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lined an RBI triple to centerfield,
giving the Roadmen a 1-0 lead. A
second Roadster scooted across
the plate in the second inning
when DiFabio tripled to center
and scored on Garced’s slashing
single to right-center.

In the bottom of the second,
Mitjans singled to center and
advanced to third when the ball
eluded the centerfielder. He then
scored on Dugan’s sac fly to
leftfield.

The Renda fourth appeared to
be a breakout inning. After Pence
and Marks singled and Massimino
reached safely on an error to
load the bases, Cuzzi lofted an

RBI sac fly and Jimenez dropped
his two-run double into left-cen-
ter to give the Roadmen a 5-1
lead with one out, but Streep
smothered two straight steam-
ers back to the mound to freeze
the breakout.

Straniero and Nigro ripped RBI
singles to up Renda’s lead to 7-1
in the fourth, but Roselle’s bats
finally woke up in the fifth with
RBI singles from Mooney and
Antonucci.

All cleats failed to scuff the
plate until the bottom of the sev-
enth. Daniel poked a leadoff
single then DiFabio pulled off his
fabulous diving snare to get the

force play at second. After
Baldowski hauled in Kushner’s
fly to leftfield for the second out,
Baier drilled his two-run homer
to the fence in center. Mitjans
stepped to the plate and consid-
ered earning a free pass. In-
stead, he watched Pence’s pitch
fall in for a call of “strike three”.

“We are pumped up. Giving up
the title that we’ve held for seven
years left a bad taste in our
mouths. My hats off to them!
They have improved their team.
They put together a very good
team. They challenge us every
time we play, but it’s always
good to come out on top,” Gib-

bons said.
“Last year was a fluke, so this

year we are going to take it back.
We are fired up. I came to the

field screaming like we are. I am
elated right now,” DiFabio said.
Renda Roads 113 200 0 7
Roselle/Am. Leg. 010 020 2 5

Renda Roads Edges Top-seeded Roselle American Legion, 7-5, in U.C. 50+ Game 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE BAT ON THE BALL…Renda Roads batter Gary Pence rapped two singles and scored a run against
Roselle American Legion during Game 1 of the Union County Senior 50+ A Division finals at Memorial Field in Linden.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE AND TRIPLE THREAT…Renda Roads batter Jim Jimenez, top,
looped a two-run double in the third inning and slugger Larry Cuzzi, bottom,
thumped an RBI triple in the first inning against the Roselle American Legion
during Game 1 of the Union County Senior 50+ A Division championship series
at Memorial 2 Field in Linden on August 16.


