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Focus on America’s Fiscal Viability,
Not Misinformation Spin About Ryan
With all due respect to Karen Egert’s

concerns about the Ryan budget in last
week’s Westfield Leader, some of her
portrayals are misinformed and per-
haps hyperbolic.

First, Ms. Egert refers to a “League
of Catholic Bishops and Nuns.” I know
of no such organization, and I am hard
pressed to find it on search engines.
Sister Simone Campbell of “Nuns On
the Bus” has weighed in on the Ryan
budget (in fierce opposition), but she is
hardly a Church authority. If anything,
she is an agitator and a bit of a dissident.

As for bishops, the authority for
Catholic bishops in the U.S. is the
USCCB, headed by Cardinal Dolan of
New York. Cardinal Dolan registered
concerns about the Ryan budget, not
with any Medicare provisions but with
perceived hunger and nutrition cuts.
His concerns were echoed by Bishop
Blaire of the Stockton, Calif., Diocese
– the same Stockton that has filed for
bankruptcy.

Ms. Egert also said that “even the
Pope” has “denounced it as immoral.” I
am pretty sure that she is referring to
Sister Simone’s interpretation of Pope
Benedict XVI’s encyclical Caritas in
veritate (“Love in Truth”) relative to
her understanding of the provisions of
the Ryan Bill. The Holy Father has not
weighed in on it, and it is doubtful that
he will. And this is a curious encyclical
to be subjected to such radical interpre-
tation, as truth is not something that is
malleable, certainly not from the Pope’s
perspective. But I welcome the intro-
duction of Catholic principles into the
discourse.

Ms. Egert also says that the bill would
“end Medicare as we know it,” a phrase
already worn out by Ryan opponents.

This might be the case eventually, but
for the immediate future the bill very
clearly indicates in black and white that
those who are currently in or nearing
entry into the Medicare program will
not experience any changes to the pro-
gram.

The Ryan budget was proposed as a
means toward fiscal responsibility. The
so-called “cuts” are not cuts in spend-
ing but instead cuts in spending in-
creases; only in Washington can this be
deemed a “cut.” The bottom line is if
Medicare is left alone it will be broke
sometime between 2016 and 2024, de-
pending upon whose statistics you
choose to believe. I choose to believe
that if nothing is done – yet again – the
elderly will undeniably suffer, in all
likelihood sometime in my lifetime and
perhaps when I am counted among their
number, after having paid all those taxes
into the Medicare system. So I’m not
dismissing anything based upon politi-
cal spin.

Gov. Romney has indicated that it is
not the Ryan budget that will be part of
his campaign but the Romney budget.
Rather than much ado about what will
not be, perhaps we should instead focus
on Gov. Romney’s budget portrayals
when he makes them known. Then we
can raise concerns if it does indeed
appear that the budget is a tool for
giving tax breaks to the wealthy and
oppressing the middle class and impov-
erished – which would be very unlikely
in an election year given that there are
more middle class and impoverished
than there are wealthy. Each person’s
vote still counts as one vote.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Cranford Residents Need to Standup to
State and Courts About Flood Issues

Educated Group of SP-FW Citizens
Can Assist Town and School Budgeting

Cranford citizens need to now step
up and become more active in their
community’s most significant con-
cern.

A year ago Hurricane Irene brought
significant damage to the communi-
ties in our area. More than 2,000
homes were impacted. The first floors
of several hundred homes ruined.
Over $75 million of property damage
in the Rahway River Watershed. Some
families are now just moving back
into their homes in Cranford.

Extreme weather patterns, overde-
velopment, poor planning as it re-
lates to management of stormwater
has created a worsening situation. In
Cranford, the senseless 360-unit
Birchwood housing development liti-
gation continues to occupy the
township’s focus with the court’s fail-
ure to consider the ravages of the past
storms. Real estate values already
impacted by the lingering economic
slowdown are pressured by Irene’s
memory. And this is not only affect-
ing the north side of the community.
This has to end. But residents can’t
just hope it does. When it rains now
all watch and worry, but more voices
need to be heard acting to turn this
around.

Last October at Union County
College an effort was started with the
mayors of numerous communities in
the region to try to find flood control
solutions. The Mayors Council on
Rahway River Flood Control has been
working with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and state DEP to evaluate
what can and should be done. Several
positive solutions have come to the
front. A significant renewed focus on
stronger stormwater management is
being put forward. The development
of a detention dam in the South Moun-
tain Reservation is also one promis-
ing solution. The hydrology studies
have determined close to three feet of
water during peak storm conditions
could be stored behind the dam re-
ducing water elevations in Millburn,
Union and Springfield with still a
significant one-and-one-half-foot
lower elevation in Cranford and also

bringing lower elevations to Rahway.
This benefit also would provide
Cranford potential room to imple-
ment other improvements. Legal dis-
cussions are in place with seven com-
munities agreeing to funding an in-
ter- local agreement. Discussions with
Essex County and the City of Orange
are taking place. The next major
project the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is also in the midst of evaluat-
ing are improvements to Lenape Park
and river capacity downstream. Nu-
merous alternatives are being evalu-
ated including well-respected local
engineer Greg Sgroi’s proposal on
the spillway. Results of the U.S. Army
Corps evaluation should be available
soon for next step actions.

