker. Other lineback-
ers may be seniors Joe Vicci and
Matt DeMartino, and junior Rob

Delsandro. The safeties are ex-
pected to be senior Jimmy Dwyer,
junior Joe DaSilva and sopho-
mores Luke Christiano and Kevin

QB GREEN LEADS OFFENSE; FOLINUSZ, DIAZ, FARRELL, GREEN TO LEAD THE DEFENSE

Cougar Footballers Will Face Beefed up Schedule
Trotter.

Last year, Folinusz and Diaz
earned a reputation for deliver-
ing crunching hits. This year
should be no different.

“They both are very physical
football players. Some people
understand that hitting is part of

the game. That’s both of their
favorite part of the game. They
love it. That’s the thing that they
seek out. You love that as a
football coach. There are no
apologies here. It’s football!
That’s what we all signed up for,”

Coach Rosenmeier said.
With Green at quarterback, the

Cougars will engineer primarily a
very effective running game that
will be hard to harness.

“Reggie is a tremendous tal-
ent, and he’s even a better kid.
He is a good leader. He has a lot
of physical attributes that give
other teams problems. He’s very
elusive, very fast and he is 215-
lbs. If I were playing him, he’s
definitely the guy I would try to
stop,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Offensive success comes with a
stubborn line. Folinusz could play
any position on the line. Brian
Bruns, Russo and Kessler will be
tackles. The guards will be
O’Shaughnessy, Davis and
Farrell. Weiss and senior Joe
Delayo will be at center.

“Like everything else, it starts
up front. I don’t know if he (Green)
was sacked once last year. Our
biggest challenge this year is
replacing the three spots on the
offensive line that we lost to
graduation. We have two guys
back in Weiss and
O’Shaughnessey, but the three
other spots, we are going to have
to sure up,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Dwyer and Diaz will be at full-
back. The candidates for slot back
are Bobby Bruns, DaSilva,
Walker, Christiano, Zoughy and
Trotter.

“We have two experienced full-
backs. We expect them to be
able to run the triple and give
teams problems. We have a host
of guys who are fighting for posi-
tions out on the slot backs. The
key to that position is that we got
to get people out on the edge to
get space, so they can’t stay
inside and concentrate on
Reggie,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Seniors CJ Taylor and Ryan
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READY TO TACKLE ANOTHER SEASON…The Cranford Cougar football team has 20 seniors ready to tackle another
season. Pictured, left to right, are: Brian Foye, Joe DeLayo, Evan Zoughy, Tom Foye and Matt DeMartino; second row,
Ryan Farrell, Jeff Weiss, Nick Diaz, Tim Lisowski and Jim Dwyer; third row, Matt Russo, Chris Folinusz, Dan Murphy,
Joe Vicci, Bobby Bruns and Rob Kessler; back row, Reggie Green, Ryan Williamson, Clinton Taylor and Jack Davis.


