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Football Blue Devils Face Stiff Competition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

JIMENEZ HITS 2 HRs, CUZZI HR, STRANIERO 4-FOR-4

Renda Roads Rocks Roselle
For UC 50+ A Division Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“King of the Road” once again!
After being pushed off course for the
title last year, Renda Roads reached
the top once again by toppling the
top-seeded Roselle American Legion,
19-11, in Game 2 to claim the Union
County Senior 50+ A Division cham-
pionship at Tremley Point Field in
Linden on August 21.

The Roadmen won Game 1, 7-5, at
Memorial 2 Field in Linden on Au-
gust 16 and were eager to play on the
launching pad with the short fence at
Tremley and did manage to blast three
home runs. Jim Jimenez jolted a pair
of home runs and finished with four
RBI, and Renda teammate Larry
Cuzzi cracked a three-run shot and

scored twice.
But it was Tom Straniero, who kept

the Roselle defense guessing, as he
slashed four hits all over the field,
including an RBI double that sparked
an eight-run outburst in the second
inning.

“They kept giving me good pitches
to hit tonight. Everybody on our team
hit. We were all spraying the ball
around. Then we got the big bangers
knocking them over the fence,”
Straniero explained.

Every Renda player did contrib-
ute, at least, one hit. Steve Toth rapped
an RBI triple, an RBI double and an
RBI single. Tom Baldowski bashed a
pair of RBI singles and an RBI double.
Dave Lavelle lashed three singles,
had two RBI and scored twice. John
Garced singled three times and scored
three times. Joe Massimino doubled,
singled, walked twice, scored twice
and added an RBI. Pat Nigro (RBI,
run scored) singled twice, while

player/manager Keith Gibbons and
Joe DiFabio each singled and scored
once.

The Legion men, who totaled 20
hits, were there to play also and kept
hanging onto the Roadmen, trailing
by just two runs until Renda rolled
with six runs in the bottom of the
sixth on seven singles, a double and
crafty base running.

“They came to play tonight, but we
came too. I am so proud of each and
every one of my guys. Putting up all
those runs in the bottom of the sixth
was huge. We did a couple of things
that could have been done better, but
at the end of the day, you only got to
win by one,” Gibbons said.

“We have a lot of speed on our
team. Guys go first to third. We had a
big two-out rally in that inning,”
Strraniero said.

Gene Antonucci and Bill Dugan
led the Legion with three hits each.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KING OF THE ROADS ONCE AGAIN…Renda Roads defeated Roselle American Legion, 19-11, in Game 2 to claim the
Union County Senior 50+ A Division crown. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Keith Gibbons, Joe DiFabio, Tom
Straniero, Jim Jimenez and Joe Massimino; back row, Steve Toth, Tom Baldowski, Pat Nigro, Dave Lavelle, Larry Cuzzi,
Marty Marks and John Garced.
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57 Canterbury Drive, Scotch Plains

$500,000
A quiet cul-de-sac boasts this very well-maintained and sunny four bedroom, two bath and one half

bath Colonial. It features a living room, large family room with sliding glass doors to the deck, formal

dining room and a large eat-in kitchen with granite counter tops, Groen fixtures and atrium windows.

The master bedroom suite has a private bath and dressing area. The home also has an insulated, walk

around attic. There is a partially finished basement with high ceilings, a laundry room and ample storage

space as well. An over-sized two car garage, long driveway for additional parking and a large, fenced

garden complete this ideally located home that allows for an easy commute. It is not in a flood zone.

309 Maple Street, Garwood

$539,900
A Stunning Kitchen and Great Room combination is the centerpiece of this

beautifully re-built Colonial. Features include cherry cabinetry, granite

countertops, high end appliances, a gas fireplace, gleaming hardwood floors and

radiant heat in the bathroom floors. The entire home has been renovated from

top to bottom with high quality materials. There is too much to mention about

this home and it is definitely not a drive-by!

Re-Built And Renovated

pretty good job too. Dave Kane had
some experience. Shaq was our third
running back last year, and now it is
his turn. We will see who we can
count on when the games start,” Coach
DeSarno said.

The offensive line consists of se-
nior/co-captain Harries (left tackle),
senior Justin Mitchell (right tackle),
junior Chris Sweeney (left guard),
senior Jon Nanna (right guard) and
junior Jack Kessler (center).