The most important next step now
is securing from the state and federal
legislators funding to do the environ-
mental assessments and then the con-
struction. This letter urges residents
to contact their legislators to urge
support to move the flood mitigation
projects forward.

Some suggest not much can be
done but such an attitude harms our
collective need to be positive and
constructive. That goes for the pro-
posed Birchwood development. Resi-
dents need to restate to the state DEP
and the court the facts about Cranford
and the flood control challenges.
Don’t let the year anniversary go by
without taking action on your part.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tea
Party is looking for Scotch Plains and
Fanwood taxpayers who are inter-
ested in helping with an initiative
involving next year’s Scotch Plains
municipal budget and Scotch Plains
Fanwood school district budget. The
purpose of the initiative is to get
educated with the two budget pro-
cesses and to understand better what
our tax money is being spent on. The
thought is that we will then be in a
position to provide input to town of-
ficials and councilmen and school
board members in the event that we
have questions or concerns.

Municipal government and school
districts are the government units clos-
est to the people. They have, in many
respects, the most direct effect on our
lives and on our children. As resi-
dents and as parents of children in the
school system, we have an interest in
ensuring good municipal services and
a good school system. The purpose
of the group is not to push for re-
duced local municipal or school dis-
trict spending.

We realize though that municipal
and school board spending has an
effect on our real estate taxes. An
educated group of engaged citizens,
who have a good sense of what is
going on with the budget processes,
is one of the best ways to ensure that

municipal and school district spend-
ing is done with a view towards effec-
tive spending and transparency.

Last year, a small group of people
met every few weeks to discuss mu-
nicipal and school district finances.
Areas of responsibility were divided
up and we met to discuss what we
learned or had questions about. We
met several times with town and
school board officials and attended
many of the public budget meetings
and budget workshops. We ended up
devoting more time to the municipal
budget than the school district bud-
get. (Hopefully this year we can even
that out a bit, considering the school
district budget is about four times the
size of the municipal budget.) People
were not asked to do more than what
they felt comfortable doing, in terms
of time or expertise. While it is hard
to quantity the effect that we had,
everyone involved felt that they came
away with a better understanding of
both the budget process as well as the
competing interests that our elected
officials and school board members
have to deal with.

The budget process will start in the
next couple of months for next year’s
budgets. Given the complexity of
especially the school district budget,
we’d like to start up again relatively
soon. If you are interested in getting
involved, please contact me at
rfortun218@spf-teaparty.org.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT...Abandoned bases are forgotten in downtown
Westfield at the intersection of North Avenue and Elm Street. The traffic light
stansions were replaced months ago but five carcasses remain rusting in place.

Heading Back to School, Magazine
Ratings Favor Westfield High School
As we prepare to open our doors

for the 2012-2013 school year, two
statewide magazines have made it
clear that the academic achievements
of Westfield High School students
continue to rank among the best in
the state. This is demonstrated by
student performance on the SAT, the
High School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA) and Advanced Placement
tests.

The Star-Ledger’s Inside New
Jersey’s article – “Top Performing
High Schools” – (nj.com/inside-jer-
sey ) – based its criteria solely on
academic performance. Using these
measures, Westfield High School
ranked as the top performing com-
prehensive public high school in
Union County. (Vocational and tech-
nical schools were also included in
this listing.)

New Jersey Monthly’s rankings in-
cluded not only student achievement
criteria, but also non-performance
indicators, such as student/faculty

ratio. Focusing on the academic indi-
cators, Westfield High School ranks
17th statewide in combined SAT
scores; 12th in HSPA Language Arts
(Advanced Proficiency); and 13th in
HSPA Mathematics (Advanced Pro-
ficiency) among the 328 public high
schools in the state.

I invite readers to examine the cat-
egories in New Jersey Monthly and
make careful comparisons of each
school. Readers will see that Westfield
outperforms many of the schools that
appear earlier in the overall rankings.
( n j m o n t h l y . c o m / a r t i c l e s /
towns_and_schools/top-new-jersey-
high-schools-2012-.html.

The data provided in both maga-
zines confirm that the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools continue the tradition of
excellence in academic performance
that will prepare our students well for
their future.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Westfield Votes
Monday, Sept. 24

Where Is Freeholder
Scanlon?

It’s interesting to add that Free-
holder Scanlon has been absent for
the last 6 freeholder meetings (in a
row). Unprecedented in my experi-
ence for any freeholder. Shouldn’t
they be questioned?

She is getting paid to show up for
meetings after all.

Tina Renna
Cranford

For Caregivers,
What’s Out There?

SCOTCH PLAINS – If you’re car-
ing for a spouse, adult family mem-
ber or elderly parent, there are re-
sources out there to help. Find out
about them at a special program on
Wednesday, September 5 at 6 pm at
the RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center in Scotch Plains.

The two-hour program features
experts in home care, residential
placement, adult daycare, geriatric
care management, and assisted liv-
ing. Caregivers will learn what’s avail-
able in Union County. They also will
learn about advocacy for families.
There will be time for questions.

The program is free, but seating is
limited. To save a place, please phone
732-499-6193. The RWJ Rahway
Fitness and Wellness Center is lo-
cated at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road,
Scotch Plains.

Two caregiver support groups meet
monthly at the center, one at 3:30 pm
and the other at 7 pm, the first Wednes-
day of each month.


