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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cachinnate – To laugh loudly or too

much
2. Scorper – A jeweler’s gouging tool

used for engraving metal
3. Vogie – Cheerful; merry
4. Vitric – Having the nature of glass

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCORIA
1. An outer covering of a plant
2. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. The slag or refuse left after the metal

has been smelted from the ore
4. A mild form of smallpox

OLECRANON
1. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
2. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
3. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
CIERGE

1. A large pole used to motivate a raft
down a stream

2. The siphon-like part which allows a
mosquito to draw blood from its prey

3. A wax candle
4. Pain in the bladder

BOREGAT
1. The rock trout of California
2. A land crab
3. A war horse
4. Harsh in taste, acrid

Vote No. Cost of Lighted Turf Field
Will Impact Westfield Residents

This is in response to a letter pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader in the
August 23, 2012 edition by Susana
MacLean regarding the upcoming
bond issue regarding roof repairs and
a lighted turf field behind Westfield
High School. I attended the recent
meeting at the high school and left
after 45 minutes as it was obvious
that the members of the Board of
Education who were present were
not going to change their minds even
though just about everyone at the
meeting pleaded with them to sepa-
rate the issues of roof repairs and a
lighted turf field.

It was obvious that they under-
stood that most people would vote
for roof repairs, which are a neces-
sity, and against a lighted turf field,
which is a luxury in these difficult
economic times and the only way to
get the lighted turf field was to pack-
age it together with the roof repairs.
As a lifetime resident of Trinity Place,

myself and my neighbors have put up
with the traffic, the parking (I have
stopped counting the number of times
my driveway has been blocked) the
noise and the trash. The only break
we get is between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.
and now they want to take that away
from us.

I do not know Ms. MacLean, but I
would be willing to bet she does not
live anywhere near Westfield High
School. I urge residents to vote against
the bond issue. Even if they are not
impacted in their quality of life by
having a lighted field in their neigh-
borhood, they will be impacted by
the $3.3-million cost of the lighted
turf field.

David J. O’Connor
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Westfielders vote on
the $17-million bond request from
the Board of Education on Monday,
September 24,.

Finance Board Should Dismiss
Petition for SPF Study Commission

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was addressed to the state’s Local
Finance Board in Trenton in response
to recent hearings relating to Cour-
age to Reconnect Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s petition to form a study
commission on the consolidation of
the two towns.

******
Gentlemen:
I fully understand that the time for

public comment has passed; having
expressed my views in many venues
(including two public meetings) I
had thought they did not bear repeat-
ing. However, as they still may have
an impact on the final outcome, sev-
eral points must be noted again:

1) Taken on its own, a cost/benefit
analysis may have merit. However, in
this instance, it does not end there: a
study will lead to a vote.

2) The public officials of Fanwood
have not seen any great outpouring of
support on behalf of merging the two
towns. More to the point, I am not a
public official - I have not seen it
either. I have seen support for lower-
ing property taxes in whatever rea-
sonable manner possible - some with
which I have agreed and others with
which I have not. With rare excep-
tions, decisions as relate to gover-
nance have been made with an eye
toward transparency, accountability
and responsiveness to local needs.

It is because I know what I will lose
in terms of good governance that the
question as to what / who is driving
this petition initiative is so important.

3) I attended two of the three pub-
lic meetings (conveniently scheduled
over the course of the summer). Only
one of the five original Fanwood pe-

titioners attended one of those two
meetings. Mr. Lange admitted that he
did not have the resources to pursue
the formation of a study commission
independently (not that this of itself
should be a deterrent). However, it
came out in the course of discussion
that Ms. Genovese had been less than
open in terms of her own funding,
and the involvement of someone who
had written a book on municipal con-
solidation in the petitioning process.
Serious questions can and should be
raised on just how organic the peti-
tioning effort has been on the
Fanwood side.

4) Ms. Genovese says that - in the
end - it will all come down to a
referendum.

What I am seeing is it will come
down to what extent outside interests
have a stake in framing the issue to
force a particular outcome. The
former mayor of Princeton Township
says that - if we do not like the out-
come or the savings that have ac-
crued - we can simply vote out the
incumbent politicians. I reply that I
have more of a possibility of doing
that now than in any merged entity.
As for the merger itself, that’s perma-
nent.

