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Miss Laura Ann Debrossy,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Skip
Debrossy of Westfield, was mar-
ried on Saturday, June 9, to Timo-
thy William Styler. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Styler of
Cranford.

The ceremony took place at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. The Reverend Monsi-
gnor Joseph P. Masiello and Dea-
con Thomas Pluta officiated at the
service. An evening reception fol-
lowed at the Twin Brooks Country
Club in Watchung.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a satin strapless
gown with a sweetheart neckline

and a ruched bodice accented by
a silver beaded sash. She carried
a bouquet of calla lilies and hy-
drangeas.

Margaret Gallo of Staten Island,
friend of the bride, served as matron
of honor. Bridesmaids included Jes-
sica Styler of Cranford, sister of the
bridegroom; Kristen Lalor of
Bridgewater, cousin of the bride;
and Joan Unruh of Boulder, Colo.,
cousin of the bride. All wore deep
purple gowns and carried bouquets
of magenta stock and green and
white hydrangeas. Carolyn Unruh
of Boulder, Colo. and Katia Lalor of
Bridgewater, cousins of the bride,
were flower girls.

MR. AND MRS. TIMOTHY WILLIAM STYLER
(She is the former Miss Laura Ann Debrossy)

Miss Laura Ann Debrossy
Marries Timothy W. Styler

Brian Styler of Cranford, brother
of the bridegroom, was the best
man. Groomsmen included
Michael Debrossy of Morristown,
brother of the bride; David Styler
of Cranford, brother of the bride-
groom; and Rob Segear of Miami,
Fla., friend of the bridegroom.
James Unruh of Boulder, Colo.
and Michael Lalor of Bridgewater
were the ring bearers.

Barbara Streit of Fanwood and
Judith Brown of Plymouth, Mass.
performed the scripture readings.

A 1999 graduate of Mount Saint
Mary Academy, the bride earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychol-
ogy from Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity. She currently is employed
as a medical biller and coder at
Drs. Beams and Gilsenans’ Family
Medicine & Sports Extra practice in
Clark.

The bridegroom is a 1999 gradu-
ate of Cranford High School and
earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Accounting from Villanova
University in 2003. He is the dis-
trict manager for the Running Com-
pany. The bridegroom serves on
the Neuroscience Campaign Lead-
ership Committee for the Overlook
Foundation at Overlook Medical
Center.

Following their honeymoon trip
to Costa Rica, the couple resides
in Scotch Plains.

Cranford citizens need to now
step up and become more active
in their community’s most signifi-
cant concern.

A year ago Hurricane Irene
brought significant damage to the
communities in our area. More
than 2,000 homes were impacted.
The first floors of several hundred
homes ruined. Over $75 million of
property damage in the Rahway
River Watershed. Some families
are now just moving back into
their homes in Cranford.

Extreme weather patterns,
overdevelopment, poor planning
as it relates to management of
stormwater has created a wors-
ening situation. In Cranford, the
senseless 360 unit Birchwood
housing development litigation
continues to occupy the
township’s focus with the court’s
failure to consider the ravages of
the past storms. Real estate val-
ues already impacted by the lin-
gering economic slowdown are
pressured by Irene’s memory.
And this is not only affecting the
north side of the community. This
has to end. But residents can’t
just hope it does. When it rains
now all watch and worry but more
voices need to be heard acting to
turn this around.

Last October at Union County
College an effort was started with
the mayors of numerous commu-
nities in the region to try to find
flood control solutions. The May-
ors Council on Rahway River Flood
Control has been working with the
US Army Corps of Engineers and
state DEP to evaluate what can
and should be done. Several posi-
tive solutions have come to the
front. A significant renewed focus
on stronger storm water manage-
ment is being put forward. The
development of a detention dam
in the South Mountain Reserva-
tion is also one promising solu-

tion. The hydrology studies have
determined close to 3 feet of wa-
ter during peak storm conditions
could be stored behind the dam
reducing water elevations in
Millburn, Union and Springfield
with still a significant one and
one-half foot lower elevation in
Cranford and also bringing lower
elevations to Rahway. This ben-
efit also would provide Cranford
potential room to implement other
improvements. Legal discussions
are in place with seven communi-
ties agreeing to funding an inter-
local agreement. Discussions with
Essex County and the City of Or-
ange are taking place. The next
major project the US Army Corps
of Engineers is also in the midst of
evaluating are improvements to
Lenape Park and river capacity
downstream. Numerous alterna-
tives are being evaluated includ-
ing well-respected local engineer
Greg Sgroi’s proposal on the spill-
way. Results of the US Army Corps
evaluation should be available
soon for next step actions.

The most important next step
now is securing from the state
and federal legislators funding to
do the environmental assessments
and then the construction. This
letter urges residents to contact
their legislators to urge support to
move the flood mitigation projects
forward.

Some suggest not much can be
done but such an attitude harms
our collective need to be positive
and constructive. That goes for
the proposed Birchwood develop-
ment. Residents need to restate
to the state DEP and the court the
facts about Cranford and the flood
control challenges. Don’t let the
year anniversary go by without
taking action on your part.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

Cranford Residents Need to Standup
To State & Courts About Flood Issues

Letters to the Editor

Knights’ Blood Drive
To Be Held Sunday

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive this Sunday, August
26, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at their
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark).

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). All donors will
receive a $15 ShopRite gift card.
To schedule a donation, call Chair-
man Dennis Clark at (908) 247-
5389. Walk-ins also will be wel-
come.

For information and medical
questions regarding donating, call
The Blood Center of New Jersey at
(973) 676-4700, visit bloodnj.org
or e-mail BCNJ@bloodnj.org.


