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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2011 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2011

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

   FANWOOD  CROSSING

250 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ        Call 908-757-2005    For Leasing Information

The design, amenities, proximity to downtown, and easy commute to New York City

will make this property one of the most desirable communities in New Jersey

Elite Properties is proud to offer Victorian Charm right in the heart of Fanwood, NJ

Now Leasing!  Rents Start at $2,100 per month....Pet Friendly too!
*Over 50%

Leased!

LaFACE, HARRIES SELECED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Footballers’ First
Concern May Be Experience

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One returning starter on offense
and two on defense translates to an
initial concern about varsity experi-
ence for this year’s Westfield High
School football team. The second
concern may be how fast would this
new group of varsity starters be honed
into a fluid machine that could handle
a beefed up schedule that begins with
an away game against a formidable
Elizabeth team on Friday, September
7, at 7 p.m.

“Offensively, we are pretty much a
new team and time will tell. Brenton
Harries is the only returning starter.
We have practiced OK. I think we’ve
done some good things, and we’ve
done some things that show us that
we are a little bit behind where we
should be. For the most part, they are
picking it up. All we can do is get
better from here on out,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said. “Our
scrimmages will really tell where we
are at, where we need to get to.”

Senior Christian Menares-Brown

will handle the duties as quarterback
with strong support from junior Chris
Hogge. Seniors Ryan Esposito and
Shakiyl Glasco will fill the fullback
and tailback slots, respectively, with
juniors Dylan Elliott being at split
end, Holden Ehrhart at flanker and
David Kane at tight end.

“Christian has done a pretty good
job. He has been our JV quarterback
the last two years, so he has an under-
standing of the system. Chris Hogge
is our next guy in and he has done a

LEISCHNER, STRIPLING, ELLMAN, BIANCO TO LEAD

Soccer Raiders Could Have
‘All the Right Ingredients’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Considerable experience mixed
with talent, along with a group of
very talented freshmen could be an
indication that this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team may have all the right
ingredients.

After losing to No. 1 St. Benedict’s
Prep in the opening game of the sea-
son last year, the Raiders allowed
only four goals total in Union County
(UC) and in the conference and fin-
ished with a 74-14 overall advantage
in goals and a 21-3 record.

The Raiders defeated Union, 1-0,
for the UCT championship, which
was the 15th UCT title for the Raider
boys and 13th under Coach Tom
Breznitsky. Five days later, the Raid-
ers defeated Chatham, 2-0, to claim
their 14th sectional title before bow-
ing to Ramapo, 1-0, in the Group 3
semifinal.

“It’s going to be pretty much the
same. Depth wise, we are pretty deep
with 18-19 players, who are certainly
interchangeable. We have a tremen-
dous amount of talent. We have all
the ingredients to do it all. We have
experience. We have great soccer

brains. We have very skillful players.
We have speed. We have size. This
could be one of the best teams that
we’ve had,” Coach Breznitsky said.

A large portion of the right ingredi-
ents comes with the Raiders’ four se-
nior captains, Andrew Leischner (Sec-
ond Team All-State Central Section),
Colin Stripling (Second Team All-
State All-Sections), Morgan Ellman
and Vinnie Bianco (Second Team All-
State All-Sections at goalie).

“It’s great leadership. Up to this
point, it’s shown great chemistry
among the group. That’s another thing

TUFARO, KAISER, CASTORE FORM WALL ON ‘D’ & ‘O’

SPF Football Raiders Look
To Get Timing Down Early

RAIDER SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Raiders’ football team will rely on leadership from 18 seniors. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Corey Bell, Dein Rice and Joe Ruzek; middle row, Bernard Byers, Nathaniel Murphy, Mike Colineri,
Zach Brencsons, Rob Mrozek and Jack Cunningham; back row, Jafar Wilson, Brad Alleman, Anthony Tufaro, Jamie
Kaiser, John Murphy. Dante Hudgins, Alex Peterson, Billy Castore and Cody Bindi.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First-game losing syndrome, es-
pecially in a 17-0 shutout against
rival Westfield, seemed to send last
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team in a down-
ward spiral that it could barely es-
cape. This year’s Raiders, however,
seem to be prepared not to let that
happen again.

“We introduced a new culture. We
had an NFL development program
here. We had Barringer, Irvington,
Plainfield all come here. We trained
together. Over the summer, we had
about 22 practices to try to get that
timing down, so a lot of our skill

position players feel good. We are
ahead of where we were last year. We
are getting there now. We got to be
successful early on in the season. All
those good feelings in June, July and
August mean nothing unless you are
not winning games in September and
October,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

The Raider running backs will get
their opportunity to chew up yardage
behind a huge offensive line and tough
tight end senior Brad Alleman. The
massive line consists of senior Jamie
Kaiser (left tackle), junior Nick Hall
(right tackle), senior Anthony Tufaro
(right guard), senior Billy Castore
(left guard) and junior Christian

Letteri (center)
“We are going to have three 300

pounders. We are very big up front,
and we definitely have some skilled
running backs and fullbacks that we
think, again we are primarily a run
team. We hope we will impose our
will on other teams by running be-
tween the tackles, running off tack-
les. I don’t know how we are going
to be outsized from game to game.
We are hoping to run some misdi-
rection stuff, make sure we are using
our play actions, because one of the
things that we’ve found was guys
weren’t paying attention to detail,”
Coach Stack said.

URBAN, WILSON RETURN AS TEAM’S HIGH SCORERS

Field Hockey Blue Devils Plan
To Continue Winning Direction

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three years ago, the Westfield High
School field hockey team struggled
through a three-win season. In 2010,
the Blue Devils tacked on five more
victories to finish with an 8-13 record,
and last year they jumped to an 11-7-
1 record. This year’s Lady Blue Dev-
ils look to continue in that winning
direction.

“Three years ago, we won only
three games. The following season,
we won eight then last season, we
won 11. Hopefully, we are going to
continue in that direction. We have a
lot of talented players, so it should
not be a problem,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

A major portion of that success has
been with seniors Halsey Urban and
McKenna Wilson, who were the Blue

Devils’ leading scorers.
“McKenna Wilson and Halsey Ur-

ban have basically been on varsity
since they were freshmen. They have
been through the three-win season,
through the eight-win season and they
really have paved the way. They have
been great on-field leaders for the
rest of these girls. They have
jumpstarted the program with the help
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Blue Devil football team will need strong senior leadership to handle a tough
schedule. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Nick LaFace, Shaq Glasco, Ryan Esposito, Christian Menares-Brown, Ron
Posyton and Jon Nanna; back row, Chris Smith, Jyron Cogdell, Evan Williams, Jimmy Yang, Justin Mitchell, Brenton
Harries, Joe Salmon and Simon Wang.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR ACTION…The Blue Devil field hockey team has 14 seniors ready to have another successful season. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Lauren Anzevino and McKenna Wilson; middle row, Danielle Cristiano, Kristen Burns, Cassie
Masciale, Natalie Tupper and Sofie Fetter; back row, Halsey Urban, Deanna Cohen, Casey Gillespie, Julia Ceasrine,
Christina Gulla and Katelyn Kelly. Not pictured is Julia Miller.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER BOYS SOCCER CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: Andrew Leischner, Morgan Ellman, Colin Stripling
and Vinnie Bianco, who have been selected as captains of the Raider boys soccer team.

Westfield Boys cross-country
Pre-season story on page 14


