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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE, SUMMER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools will open on Wednes-
day, September 5. Students will enjoy the long Labor Day weekend before they
have to dust off their backpacks.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Open Wednesday, September 5

SCOTCH PLAINS – After a sum-
mer recess, schools open this
Wednesday, September 5, in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district is welcoming 40 new
teachers and two nurses this year.

Among the new staff is Merrie
Snow, who will serve as the interim
principal for School One Elemen-
tary School for the 2012-2013
school year. Mrs. Snow is not new
to the district. She brings to the
position years of experience as both
an elementary teacher and the
district’s K-5 Mathematics and Sci-

ence supervisor. Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes stated in a
letter to parents, “I am confident
that Mrs. Snow will provide out-
standing leadership for School One
during the next school year as we
complete the search process and
implement a successful transition.”

The board of education also ap-
pointed Deborah Saridaki as busi-
ness administrator/board secretary.
Mrs. Saridaki, formerly the assis-
tant business administrator, as-
sumed the helm of the business of-
fice on July 1.

Over the summer, the district saw

a number of improvements. Mrs.
Saridaki reported that partial roofs
were installed at Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Park Middle School,
Brunner Elementary School and
School One.

“All projects were completed on
time and associated costs were sup-
ported within the existing school
budget without the need for a bond
referendum,” Mrs. Saridaki re-
ported.

In addition, new HVAC units have
been installed at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, and the aux-
iliary gym and multi-purpose room
are now air-conditioned. This is the
first of a series of 17 HVAC instal-
lations at the high school that will
take place over the next three years.

Additionally, the installation of air
conditioning in Evergreen School’s
Media Center was completed this sum-
mer, along with the renovation of the
boys’ locker rooms at the high school.

District summer technology projects
included updating laptops for teach-
ers and students. Middle-school stu-
dents will return to new computers
that include Microsoft Office applica-
tions. Each elementary school has an
additional mobile computer lab, serv-
ers were updated district-wide to in-
crease file capacity and all laptops are
now using a standard operating sys-
tem, according to a district press re-
lease.

In terms of contract negotiations,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education is in negotiations with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association (SPFEA). The board
and the SPFEA negotiations teams
met on June 26, July 17 and July 31
and were scheduled to hold another
negotiations session on Tuesday. The
present SPFEA contract expired in
June.

Back to School Nights in the dis-
trict are Thursday, September 27,
for the elementary schools; Tues-
day, October 2, for the high school,
and Thursday, October 4, for the
middle schools.

Annual Italian Fest Starts
Friday in Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 38th
traditional annual Labor Day Italian
Feast in Scotch Plains, hosted by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of
UNICO, St. Bartholomew Church
and St. Bartholomew’s Academy, will
be held this weekend in Scotch Plains.

The festival features nightly live
music, rides, games and food, includ-
ing pizza, pasta, zeppoles, clams,
mussels and calzones. In addition,
there are nightly 50/50 drawings and a
super 50/50 raffle on Monday.

Hours are from 4:30 to 10:30 p.m.
and the nightly schedule is as follows:

Friday, August 31, Doo Wop
Sounds of RB Express, 7 p.m.

Saturday, September 1, Mass in
Italian, 5 p.m.; immediately after
Mass there will be a procession hon-
oring San Nicola di Bari led by the
Mike Aramondo Procession Band;
classic acoustic/electric music sound
of Wolf Creek, 7 p.m.

Sunday, September 2, Rock
sounds of The Broadcasters, 7 p.m.

Monday, September 3, 3:30 to
9:30 p.m., Steven Maglio, perform-
ing Sinatra sounds, 7 p.m., and Super
50/50 drawing at 9:30 p.m.

All proceeds from the festival will
benefit St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church and Academy and the Scotch
Plains UNICO organization.

SPF BOE Applies for Grant to
Renovate Terrill Middle Field

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – With the start
of the 2012-2013 school year begin-
ning Wednesday, September 5, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) approved a motion
Thursday night to support an applica-
tion for a kids recreation trust grant
from Union County.