The two returning starters on de-
fense are senior/co-captain Nick
LaFace (outside linebacker) and jun-
ior Joe Scaglione (tackle). Kane and
junior Tom Anderson will be defen-
sive ends. Harries will man the other
tackle position. Inside linebackers are
sophomore Jack Simcox and Esposito
or Sweeney. Senior Evan Williams is
expected to play outside linebacker.
The corners are Glasco and junior
Eugene Rawles, and Ehrhart will be
at safety.

“Defensively, we return Joe
Scaglione on the front line and Nick
LaFace at the linebacker position, but
again we are a very new group. We
are working hard on playing fast and
being aligned properly,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Last year, the Blue Devils were a
small-sized team, but managed to
outmaneuver most of the much larger
teams to finish with a 7-3 record.

Coach DeSarno said, “Size wise,
we are probably a little bit bigger, but
our concern is our experience right
now. How fast these first-time start-
ers are going to step up and how fast
they are going to adjust to the varsity
game!”

On special teams, senior Joe
Salmon will handle the punting, extra
points and field goals, while Scaglione

will handle kickoffs. Fortunately,
there is experience with junior
Michael Hughes as the long snapper.
Glasco, Rawles and sophomore Matt
Cattanzaro will be the return men.

“Michael Hughes was our long
snapper last year, so we are happy to
have him back. Joe Salmon has done
a nice job punting and extra points.
Joe Scaglione kicked off a little bit
for us last year. Our returners are
doing a good job, and our coverage
teams are working really hard right
now,” DeSarno said.

Since last year, Salmon has shown
remarkable progress.

“Joe Salmon has done a lot of work
in the off-season. He went to a lot of
camps. He has had a nice pre-season.
He has been a pleasant surprise. Al-
though I don’t know if our range for
field goals will be as far as it was last
year, but we are confident in the job
Joe is going to do for us this year,”
Coach DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ second game of
the season will also be an away game
against Hillsborough on Friday, Sep-
tember 14, at 7 p.m. Then on Satur-
day, September 22, at 2 p.m., the Blue
Devils will host the Stateliners from
Phillipsburg at Gary Kehler Stadium.
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It’s Time
The deadline is August 31st

Westfield High School Football
Program

Place your personal or business ad in the Fall Football Program

published for the full season at every home game.

Westfield School Boosters Association

For the benefit of Westfield High School athletics and scholarships.

Contact:

Charlie at (908) 477-3917
or

Bob at (908) 654-1726

Reserve your space today at www.westfieldboosters.com

you need to win championships,”
Coach Breznitsky pointed out.

The offensive midfield of
Leischner, Stripling and freshman
James Murphy make an ominous trio
for any opposition. Also operating in
the midfield could be senior Conor
Kelly and juniors Eduardo Arocha
and Brian Rubin.

“The trio of Leischner, Stripling
and James Murphy could very possi-
bly be the best combination of three
central midfielders in the state. James’
father was a player. He had tremen-
dous experience playing in a variety of
levels. He is not your normal freshman
coming in,” Coach Breznitsky said.

The strike force is expected to work
in a three-in three-out rotation. Se-
niors Robert Zukofsky, Francesco

Chinchilla and Bianco, junior Chris-
tian Zazzali and sophomores Jassiem
Wahtuse and Justin Rodriques will be
in the rotation.

“Up front, I think we have what it
takes to score goals a little bit more so
than we had in the past. Jassiem is a
big target. Zazzali is in his third year
with the varsity. Zukofsky, same
thing! Another big guy! Strong!
Tough to knock off the ball! So we are
looking to score goals,” Coach
Breznitsky predicted.

Junior Dan Korduba and senior
Scott Flanzman are vying for the
goalie position. Ellman returns at cen-
ter back, and freshman Joey Bianco
will also be working the position. On
the left side are juniors Devin Glover
and Alex Cimiring, and on the right
side are junior Mike Walsh and fresh-
man Jake Longo.

“Our defense might take a little
while to get going. I don’t think they
are where our offense is at this par-
ticular stage,” Coach Breznitsky said.

One major thing has happened this
season. The Raiders have been
bumped up to Group 4 status.

“Our goals are all the same – confer-
ence, county and the state. We moved
up to Group 4. It makes things a little
bit more difficult. Our schedule, out of
our 18 games, we play 13 Group 4
schools. In Group 4, are teams that we
play – Union, Westfield and Eliza-
beth. What could happen is you can
end up playing any one of those schools
four possible times. You really don’t
want to play anybody four times,”
Coach Breznitsky said.

The Raider boys open their season
at Linden on Thursday, September 6,
at 4 p.m. then they will host
Hillsborough on Saturday, Septem-
ber 8, at 3 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos


