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families participated the race to-
gether. This figure represented a 7
percent increase from last year’s
race.

The age range of the runners was
also highlighted in the report. Eight
hundred and eighty-two runners, or
33 percent, were between the ages
of 5 and 29 years old, 1,290 run-
ners, or 48 percent were between
the ages of 30 and 49. Another 487
runners, or 18 percent, were be-
tween the ages of 50 and 69, while
19 runners, or 1 percent, were be-
tween the ages of 70 and 80 years old.

A total 324 runners, or 12 per-
cent, registered but did not com-
plete the race. The fastest runner
completed the race in 15 minutes,
29 seconds while the slowest time
recorded was 1 hour, 11 minutes
and 11 seconds.

“We had a great night and we
couldn’t ask for a better event,” Ms.
Cronin concluded.

In other news, the board an-
nounced it has, in conjunction with
the Town of Westfield, applied for a
Downtown Business Improvement
Zone Loan Fund, or DBIZ loan.

The DBIZ loan is offered by the
New Jersey Department of Com-

munity Affairs through its Office of
Main Street New Jersey and Im-
provement District programs.

The loan is interest free which
provides an incentive for local gov-
ernments to improve the infrastruc-
ture of their communities. If ap-
proved, the loan would be in the
amount of $105,000.

Ms. Cronin described the DBIZ
loan and the town’s strategy should
the loan be approved. “It’s a desig-
nated fund of money that down-
towns can apply for specific
projects...$95,000 of it would be to
help the town with the funding of
the [improvement of parking] Lot 4
behind Barron’s [Pharmacy].”

Ms. Cronin said the DWC would
set aside $10,000 for façade im-
provements for local businesses in
its budget.

If approved for the grant, the town
and the DWC would have 10 years
to repay the DBIZ loan. The town
will be notified if the loan is ap-
proved sometime in September.

The DWC’s next Board of Direc-
tors meeting open to the public is
scheduled for Monday, September
24, at 7:30 p.m. in the DWC offices
at 105 Elm Street.
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GREAT WALL...Shannon and John Gilmartin take a break while climbing the
Great Wall of China, Beijing, to read The Westfield Leader. John was employed
as an English teacher this summer in Shenzhen, China.

Photo courtesy of William Eicholz
WHALE OF A TIME...Rachael, 6, and Jonathan Eicholz, 3, of Garwood while
on vacation in Seaworld in Orlando, Fla., take a break on Shamu to read a copy
of The Westfield Leader.

Photo courtesy of Andrew Praschak
ALASKAN VACATION...Brendan, James and Jim Sosinski, along with the boys
grandfather, Andrew Praschak, recently traveled to Alaska. During the trip they
observed many forms of wildlife, went to Talkeetna, where they rode a jet boat up to
the rapids on the Susitna River and through the Devils Canyon. See story page 17.

CIAO WESTFIELD...Joanne Womelsdorf and Bob Centrella travel through
Italy with their two families and pause to read The Westfield Leader at the
Ortaglia Villa in the Tuscan town of Montepulciano. 2012 marks their 20th
business anniversary for Superior Interiors.

grounds, had testified in June that van-
dalism has cost the BOE some $60,000.

“The other big positive is we are
keeping Garwood kids in Garwood. If
there is no day care, no pre-k here they
will have to go to another town,” Mr.
Pender said.

“We will continue to offer the pre-
school program; it has been offered by
the board of education in Garwood,
and that is ending. This town will not
have a preschool program unless the
YMCA can step into that…. We think
we can do this in a way that will not
interfere with the use of the neighbors,”
Mr. Schmidt said in his closing.

Attorney Michael Blacker, represent-
ing Gary Maher, who is opposed to the
application, brought in engineer Jim
Winckowski to discuss his opinion on
the parking needs.

Based on his parking assessment of
the application, Mr. Winckowski said,
“I believe zero parking provided on
site, which requires 64 spaces accom-
modated on neighboring streets, will
have a negative impact [on the neigh-
bors],” he said.

