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Claudia Panizza an award-winning interior designer

with more than 15 years experience providing a complete range

of design services to prominent residential and commercial clients.

With her experience in new construction and remodeling, she

designs both classic and contempory interiors.  But she purposely

avoids a “signature style” so that she can adapt her designs to

meet clients’ wants and needs ..... 35 North 18th Street,  Kenilworth, NJ  07033        Phone: (908) 230-8960
Email:  cpinterdesign@gmail.com

right in the heart of

Kenilworth

CP Design .....

www.CPINTERDESIGN.com

- Theresa Petruzzi
Manchester, New Jersey 

For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

Th eresa Petruzzi knew the story. She had a 2% chance of surviving pancreatic 
cancer. But she wasn’t going down without a fi ght. Instead of choosing to have 
it treated at a well known cancer center, she chose Overlook Medical Center. 
No surprise. Aside from off ering unique treatment and compassionate care, the 
highly skilled medical team at Overlook off ered her the best long term outlook. 
Th eresa was quickly scheduled for a Whipple procedure, a complex surgery 
involving multiple organs and the reconstruction of the digestive tract. When 
that went well, what followed were months of chemotherapy and radiation.
And six years later, Th eresa is still here to talk about it. 

Three NYC Trips: The Final Stop,
Last, But Not Least, Brooklyn

Westfield Family Travels the World
In Alphabetical Order

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It seems alpha-
betical order is not just for organizing
files and folders anymore. The Roth

family of Westfield have taken it to a
new creative level, applying it to their
vacation destination planning. Be-
ginning with Aruba in 1996 and re-
cently returning from Zambia this
past July, the family of four has trav-
eled the countries of the world from
A to Z.

Grace and Dean Roth, along with
their children Nick and Kim, have
walked with lions, driven among wild
elephants and soared in a hot air
balloon above the wildebeest migra-
tion.

They have seen the riches of Dubai
and the poverty of Kenya. They have
dined on reindeer meatballs, cloud-
berries, zebra and crocodile.

It all began with a timeshare in
Aruba, says Mrs. Roth, who owned
and operated the Town Bookstore in
Westfield for 10 years. Soon after,
Mr. Roth won a family trip to the
Bahamas at a golf outing.

Their then preschool-aged son,
Nick (now 19 and attending Siena
College in New York), noticed that he
had been to an “A” country and a “B”
country, and hoped the next one would
start with “C.”

And so their alphabetical adven-
tures continued each summer and
during school breaks for over a de-
cade. They not only explored foreign

lands, but managed to fit in visits to
all 50 states in the United States as
well.

Mr. and Mrs. Roth said they had to
prioritize their finances in order to be
able to afford these trips, which Mr.
Roth estimated has cost approxi-
mately $130,000 total.

Mrs. Roth explained, “We don’t
have fancy cars, we don’t have HBO,
we don’t stay at five-star
hotels….This is our entertainment.”

The Roths admit it was not always
easy traveling with young children
and keeping them engaged.

“When we started, we’d choose
things they had an attention span
for…like animals and beaches,” Mr.
Roth said. “As they got a little older,
we’d prep them with movies either
filmed or set in those places…like
watching ‘Anastasia’ before we went
to Russia.”

Mrs. Roth said they tried to “mix it
up” by visiting something historic,
then walking and exploring outdoors
for awhile, and maybe concluding
with some downtime at the beach.
They also kept museum visits brief.

“They tell me Las Vegas has a
nightlife, but we were crashed by 10
o’clock each night we were there,”
Mr. Roth said. “You have to modify

WALKING WITH LIONS...The Roth Family of Westfield has traveled the globe
in alphabetical order. Here they are seen in Zambia on a walking tour with lions.
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FLYING HIGH...The Roth Family of Westfield, seen here with other tourists in Kenya, enjoy a balloon ride above the plains
during the wildebeest migration.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you haven’t done so already, do
so: Walk across the Brooklyn Bridge.
It is famous, beautiful and offers
amazing views of Manhattan, the East
River, Governor’s Island and the
Statue of Liberty. But don’t neglect

its oft-forgotten neighbor, which I
find to be at least as pretty, if not more
so: the Manhattan Bridge. The two
crossings start out about a quarter-
mile from each other in lower Man-
hattan—the Brooklyn Bridge near
City Hall and the Manhattan in
Chinatown—but wind up near each

other across the river in Brooklyn.
In this final part of our series on

walking tours of some New York City
neighborhoods, we will cross the
bridge and wander the neighborhoods
along the East River, namely between
Brooklyn Heights and the Brooklyn
Navy Yard. But first, the bridges. The
more legendary Brooklyn span, com-
pleted in 1883, has a pedestrian walk-
way over the roadway. The Manhat-
tan Bridge, which opened in 1909,
has one of the more grand-looking
entrances you’ll see, a large colon-
nade and arch on the Manhattan side.

Despite its name, “Dumbo,” which
stands for Down Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge Overpass, actually in-
cludes the neighborhood around both
the Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges.
Art galleries, small shops and cafes
populate this area, along with charm-
ing cobblestone streets. Bring your
camera to capture the views of the
two bridges from below. And marvel
at how anyone can live in one of the
apartment buildings right next to the
Manhattan Bridge, which is home to
a subway line whose trains clatter by
loudly and frequently.

More photo opportunities are avail-
able at Brooklyn Bridge Park along
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROW HOUSES...Park Slope in Brooklyn is one of New York’s most beautiful
neighborhoods.

Chansonettes Ready to Sing
The Sounds Of The Season

Town Book Store to
Host Local Author

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will host author Deanne Hamp-
ton on Saturday, September 8, from
2-4 p.m. Ms. Hampton, a resident of
Westfield, will be on hand to sign
copies of her book, “My Look-Like-
Me Mommy.”

Zachary Zebra and Momma Hippo
are headed off to town to run errands.
But today, Zachary notices some-
thing different. All of his friends look
like their mommies, but he and
Momma Hippo are nothing alike!
Why is Zachary Zebra different? “My
Look-Like-Me Mommy” teaches
children that although they may not
look like their parents, it is love that
makes them theirs.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street, Westfield.

WESTFIELD - The Chansonettes of
Westfield seek new voices as they be-
gin rehearsing for their winter concert
tour entitled “Sounds of the Season.”

The group will be performing this
December at several area locations in-
cluding The Chelsea at Fanwood,
Westfield Senior Housing and Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

The choral program will feature
songs celebrating the sounds of the
winter holidays to come including
“And We Sing Gloria,” “Holiday
Rock,” “Song of Hanukkah,” “The
Christmas Waltz,” and “The Reindeer
Twist.”

The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over 60
years, performs a holiday concert se-
ries in December and a spring concert
series in May of each year. The women
rehearse once a week on Wednesday
nights at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located on Mountain Av-
enue, under the direction of Jean Schork
and accompanied by Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for new
members who enjoy singing and gath-
ering with friends. For  more informa-

tion regarding upcoming concerts, in-
terest in joining the group or booking a
future concert, call presidents Sharon
Costello at (908) 245-9461 or Lauren
Flast at (908) 232-4714.


