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Cory Booker Eying Run
For Governor in 2013

Politickernj.com is reporting that
two-term Newark Mayor Cory
Booker is considering a run for gov-
ernor against Chris Christie in 2013.
The website reported that the mayor
and his political consultant have been
meeting county chairs to let them
know that he considering a run for
governor.

“He’s the most viable candidate
who comes to mind at this moment,”
Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo told
politickernj.com.

Mayor Booker has received some
national exposure including his co-
chairmanship of the Democratic Na-
tional Convention’s platform com-
mittee, some of whose proceedings
were broadcast by C-Span. The
Record has reported that Mayor
Booker will address the Democratic
Convention Tuesday, September 4,
to present the platform, the only mem-
ber of the New Jersey delegation to
have a speaking role at the conven-
tion.

Ms. DeFilippo and State Senator
Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) both
said they would like Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage as the second choice
for governor if Mayor Booker opts
not to run.

Christie Signs Higher Ed
Restructuring Bill

Governor Chris Christie signed
the higher education restructuring
bill at a bill signing ceremony on
Rutgers University’s New
Brunswick campus, the Associated
Press reported.

The bill gives Rutgers a medical
school and Rowan University re-
search status. The University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) will be dissolved and its
assets shifted to Rutgers and Rowan.
Rowan and Rutgers-Camden will be
linked through joint science collabo-
rations.

As originally proposed, Rowan
was to have taken over the Rutgers-
Camden campus. Changes in the
bill must be approved by the
Rutgers Boards of Governors and
Trustees before they take effect in
July 2013.

FDU Poll Shows NJ Residents
Want Sport Betting Legalized
A recent Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-

versity PublicMind poll found 38
percent of New Jerseyans support the
state moving forward without federal
approval on making sports legal in
New Jersey. Fifty-eight percent of
respondents favored making sports
betting legal, up 5 percent from a
2011 poll, the Press of Atlantic City
reported.

New Jersey voters approved a ref-
erendum in 2011 by a 2-1 margin to
allow sports betting. The NCAA,
MLB, NBA, NFL and NHL have all
sued New Jersey to prevent sports
betting in New Jersey, the Press re-
ported.

Delaware, Montana, Nevada and
Oregon were grandfathered to con-
tinue to have bettting before a federal
ban took affect in 1992.

Lawmakers Want End
To Red Light Cameras

Senator Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon) and Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon (R-13,
Monmouth) said the red light camera
(“RLC”) pilot program is closed to
new towns and that the Department
of Transportation should stop issuing
additional permits to towns already
in the program.

“No local officials should be wast-
ing their time, or their taxpayers’
money, continuing to pursue these
flawed devices,” Senator Doherty
said. “With all the flaws that have
been exposed in this program – and
the fact that the program won’t be
accepting new towns – it is totally
irresponsible for any elected offi-
cial to discuss entering the pro-
gram.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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In late June Governor Christie sus-
pended all but 22 of the 85 cameras in
New Jersey after it was determined
that the amber lights at those inter-
sections might not have given motor-
ists enough time to get through an
intersection. Last month, after the re-
certifications, Assemblyman
O’Scanlon hired an engineer to as-
sess yellow light timing and said the
engineer found numerous blatant
flaws in the system.

“These cameras have become
ATM’s – Automatic Taxing Ma-
chines,” Asm. O’Scanlon said.

Senate Panel Passes Bills
Dealing With Foreclosed Homes

A pair of bills sponsored by Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth)
that would create an expedited pro-
cess for foreclosed and abandoned
properties to transform these proper-
ties to affordable and market rate
housing has been approved by the
Senate Economic Growth Commit-
tee.

The bills represent different as-
pects of S-1566, legislation Senator
Lesniak introduced earlier this year,
which was vetoed by Governor Chris
Christie.

“I believe the Governor should
reconsider this important legislation
and have streamlined the process to
hopefully address his concerns,”
Senator Lesniak said. “The foreclo-
sure crisis in New Jersey is driving
down residential property values,
causing urban and suburban blight,
contributing to increased crime rates,
and exacerbating itself by making
homes surrounding an abandoned,
dilapidated property all but
unsellable.”

The first bill, S-2156, would estab-
lish an expedited foreclosure proce-
dure for abandoned residential prop-
erties which have fallen into disre-
pair; S-2157 would require the New
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Fi-
nance Agency (HMFA) to facilitate
and finance the purchase of fore-
closed residential properties from
institutional lenders, and dedicate
such properties as affordable hous-
ing units or market-rate housing. S-
2157 was passed by a 3-2 vote by the
committee while S-2156 passed by a
5-0 tally.

Wisnewski, Holt Comment Prior
To Christie’s RNC Speech
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12) and New

Jersey Democratic State Committee
Chairman John Wisniewski held a
press conference Monday in front of
the New Jersey Statehouse to discuss
Governor Chris Christie’s tenure in
New Jersey and his support of Mitt
Romney and Paul Ryan. The press
conference was held prior Governor’s
keynote address at the Republican
National Convention in Tampa, Fla.,
Tuesday night.