There are 29 parking spots around
the school, he said.

Mr. Winckowski considered the area
around the site to be a high-density
residential area, and did not agree with
parking in front of residential homes.
He said it is not “good practice” to rely
on neighboring roadways to meet the
parking needs of the application, which
he said the “Y” is doing with the fitness
center.

“The fitness use is what adds 75
percent of the parking demand,” he
said.

Mr. Blacker said in his closing re-
marks, “If you create this fitness center
and allow it, you haven’t modified the
parking requirements of this ordinance,
you have eviscerated it.”

“It is going to create more parking on
the street…this is not what the ordi-
nance or the state statutes had in mind
when they passed d variances. The
council has never changed their ordi-
nance to permit fitness centers in a
residential neighborhood,” Mr. Blacker
said. He said the fitness center is not an
inherently beneficial use.

The board agreed in its discussion
that parking and traffic in the area
would not be an issue, based on testi-
mony heard by the experts, and some
of their own experience when Wash-
ington School was is in use.

The “Y’s” Chief Executive Officer
Mark Elsasser told The Westfield Leader
that the fitness facility would be avail-
able to new members who purchase a

Garwood “Y” membership, and not
open to current Westfield Area “Y”
members. The daycare and preschool
are open to all communities. “We would
like to try and get in there as soon as
possible, in the next month or so,” he
said.

The zoning board also heard a sec-
ond application for an engineering com-
pany, Hawke North 40, LLC, to open
an office on the first floor at 40-42
North Avenue, which has been vacant
since a cabinetmaker left the building.
The board denied the application, 6-1,
because the applicant could not pro-
vide the nine parking spaces necessary
to accommodate his business. There
are four spaces on site, of which two
were inoperable, according to borough
planner Victor Vinegra. The owner of
the building, Ed Dudick, said in the
past he had been granted a variance for
parking and could fit nine cars on the
site.

Another resident, Deborah Banick,
was in favor of the application because
the vacancy of the building has made
the property unsightly.
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Site Plan Hearings End on
Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Five days of site
plan hearings for the proposed 360-
unit housing development at 215/
235 Birchwood Avenue ended last
Thursday at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth. Lawyer
summations and the findings of
Judge Douglas K. Wolfson and
Special Master Elizabeth McKenzie
will be forwarded to Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chrystal, who has the
power to approve or disapprove the
site plan, only with complete com-
pliance on the part of Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA), the
developer, with the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP).

The NJDEP still has to see that
CDA is in compliance with DEP
regulations regarding development
within a designated Flood Hazard-
ous Area.

CDA’s civil engineer, Michael
Dipple, of L2A Land Design of
Englewood, working for CDA,
identified and outlined the flow of
rain and storm water to the complex
during his testimony last week. The
CDA is seeking a permit from the
NJDEP to raise a 300-foot portion
of Birchwood Avenue a foot above
the flood plain. Mr. Dipple said he
has planned to accommodate an in-
crease in velocity of water from
upstream to downstream in the flood
plain by installing an underground
detention basin at the site to contain
water and release it at intervals.

Mr. Dipple said the detention ba-
sin would be 32 by 460 feet, and
that pipes and drains on the site
would directly flow to the basin. He
was questioned extensively about
ground water by Maria Anderson,
an attorney and Kenilworth resi-
dent, who lives close to the site. She
said she was concerned about the
amount of storm water, which would
go out to the road, and the amount
that would go to the stream at the
border of the property.

Mr. Dipple said that the flow
would be directed from the other
side of Birchwood Avenue. “It
would slope from Orange Avenue
toward the buildings,” he said.

Township Attorney Philip Morin
questioned Mr. Dipple on his trial
testimony during the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit brought against
Cranford by CDA. Judge Wolfson
curtailed that line of questioning
and also any questioning about per-
mits needed from the NJDEP.

Cranford Township Fire Chief
Leonard Dolan testified that a study
done by the Cranford Police De-
partment shows peak traffic hours
are 7:45 to 8:45 a.m. and 5 to 6 p.m.
in the evening, based on a study of
Orange and Birchwood Avenues.