Board member Warren McFall told
the board that the joint application by
the Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion, BOE and various sports groups is
for a matching grant. If acquired, the
funds would be used to facilitate a
renovation of the upper baseball field

behind Terrill Middle School.
The BOE’s finance and facilities

committees met on an emergent basis
earlier last week, because the grant
application was due on the Tuesday
following the BOE meeting. The need
for the renovation arose because an-
other baseball field in town – located at
Farley Park – will be out of commis-

sion next summer.
“There are many groups that have

stepped up to contribute to this, includ-
ing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Base-
ball Association, the soccer associa-
tion, St. Bart’s softball, Little League
and JCC,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes said.

GW Zoning Bd. OKs ‘Y’
Center at Wash. School, 6-1

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved an
application, 6-1, by the Westfield Area
“Y” for a conditional use variance to
relocate its Garwood-based childcare
to Washington School, and to add a
pre-school and a small family fitness
facility. Wednesday’s hearing was the
third and final on the application.

The board stipulated conditions to
add a bike rack, landscaping around
the front, LED lighting on the signage,
to have the freestanding sign be made
of wood, to place the playground on the
front of the property toward Beech
Street, to continue public use of the
rear, and to have no onsite parking.

Board member Bruce Paterson was
the sole dissenter, saying he was against
the fitness use.

“It would be geared towards families
and seniors,” “Y” attorney John Schmidt
said of the fitness use in his closing
remarks.

Some board members expressed their
concern with the building being vacant
for the last two years.

“We have a building here that is not
utilized. We keep spending our tax
money on fixing it up,” Acting Board
Chairman Robert Pender said.

Thomas Spera, board of education
(BOE) supervisor of buildings and
grounds, had testified in June that van-
dalism has cost the BOE some $60,000.
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Photo by Fred T. Rossi, From the Archives of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ITALIANFEST...The Annual St. Bart’s Labor Day Festival in Scotch Plains will begin tomorrow, Friday, August 31, and
will run through Monday, September 3. Food, rides, games and other activities make it a must for families.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
REPUBLICAN CONVENTION...Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
left, poses with Governor Chris Christie at the Republican National Convention
taking place in Tampa, Fla.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GEARING UP FOR A NEW YEAR...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education met last Thursday to discuss matters relating to the 2012-13 school year.

FW Rec. Comm. in Favor
Of Improvements to Park

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Recreation Commission has settled
on several actions regarding future
improvement projects to LaGrande
Park, including a new irrigation
system to be added as well as re-
grading part of the park with top-
soil and sod.

Director Bob Budiansky started
off Tuesday’s recreation commis-
sion meeting by presenting a bud-
get account status chart for the rec-
reation department. The chart
showed that the department ex-
pended 39 percent of the current
year’s budget, which is “about the
same as last year,” Mr. Budiansky
said. Currently, the unexpended
funds are $9,303.

“Let me just say, that is a great
job,” commission member Bruce
Zakarin said.

The planned expenditures for this
year at LaGrande Park and next
year are ideas that will be com-
pleted because of grant money the
recreation commission has re-

ceived. The improvements include
installing the new sprinkler system
and regrading the front entrance
because it’s “tipped and needs to be
raised,” Mr. Budiansky said. In ad-
dition, a perimeter path will be in-
stalled and the netting on the field
and playground will be replaced.

“Improving the field with an irri-
gation system is our first and top
priority,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Following the irrigation system,
commission members’ main con-
cern is that regrading with a new
layer of top soil to help level the
field would result in shutting down
the field for several months and
possibly causing a drainage prob-
lem for nearby residents. The front
entrance is on a dip with water
affecting the slant when there is
heavy rain.

“The sooner we can get this done
the better, before the incline gets
worse,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Commission members were in
favor of the changes and plan to
have an engineer visit the park in
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