“The governor is acting as the
spokesperson for a vision of a gov-
ernment that accomplishes as little as
possible, that tells people struggling
in today’s economy that they’re on
their own,” Rep. Holt said. “I hope he
doesn’t use this occasion to talk about
the success he’s had with this vision
in New Jersey, because as we’ve all
seen, he hasn’t been that successful.”

“So, Governor Christie won’t use
the slogan he’s touted all year, ‘the
Jersey Comeback,’ in the biggest po-
litical speech of his life. Even though
his so-called comeback has been the
centerpiece of his town hall appear-
ances and in many speeches outside
our state, it must finally be clear that
you cannot simply declare something
true without the numbers to back it
up,” Mr. Wisniewski said.

 “No one is happy with an unem-
ployment rate at 9.8 percent, the
highest it has been in 35 years.
Governor Christie says that he will
use his speech to speak uncomfort-
able truths and that’s good. Maybe
he’ll admit the uncomfortable truth
that his record is not a model for the
rest of the nation,” Mr. Wisniewski
said.

Mosquito Control Bureau
Steps Up Efforts Against

West Nile Virus in County
COUNTY – With reports of the

mosquito-borne West Nile virus on
the rise, the Union County Mosquito
Control has also stepped up its ongo-
ing program of mosquito monitoring
and control.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, the best way to avoid
West Nile virus is to prevent mos-
quito bites. Some of the most effec-
tive methods include: Use an Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency-regis-
tered insect repellent while enjoying
the outdoors; wear long-sleeved shirts
and long pants when weather per-
mits, avoid the outdoors at dawn,
dusk and in the early evening which
are peak mosquito biting times, and
install or repair window and door
screens.

County residents are also urged to
check their property for places where
stagnant water can collect including
clogged rain gutters, empty flower
pots and children’s toys.

The West Nile virus is spread
most often by the bite of an infected
mosquito, but sometimes can be
spread through blood transfusions,
organ transplants, breast feeding,
and during pregnancy from mother
to child. It is not spread by casual
touching.

Although most people infected with
West Nile show no signs of being ill,

symptoms of West Nile can include
fever, headache, body aches, nausea,
vomiting swollen lymph glands, and
at times a skin rash on the chest,
stomach and back. The symptoms
generally develop between three and
14 days after being bitten.

In response to the above-average
mosquito population this year, the
Bureau of Mosquito control has
been working with experts from
Rutgers University to develop a re-
sponse that includes surveillance,
trapping and mosquito testing along
with exterminating mosquito lar-
vae and adults.

The Bureau of Mosquito Con-
trol has increased the number of
trucks for adulticide operations,
and has added thermal fogging,
l iquid  larvic iding by t ruck-
mounted sprayers, and barrier
treatments.

The Bureau will continue its ef-
forts this evening with adulticide
sprayings at Snyder Avenue Park in
Berkeley Heights, and Oak Ridge
and Esposito parks in Clark. Opera-
tions will also be conducted in the
residential areas of the following
towns: Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Hill-
side, Kenilworth, Linden, New Provi-
dence, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Scotch Plains, Union and Winfield
Park.

For a listing of streets included in
this evening’s scheduled operations
visit http://www.ucnj.org/mc or by
calling the Union County Bureau of
Mosquito Control at (908) 654-9834/
654-9873.

For additional information on
the  Wes t  Ni le  v i rus  v i s i t
w w w. c d c . g ov / n c i d o d / d v b i d /
westnile.

Mobile Document-Shredding
Program to Visit Linden on Sept. 13

LOOKING GLAMOROUS…Attending the recent-ribbon cutting for the opening of
Glamorous Girlz, located at 28 Prospect Street in Westfield, from left to right, are:
Robert Dowdy, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) director;
Jeff Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Economic Development
Committee member; Mark LoGrippo, town councilman; Barbara Murphy, GWACC
director; Steve and Gladys Sheppard, Glamorous Girlz owners, and Glamorous
Girlz staff members Rachel Leili, Summer Sheppard, Katherine Gorski, and Alyssa
Hillard. Not pictured is Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director.

Independence Party
Picks National Ticket
REGION — The Independent

Party, based in Connecticut, has
chosen Ross C. “Rocky” Ander-
son and Luis J. Rodriguez to be
their candidates for president and
vice-president of the United
States.

Mr. Anderson, a former two-term
mayor of Salt Lake City and founder
of High Road for Human Rights, was
in Waterbury to address the nominat-
ing convention. Mr. Anderson said
he was the only mayor to call for the
impeachment of George W. Bush for
abuses of power and violations of our
Constitution and international law,
including the Geneva Convention and
has repeatedly spoken out against
President Barack Obama’s signing
of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA). He endorsed same-
sex marriage in 1996 and wrote an
executive order prohibiting discrimi-
nation. For more information, see
VoteRocky.org.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

I know life doesn’t come  
with a schedule. That’s why  
at State Farm you can always 
count on me for whatever  
you need – 24 / 7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day …

That’s when you can count  
on State Farm®.