Joseph Staigar, Cranford’s traffic
expert, testified that a higher trip
generation still did not call for a
traffic signal at Orange and
Birchwood Avenues. He did ques-
tion the width of the driveway on a
portion of the site and whether a
fire truck could turn around in case
of an emergency.

Cranford Engineer Richard
Marsden identified 40 problems he
had with Mr. Dipple’s testimony,
including drainage in the parking
lot, gate valves on site to regulate
the flow of water, the size of pipes,
the flood way line, and split flow
analysis. He was questioned by
Judge Wolfson about pipe enlarge-
ment or repair, and how to calculate
the cost, which would be divided
between the CDA and Cranford
Township. “The cost of pipe re-
placement would be $100 per lin-
ear foot,” Mr. Marsden said.

Judge Wolfson said Cranford
would have to adopt an ordinance
for “off-track” repairs or improve-
ments needed for development. The
judge told Mr. Marsden he would
ask him to determine to what de-
gree CDA would be responsible to
repair or replace pipes. Other top-
ics that Mr. Marsden questioned
are pickup, and dropoff at the site,
lighting, wetlands and the flow from
upstream.

CDA’s attorney, Stephen
Eisendorfer, questioned Mr.
Marsden on his formula for calcula-
tions. He then called on Clay
Emerson, of Princeton Hydro, who
strongly disagreed with Mr. Marsden
and called his calculations anti-
quated.

Members of Concerned Citizens
of Cranford, Liz Sweeney and Rita
La Brutto, showed Judge Wolfson
and Ms. McKenzie pictures of the
Birchwood site flooding during past
storms. Ms. La Brutto told the judge
she objected to the hearings being
held in Elizabeth and not in Cranford.

Judge Wolfson replied, “You were
here every day.” Ms. La Brutto re-
plied that it was difficult to do so.
Ms. Anderson told Judge Wolfson
that she did not feel confident that
the development would not affect
upstream. Cranford residents Ann
Steinbach and Laura Tarullo also
attended the hearings.

Members of the Cranford Town-
ship Committee attended the hear-
ings intermittently, including
Mayor David Robinson, who had
been on vacation during the first
week of the proceedings. The hear-
ings, held in Elizabeth, usurped the
authority of the Cranford Planning
Board, which was not permitted to
be involved in the proceedings.
They now await the findings of
Judge Chrystal, along with sanc-
tions or approvals by the NJDEP.

pretty quickly on that” (solar panels),
given that the preliminary work has
been completed.

Superintendent Dolan said the dis-
trict is in negotiations with employee
unions representing secretaries and
paraprofessionals. Both contracts have
expired.

When asked about the new teacher
tenure law signed by Governor Chris
Christie, the superintendent said while
the district is awaiting written regula-
tions concerning the new law, it was her
understanding that all newly-hired
teachers will now have to wait four
years before becoming eligible for ten-
ure while current staffers will fall under
the old provision of three years to reach
tenure. She said Westfield “has numer-
ous visits” by supervisors reviewing
the work of non-tenured teachers.

“Every year of tenure some people
make it to the next year and some
people don’t and there is system of
evaluations that takes place and they
have to be recommended [for tenure],”
Ms. Dolan said.

In preparing for a new technology
initiative for the district this year, the
superintendent said the district will have
two current teachers serving as master
technology teachers for other staffers.
Jeanine Gottko will work with elemen-
tary teachers with Nancy Latimer work-
ing with intermediate and high school
teachers.

“They are going to provide both
professional development for the teach-
ers and actually be in the classrooms to
show how to integrate [technology]
into the classroom,” Superintendent
Dolan said.

All the district’s schools now have
wireless capacity for technology and
students in some studies will be using
Ipads in the classroom while different
tablets have been purchased for sci-
ence classes. Software and the neces-
sary applications have been loaded onto
the devices. An in-service was sched-
uled for today, August 30, for teachers’
training on the new devices and how to
integrate them into their particular aca-
demic area.