Government is about more than
dollars and cents. Governance and
rule of law in this country are based
as much on ideals as on practicality
(our Founding Fathers were not bet-
ting their lives and honor with the
smart money!), and if we have any
expectation of good governance we
must weight the two properly.

I urge you to dismiss this petition.
Michael Lewis

Fanwood

FW and SP Don’t Need
So-Called ‘Reconnect’
Editor’s Note: The following letter

was sent to Christopher Vaz, assis-
tant division director of the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs/Division
of Local Government Services.

******
Mr. Vaz, I asked for contact infor-

mation for the committee who heard
Fanwood’s presenters in Trenton re-
cently when I was not able to attend.
I was given the e-mail as copied be-
low so I trust you are the administra-
tive point for the committee and will
fairly share my writing here for their
decision(s) that I understand may be
next month.

The whole process of a law - with
people free from or not taking re-
sponsibility for most effectively lead-
ing - running Fanwood and our asso-
ciation with our neighbor Scotch
Plains and our joint school district
and the other supporting entities in
Union County - has been misused
and is running amok as readily seen
by all truly involved and informed. If
Fanwood and Scotch Plains had not
been jointly working on our most
effective association for more than
two years now (not solely based on
perceived taxes), then the law and
lesser involved citizens using the law
might be rationalized.

In the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
case, we had been and I believe are
nevertheless still doing our best at
our association without the outside
interference that the so-called “Cour-
age to Connect or Reconnect groups”
have given or are giving us. I imagine
that this first leading use of this law
and the statewide C to C is
groundbreaking for you, your staff
and the DCA and that for this reason
you would like to see the process
proceed. However, I’m sure that this
application to the case of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains is misleading, time
and effectiveness wasting, and po-
tentially destructive to our local demo-
cratic processes.

If you or others at the state knew
how much Fanwood and Scotch
Plains have been doing and plan to do
for further merging our town opera-
tions, I believe you would agree that
the petition and forced process of C
to C and it’s local lesser known and
apparently less knowing and less in-
volved citizens should be voided!

Thank you and your department’s
attention to this and everyone’s con-
sideration and fair use of objecting
information!

Harry McNally
Fanwood

Responsibility for Wasted Money On
Lawsuits Rests With The County

High Child Care Costs Should
Be Given Higher Priority

It is a fact that “Lawsuits and Legal
Fees [are] Costing Union County Tax-
payers Big $$$” (Leader/Times July
19 editorial).

Other facts are: that my case went
to trial by a jury after taking years off
my life and that of my family; that I
spent tens of thousands of dollars to
pay for it; that the amount that was
finally settled on was considerably
less than what was stated, and that
there is a wealth of information re-
garding my case which the author(s)
of this article neglected to research
and address.

The most important fact is that the
cause of U.C. taxpayers having to
pay for lawsuits are the self-serving,
morally corrupt politicians who cir-
cumvent Civil Service laws and regu-
lations to give jobs to their friends
and relatives — without regard to
their qualifications or work ethic.

There was nothing “frivolous”
about my lawsuit and had the
author(s) of this article bothered to
spend more than five minutes look-
ing into it, they would have agreed
with the 12 jurors who heard the facts
and unanimously decided that the
county’s actions were illegal and rep-
rehensible. That jury listened to wit-
ness testimony, looked at dozens of
documents, heard the results of hun-
dreds of pages of depositions and
reached the only decision possible.
My case has already been tried and I
don’t appreciate being forced to re-
hash it due to your insensitive and
inaccurate article.

My lawsuit had nothing to do with
my political affiliation or lack thereof.
I would have sued had all the Free-
holders been Republican. It was all
about the fact that I was infinitely
more qualified for that position than
the person promoted. He got the job
because he was politically connected
and I was not.

To the author(s) of this article: Your
anger and frustration is understand-
able but misplaced. Put the blame
where it belongs – not with the vic-
tims, but with the aggressors. If Union
County didn’t continually break the
law there would be no lawsuits to
begin with. I guess you believe that
all those jurors, in all those lawsuits
you cited, were too stupid to realize
that the monies they awarded would
be paid by their own tax dollars? I
suggest that you read Tina Renna’s
website and pay close attention to
what it contains. After working for
Union County for 15 years, I can
vouch for much of what the Union
County Watchdog Association writes.
The full blame for all the money
“wasted” on lawsuits rests with Union
County government. Period.