1101198 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

(908) 233-6030

Located at:

New Hours!

Caring for your dogs, cats, birds, & exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental Facility

House calls & Boarding Available

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Call for an Appointment Today! 

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

During your visit our veterinarians will check weight, listen to heart and lungs, & assess eyes, ears, mouth, skin, teeth, coat.

Please take this opportunity to discuss diet, behavior, exercise patterns, a vaccination schedule, flea-tick-heartworm preventatives.

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Westfield, NJ 07090

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick, DVM, FAVD
Kathleen Neumann, DVM
Ronald Swist, DVM

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Since 1963

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

Chelsea Names VP
Of Health Services

FANWOOD – Gina D’Angelo, a
career nurse with credentials that span
multiple disciplines, has been named
vice- president of health services for
Fanwood-based Chelsea Senior Liv-
ing, LLC.

Ms. D’Angelo will oversee all resi-
dent and employee health programs
at Chelsea’s 15 assisted living com-
munities in New Jersey, New York
and Pennsylvania and the new Mt.
Bethel Village special needs residence
in Warren Township, N.J. She will
also be in overall charge of compli-
ance with state and federal health
regulations, quality improvement and
training.

Ms. D’Angelo is a veteran of the
U.S. Navy, serving as an officer in the
Naval Nurse Corps at Bethesda Na-
val Hospital in critical care and neu-
rosurgical nursing.

After being honorably dis-
charged, she spent several years in
home care, infusion therapy and
home dialysis before entering the
world of geriatrics. Prior to joining
Chelsea, she was clinical systems
consultant for National Lutheran
Homes.

Ms. D’Angelo earned her
bachelor’s degree in nursing from
Wheeling Jesuit University and her
MBA from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. She lives in Ellicott City, Md.,
with her family.

Report: N.J. Among Highest
Budget Debt In Nation

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – State Bud-
get Solutions (SBS), a nonprofit
organization advocating for fun-
damental reform of state budgets,
has released its third annual state
debt report revealing that New
Jersey’s total state debt is more
than $282 billion. The report also
showed that the nation’s total state
debt presently exceeds $4.19 tril-
lion.

SBS’s report, which takes into ac-
count all state debt and future spend-
ing obligations, found that the five
states with the largest debt are Cali-
fornia ($617 billion), New York ($300
billion), Texas ($286 billion), New
Jersey ($282 billion) and Illinois
($271 billion). The states with the
smallest debt were Vermont ($5.8
billion), North Dakota ($6.1 billion),
South Dakota ($6.5 billion), Wyo-
ming ($6.9 billion) and Nebraska
($7.8 billion).

 SBS’s report showed that total state
debt fell slightly when compared to

last year’s report, from $4.24 trillion
to $4.19 trillion. The decrease is
attributable to reductions in unem-
ployment trust fund loan and fiscal
year budget gap totals. Market-val-
ued unfunded public pension liabili-
ties made up more than half of all
state debt at $2.8 trillion. Regular
outstanding debt and other post
employment benefit liabilities each
contribute around $600 billion to
total debt.

“These budget numbers should
serve as a wake up call for every state
legislature around the country. Our
states are in trouble and no amount of
budget gimmicks, political posturing
or hiding bills will fix the massive
debt that they face,” said Bob Will-
iams, SBS president.  “The time for
action is now. State Budget Solutions
urges New Jersey’s state legislators
to take responsibility for their own
state’s deficit and begin implement-
ing real solutions to fixing this grow-
ing problem.”

LINDEN – Union County will hold
its next mobile paper-shredding pro-
gram for personal documents on
Thursday, September 13, at the Lin-
den Recycling Center, 2 Donaldson
Place in Linden.

 NEXCUT Shredding of Teaneck
will be shredding documents at the
site from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or
shine. The shredding event will end
before 1 p.m. if the shredding truck
reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. In an effort to accommodate
everyone, there is a limit of four 10-
pound bags or boxes per person.
Documents should not be bound and
plastic binders and paperclips should
be removed. Paper that is wet/damp
will not be accepted. Residents should
continue to recycle non-confidential
papers and magazines with their

municipal recycling program.
Documents are put into 96-gallon

containers provided by the shred-
ding company. The items are then
dumped onto a conveyor belt and
shredded on site. Participants are
welcome to view the shredding pro-
cess via a closed-circuit television.
The shredded documents are then
recycled, shipped to paper mills and
used as pulp. The next shredding
event will take place Saturday, Sep-
tember 29, at Warinanco Park in
Roselle.

The mobile shredding program is
paid for through New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) Recycling Enhancement Act
Grant Funds. For more information
about future events or directions,
please call the Recycling Hotline at
(908) 654-9889 or visit
www.ucnj.org/recycle.