The district has also redone its lit-
eracy curriculum at the elementary
schools to match the national cure cur-
riculum standards. To support the pro-
gram, each elementary school will have
a teacher serving as a literacy coach.

In terms of curriculum, a new Man-
darin Chinese course is being offered
in grades 10-12. “A number of students
have signed up for that,” the superin-
tendent said. “We hope to expand that
program.”

Other curricula revised include in-
termediate school math to be in line
what other states are offering per na-
tional core curriculum standards, sci-
ence at the intermediate level and physi-
cal education at the high school.
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so old that they’re not considered com-
puters anymore by the state’s stan-
dards.”

“We did have a good
conversation…they said their goal for
us was to increase our allocation over
the next four years from about $58,000
up to $1,000,000 a year,” Mr. Gioia
stated. “But having said that, they said
‘the joke here in Trenton is those things
change every other minute. As we speak
to you now that’s what we’d like to do
for you, but we can’t guarantee that’s
going to happen.’”

Mr. Gioia continued, “Just the fact
that we were there, Kevin Dehmer
said, ‘As I go through funding, now
that I’ve seen this big fat zero and as
we make decisions, I’m going to
remember Mountainside more than
I would have if I had never met
you.’”

Mr. Gioia and Mr. Minks encour-
aged the public to get involved to
gather support for the district. “We
started the process of being the squeaky
wheel,” stated Mr. Minks. “And we
need help squeaking,” Mr. Gioia stated.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Beechwood School’s Susan O. Collier
Media Center.
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Photo courtesy of Jess Gregory
SCRAPING HISTORY...Passing by Urban Outfitters  demolition of a former
bank site in downtown Westfield on August 23, unusual “scrap” was noticed in
the dumpster —  broken column bases and slabs of marble — components that
made the old interior special.

to be replaced.
Franklin School: completed

projects are: parking lot and side-
walks repaved. Two boilers need to
be replaced.

Jefferson School: a classroom has
been retiled, and air conditioning
installed in the library.

McKinley School: The parking lot
and sidewalks have been repaved and
a boiler still needs to be replaced.

Tamaques School: a new exhaust
system for classrooms and black-
top resealing behind the school has
been completed. Chimney repair is
ongoing.

Washington School: a storage
shed has been built.

Wilson School: blinds have all
been replaced and the sidewalks
have been repaved.

In addition, masonry repair work
on the exterior of the Elm Street
Board of Education building and
chimney repair are scheduled.

All in all, 50 classrooms have
been painted.

Ms. Clancy also said that there
will be 42 parking spaces in the
high school lot for student drivers,
and that a note will be sent to the
drivers reinforcing safety rules and
driving etiquette.

District Superintendent Marga-
ret Dolan said the school system
would face its highest enrollment
ever at 6,353 students this year.

 “Everyone and everything is in
place,” she said.

Last week, 90 elementary-school

teachers worked with a team from
Columbia University to improve
their skills needed to teach reading
and writing.

Ms. Dolan urged parents to visit
the district’s home page to view the
scores on the New Jersey Report
Card for school districts. She said
Westfield High School will offer
two classes in Chinese Mandarin, a
class in robotics, advanced biology
and new science and mathematics
courses. She said the technology
initiative has made great strides and
there would be wireless technology
in all schools, iPads, laptops and
tablets.

Schools reopen on Wednesday,
September 5. Back to school nights
will begin Wednesday, September
12, and be held through Thursday,
October 4. Parents can check the
website for times. The public is in-
vited to attend morning and evening
meetings on Wednesday, September
19, for information on the Septem-
ber 24 bond referendum.

In addition, a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony will take place on Thursday,
September 6, at 7 p.m. at WHS to
celebrate the new fitness center,
which has been outfitted with ma-
chine weights, free weights, four
cardiovascular machines and sus-
pension devices. The BOE and the
Westfield Booster Club provided
funding for the facility.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, September 11, at
7:30 p.m.
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