County residents need to vote those
people out of office and never again
give a single political party complete
control of the Freeholder Board. Until
that happens, look for more lawsuits,
wager on them being completely jus-
tifiable and be prepared to pay the
cost of losing them.

Maria Todaro
Westfield

 “Parents and the High Cost of Child
Care,” released by Child Care Aware
of America examines the cost for
infants and 4-year-olds in both child
care centers and family child care
homes. For an infant, the average
cost of center-based care ranges from
$4,600 in Mississippi to $15,000 in
Massachusetts. Infant care is so ex-
pensive that it costs more than col-
lege in 36 states. The cost of child
care is high any way you measure it:
against income generally, against
other household costs like mortgage
or rent, food, or utilities, and it is
increasing. It is no wonder that fami-
lies struggle to afford the cost of child
care.

All families should have access to
quality, affordable child care to en-
sure that children are safe and in a
setting that promotes healthy devel-
opment. Unlike higher education that
is underwritten by some public fi-
nancing to make the cost of college
more affordable for families, there is
no systemic support for child care. It
is time to look at the financing of
child care as costs rise and an increas-
ing number of families struggle with
the costs – not just low income fami-
lies.

For more information, see
www.naccrra.org/.

Gladys Jones
Staten Island, NY

WILL KIDS GET WET
IF THE BOND FAILS?

The Smiles, Hope and Confidence
Of Our New School Friends

Back to school is a welcome relief to many as all
the plans that have been worked on the last several
months are now in place and operational. It’s easy
to see how things are working in the public schools
as everything is nearby. The strong community
support structure provides momentum and over-
sight to help the system work well – or to help
correct items that may come up with a glitch.

It’s not so easy for parents to tell how things are
working regarding their youngsters who are off to
college for the first time. For them, it’s faith in the
character of the student who left the nest. Time will
tell and most likely it will provide proud relief.

There are many who are forgotten in this chang-
ing of the guard. Parents with seniors last year, and
with no more children in school this year, become
the new empty nesters. Many of these parents
worked very hard in PTOs, at athletic events and

with social functions. Now, they will have more
time on their hands and go other ways, but we’ll
miss them in their prior roles.

A whole new group of parents will rise and
assume these essential roles in supporting the
education of our youth in the community. We look
forward to making new friends.

Our college students will excel and grow while
away from home. We have every confidence in
their success and hope they stop by from time to
time.

Still, while on the high school football field
reporting on a game this fall, we’ll glance over our
shoulder, looking up in the stands for familiar
faces of last year, and they won’t be there.

But that moment of nostalgia will vanish as we
see the smiles, hope and confidence in our new
friends.

Labor Day Weekend Means
Election Campaign Kickoff

The election season started early this year with
negative advertising and quick responses from
both sides of the Presidential campaign, not to
mention criticisms launched by the New Jersey
State Democratic Committee against the Re-
publican nominee.

Although overshadowed by the national cam-
paign, here in Union County we expect a spir-
ited campaign in the mayor’s race in Scotch
Plains as well as council races in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood; Mountainside
has an uncontested council election this year
and there is no municipal election in Westfield
this year. There are also races for Union County
Freeholder and United States Senator. There is a
new twist this year as most of Scotch Plains and
all of Fanwood have been moved to the 12th
Congressional District, the boundaries of which
stretch to Mercer County.

Westfield, Clark, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside will continue to be in the 7th District.

In addition, this year’s ballot will include
board of education candidates as the school
election was moved to November starting this
year. However, there will be no school budget
questions on the ballot. On September 24,
Westfielders vote on a $17-million bond request

from the school system.
The November New Jersey General Election

ballot also includes a Constitution amendment
question for the public to decide if Supreme
Court judges should pay part of their benefits as
well as a question on whether the state’s univer-
sities should get $750 million for upgrades.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offers space each week for can-
didates [including party officials] to express their
views to our readers. Also, this is a standing offer
extended all year round to elected officials of the
region currently serving. We thank all who have
participated in this forum and encourage others to
take advantage of this opportunity by submitting
pictures and letters throughout the campaign.

Submittals should be written in first person
from the candidate to the reader. Keep the length
to about 500 words and submit by the weekend
prior to publication by e-mail to
editor@goleader.com. We will not publish per-
sonal attacks, spin and fluff. Our editors will
reject submissions deemed inappropriate.

We also invite our readers to submit letters on
issues and positions dear to them.

 We wish all candidates the best of luck in their
campaigns.


